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Iran is a country with great importance in the world, often 
disparaged or overlooked by Americans as part of George 
W. Bush’s so-called “Axis of Evil,” along with Iraq and North 
Korea; The truth is more complex, because Iran is a nation 
with an ancient culture and a history of �erce indepen-
dence.
        The United States began its relationship with Iran in 
1953 with a CIA operation run by Kermit Roosevelt, grand-
son of President Theodore Roosevelt. Since the Russian 
revolution in 1917, Iran was in turmoil as political groups 
vied for power, leading to coups and counter-coups and 
the rise of a Shah, meaning "king" in Farsi, the language of 
Iran. The new Shah, who seized power in a coup in 1925, 
was Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. He was backed by western 
powers in control of Iran’s massive oil and gas reserves.
        Pahlavi was faced by a restive population in�uenced 
by the Russian revolution and burgeoning  popular pres-
sure. He gave in to the public by appointing reform Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh who nationalized foreign 
oil companies.
        The UK started the �rst western oil company in Iran 
becoming the energy giant British Petroleum, previous-
ly known as the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Persia is 
another name for Iran), is today one of the top ten energy 
companies in the world.
        Roosevelt was head of the CIAs Middle East division 
and organized a coup to get rid of Mossadegh. He did the 
job using propaganda, fake news and bribes. Initially the 
coup attempt failed and Pahlavi was forced to leave the 
country for the �rst time. A second coup attempt forced 
out Mossadegh and returned the Shah to the throne. 
Pahlavi would be forced out again with momentous impli-
cations in 1979.
        It was the �rst successful CIA overthrow of a foreign 
government and a template for more regime change, 
including 1954 in Guatemala, and failed attempts against 
Cuba at the Bay of Pigs and Operation Mongoose, an 
attempt to kill Fidel Castro, a bloody 1961 coup in South 
Vietnam and coups in Bolivia, Chile, Brazil and the Domin-
ican Republic.
        In total during the years after the second world war, 
United States sponsored regime change, the modern 
word for coup, has taken as many as 30 million innocent 
lives.
        Shah Pahlavi ruled unchallenged with American 
support between 1941 and the Iranian revolution in 1979. 
His brutal secret police, the dreaded Savak was created 
with the help of the United States and Israel. Savak agents 
were responsible for the torture and death of activists and 
students. Thousands died in Iran’s prisons like as happens 
to dissidents in Iran today.
        In the 1960s the Shah launched the White Revolution 
modernization push. Land reform spread neoliberal west-
ern culture, legitimizing women’s rights even as peasants 
were forced off the land and into factory work. Growth 
increased exponentially and Iran seemed at the cusp of 
meteoric economic development, �rmly in the sphere of 
the United States at the height of the Cold War with the 
Soviet Union.
        The land reform ran into entrenched corruption and 
the farmers were further weakened as U.S. imports com-
peted with local farm production.
        Meanwhile the Shah put conservative loyalists in 
charge of the clergy forcing into exile reformist �gures like 
the Ayatollah Khomeini. An ayatollah is a senior member 
of the muslim clergy.
        Protests movements grew and a campaign of civil 
disobedience led by communists, socialists and Islamic 
forces mobilized the population.
        The resistance, which began non violently, soon came 
into violent con�ict with the Savak.
        The Shah ran to Mexico where he was diagnosed with 
“malaria.” Doctors then changed the diagnosis to cancer. 
After a secret �ight Pahlavi was taken to a VIP room at New 
York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center in October 1979. 
The move was widely understood as a diplomatic pretext 
to get the exiled Shah into the United States. He was given 
a special one year visa.
        New York Mayor Ed Koch, who hated the United Na-
tions for supporting Palestinians, said “the Shah’s crimes 
were “insigni�cant in comparison with the present Gov-
ernment's actions.” A premonition of the anti-Iran hatred 
justifying the current war.
        In November ’79 students seized the Embassy of the 
United States in Tehran, grabbing 66 (later the number 
was changed to 52) American captives, beginning the 444 
day hostage crisis. The hostages were released on Jan-
uary 20, 1980 moments after President Ronald Reagan’s 
inauguration following his election defeat of Jimmy Carter. 

Considered a purposeful humiliation of Carter 
and the �nal act in the October Surprise conspir -
acy bringing  Reagan and his austerity politics to 
power.
        Carter’s loss was attributed to a failed rescue 
mission into Iran to rescue the hostages. On April 
24, 1980, with the election looming, Carter ap-
proved a disastrous rescue mission called Opera-
tion Eagle Claw led on the ground by Delta Force 
founder Colonel Charlie Beckwith.
        In a desert disaster at a remote meeting point 
in Iran, the rescue force was hit by a sandstorm 
damaging helicopters and causing a crash be-
tween a helicopter and a C-130 tanker killing eight 
service members.
        An eery reminder of the disaster in Iran in April 
2026 when a shoulder �red missile brought down 
an F-15E �ghter jet, aborting an attempt to seize 
Iran’s enriched uranium stockpile. In the rescue 
attempt to extract an injured �ier that followed 
an A-10 �ghter was lost as were 6 helicopters. Al-
though no deaths were reported President Trump 
was incensed and said to be yelling in desperation 
at aids to prevent the capture of hostages. He 
reportedly screamed  “Look at what happened with 
Jimmy Carter… with the helicopters and the hos-
tages, it cost them the election. What a mess”
        Trump was said to be so unhinged that advi-
sors excluded him from strategy meetings and members 
of congress called to invoke the 25th amendment remov-
ing Trump for incapacity.
        Like previous “forever wars,” the United States stands 
in a quagmire, with no visible ”light at the end of the 
tunnel.” Iran is stronger than ever and the vital oil passage 
known as the Strait of Hormuz remains mostly closed. The 
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20 mile wide sea passage is a chokepoint where most 
of the world’s crucial fertilizer production passes. Spring 
planting season is starting in the northern hemisphere 
where more than six billion people live and huge food 
price hikes are expected in a few months unless the Strait 
is opened.
        The war must be ended now for the bene�t of 
humanity.
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Occupy Everything

We are the department of anti-capitalist cultural affairs and we hereby reclaim 
the city. We only ask for a total transformation of society because revolution 
is not an event, it’s a way of life. This is Squatter Mayday, and we know people 
can self-organize to provide for themselves, including housing, food and culture. 
In homage to the individuals and communities who lived through oppression and 
gentrification, who escaped war, built gardens from rubble, who rejected the vio-
lence of the straight world and the status quo, we return this beacon of resis-
tance to ourselves in their legacy. Because we belong to the Earth and we vener-
ate it. In addition, we assert our right to space, to light, to expression, to love. 
How insanely in love with life and our dream for a beautiful world we must be, a 
world we’re dying to create from the ashes of the old, even for a moment.

The Commune of New York

We, the Autonomous Council of New York 2055, do hereby grant authorization for the 
common people of New York -- the oppressed, displaced, dispossessed, in all their 
beauty and difference -- to initiate their long struggle for their future by liberat-
ing this building in celebration of Mayday -- the people’s holiday.
We invite all participants in this celebration onto the long path towards a future 
where the relationship between human beings and the natural world is restored. A 
future where we continue the work of recovering from the traumas of the present 
dark age of domination and exploitation. A future where each person in the web of 
community receives the support to pursue their individual healing, as well as their 
mental and spiritual progress.
To all of you, we wish you the clarity and strength and softness required for the 
battle ahead. The future is bright with the light you bring.
--Lenapehoking 2055
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