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COMMUNITY GARDENS DESTROYED THE MIDNIGHT DEMOLITION

FOR YUPPIE CONDOS OF 172 STANTON STREET
Real Estate Developer Donald Capoccia

Fucks Up!!
By Gabby Sloan

MENDEZ MURAL GARDEN DESTRUCTION IN PROGRESS

On December 30, at 8:00 am, five 
community gardens were attacked si
multaneously by demolition crews hired 
by real estate developer and gentrifier 
Donald Capoccia, backed by an army of 
cops. Within hours, the gardens were 
cleared of their trees, plants, paths and 
other amenities representing years of 
labor by people improving their neigh
borhood. Three of the gardens include 
the Mendez Mural Garden on East 11th 
Street (between Avenues A + B), the 
11BC Garden (between Ave-nues B + 
C), and the 10BC Garden (between 
Avenues B + C).

As reported in SHADOW #42, on 
May 14, 1997, the garden sites were 
handed over to the New York City Part
nership, a consortium of financial and 
real estate interests central to the Giuli
ani administration’s privatization plans 
for city-owned land. The Partnership 
has given the land over for development 
to BFC Associates, a construction com
pany owned by Capoccia, who plans to 
build condominiums in a bogus "afforda
ble housing" scheme. The condominium 
project, called Del Este Village by Ca- 
poccia’s group, would consist of 98 du
plex condominiums with 30 foot private 
back yards, priced between $117,200 
and $159,800, with options such as high
speed Internet access that could drive 
the price even higher (see SHADOW 
#42 for a full description of the "Del 
Este Village" condo scam-Ed).

In addition, the city and state have 
$30,000 in subsidies available to the 
purchasers. This scheme, part of a 
broad privatization agenda by the city 
that entails the wholesale sell-off of 
city-owned land, removes scarce and 
precious community-controlled public 
space. All it provides in return is a small 
amount of luxury housing for the upper

middle class and a mega profit for one 
of Giuliani’s friends and campaign 
donors.

The Del Este Village condo units 
would be "managed" by Lower East 
Side Coalition Housing Development, a 
housing group controlled by former City 
Councilman Antonio Pag&n. Capoccia 
and BFC are major financial contribu
tors and supporters of both Pag^n and 
mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

Pag£n and Capoccia have had many 
other real estate dealings on the Lower 
East Side, including the theft of the 
13th Street Squats for phony "low-in- 
come" housing from the squatters who 
had resided there for more than ten 
years. Capoccia’s crew did the demoli
tion and construction while Pagan’s 
LESCHD manages the buildings. Even
tually, they will be transfered to Pagan’s 
private ownership.

Beside seeking garden sites on the 
Lower East Side for building subsidized 
yuppie condos, Capoccia also has his 
eyes on gardens in Harlem. Considering 
his close relationship with Pagan and 
mayor Giuliani, he may have no trouble 
getting those sites as well. At one point, 
Giuliani’s mayoral campaign had to re
turn a $20,000 donation from Capoccia, 
which was over the legal limit. But, Giu
liani was able to accept thousands of 
dollars in opera tickets given by Capoc
cia.

During the demolition of the Men
dez Garden on December 30, Capoccia 
was greeted by neighborhood residents 
who identified him, dressed in green 
polyester slacks. Capoccia was chased 
up Avenue A as people shouted at him 
and nailed him with gobs of spit all over 
his body. Capoccia ducked into a deli,
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Combined Reportage By Steve Zehentner and Bill Weinberg
On Saturday, January 24, at approxi

mately 9:00 am, a partial collapse of a 
section of brickface occurred in the rear 
of 172 Stanton Street, on the corner of 
Clinton and Stanton Street on the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan. 172 
Stanton Street, with five stories and ten 
apartments, was a private building with 
legal rent-paying tenants. The brickface 
broke away on the first floor and from 
one section between two windows on 
the second floor on this one section of 
facade only. No other visible shift of the 
rest of the building’s facades occurred, 
nor did any debris fall from the building 
in any other location.

Police and fire department officials 
ordered the tenants to immediately 
evacuate the building, and told them 
that after an inspection of the building 
they would be able to return. Tenants in 
adjacent buildings at 176 Stanton and 
28-30 Clinton were also removed. Soon, 
the OEM (Office of Emergency Man- 
agement)-a division of the Mayor’s of
fice that coordinates all intra-city emer
gency operations, was on site. At 11:00, 
Mayor Rudolph Guiliani arrived and 
confered with OEM personnel on the 
scene.

By 1:30 pm, all the streets leading to 
the building were closed. An hour later, 
the demolition contractor, hired by 
HPD (Department of Housing Preser
vation & Development) moved in with a 
boom crane.

As the police, fire department and 
demolition contractor moved throughout 
the building all day to shut off the util
ities, residents pleaded with the police 
to be allowed to retrieve their pets, 
which were eventually killed during the 
subsequent demolition. Tenants at 178 
Stanton Street, two doors away, fearing

that their building would also be evacu
ated, refused to let the police enter 
their building. They received a phone 
call from the building owner who said 
that the Department of Buildings was 
going to break the door down so they 
could inspect the building.

At about 4:00, as evacuated residents 
waited on the street, Marc Friedlander, 
a.k.a. Marc Zero, a resident of 172 
Stanton, broke through the police peri
meter and re-entered his apartment.

Friedlander is an avid collector and 
award winning video and filmmaker 
whose work has been presented on 
MTV, TBS, and on European and 
Asian TV. He told the SHADOW: "I 
had a huge library of hundreds of hours 
of motion picture and video footage of 
street life in the neighborhood, a docu
mentary of Bellevue’s men’s shelter, and 
another one on kids who live in Tomp
kins Square Park, which was near com
pletion..." Among his possessions were 
musical instruments, movie and video 
cameras, computers, rare manuscripts & 
books and antique clothes. "The city 
told me all day that we would be al
lowed to get our stuff out,” said Fried
lander.

When it became apparent that this 
was not going to happen, Friedlander 
decided to risk arrest and retrieve some 
of his belongings. He managed to get 
one dufflebag of video cameras and 
material for his current projects before 
he was discovered and arrested. Fried
lander told the SHADOW: "If I had 
twenty more minutes, I could have got 
the whole archive. Then they hit the 
side of the building with the crane. I 
yelled out the window for them to stop.

See MIDNIGHT DEMOLITION On Page 7
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EDITORIALS
NUCLEAR PARANOIA IN THE 

PERSIAN GULF
By Bill Weinberg

Margarita Lopez is Sworn In 
As Lower East Side City Council Member 

By A. Kronstadt
On the afternoon of January 3,1998, 

a ceremonial swearing-in was held in 
the Cooper Union Great Hall for newly- 
elected City Council Member Margarita 
L6pez. L6pez, a Puerto Rican born 
social worker and long-time Lower East 
Side community activist, won the 
Council seat held since 1992 by real 
estate developer and poverty pimp 
Antonio PagSn, who, like L6pez, is an 
openly gay Puerto Rican. L6pez, how
ever, was elected on a pro-public hous
ing, pro-rent control platform that was 
diametrically opposed to her predeces
sor’s right-wing voting record in the City 
Council. Pagein is a proponent of hous
ing privatization and high rents and was 
one of Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s keen
est supporters in the Council.

The swearing-in ceremony was as un
likely an event as Margarita’s narrow 
victory in a Councilmanic district that 
was gerrymandered in 1991 explicitly to 
divide and neutralize the Lower East 
Side’s large bloc of progressive voters. 
Unlike Pagein’s two swearing-in cere
monies at this same auditorium, there 
was no visible police presence at this 
event.

The crowd of about 300 downtown 
leftists, in a happy mood for a change, 
initiated the festivities by singing an off- 
key rendition of the Star Spangled Ban
ner. A children’s choir from St. Augus
tine’s School sang a medley of religious 
songs. Among the speechmakers was 
Ernesto Joffrey, a political prisoner 
under the Pinochet regime in Chile and 
currently an official of District Council 
37, Local 169, the labor organization 
that provided the L6pez campaign with 
a headquarters at its union hall. Joffrey 
summed up the campaign by saying "We 
can win without big money and big en
dorsements," pointing out that Margar
ita recruited 600 volunteers for her cam
paign and registered over 3000 new 
voters. (Judy Rapfogel, Margarita’s op
ponent in the Democratic primary and 
in the general election on the Liberal 
line, received the endorsement of the 
New York Times as well as that of 
Assembly Speaker and Democratic par
ty kingmaker Sheldon Silver, who had 
been Pagan’s sponsor. Many of the new
ly-registered voters were from the Ave- 

Continued On Next Page
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In the media saturation about oral 
sex in the Oval Office, it has gone al
most unnoticed that Bill Clinton is con
sidering use of nuclear weapons against 
Iraq-to take out Saddam Hussein’s un
derground complexes, or retaliate for an 
Iraqi chemical or biological attack. 
Every president since Truman has con
sidered the nuclear option-that’s what 
Nixon’s "secret plan" to end the war in 
Vietnam was. This time it only took two 
months for last November’s Presidential 
Policy Directive 60, defining circum
stances for use of nuclear weapons 
against Iraq, to appear in the press. But 
PPD 60 has not become a household 
name like "Monica Lewinsky."

Following a brief, sparse flicker of 
PPD 60 coverage in early February, 
Russian president Boris Yeltsin warned 
that escalation in the Persian Gulf could 
lead to World War III. The US press 
portrayed the statement as irresponsible 
alarmism. PPD 60 is already down the 
memory hole.

Threatening nuclear strikes to fight 
weapons of mass destruction is a con
cept straight out of George Orwell.
True to the principles of doublethink, 
we remain blind to Operation Desert 
Storm’s 400,000 civilian casualties (in 
the 1991 Persian Gulf War.) The vio
lence of Desert Storm dwarfed that of 
Saddam’s troops in Kuwait. Saddam’s 
torching of the oilfields and dumping 
crude into the Gulf were vengance-and, 
as a secret Energy Department study 
leaked to Science News in 1991 re
vealed, President Bush knew that Sad
dam would retaliate with that kind of 
environmental terrorism. Saddam’s gas
sing of the Kurds at Halabja, his most 
clearly genocidal act, was back in 
1988-when he was still a US client. A 
bill calling for sanctions in the wake of 
the atrocity never made it out of Con
gress.

Saddam is not "this generation’s 
Hitler." Like Panama’s Manuel Noriega, 
Saddam is a US-groomed client sup
posedly gone bad. Does the White 
House really want him overthrown? 
Saddam humbled and distracted the 
Iranian Revolution through eight gruel
ing years of war. Then, when the price 
of oil and George Bush’s political for
tunes needed a jolt, he conveniently in
vaded Kuwait. Now, developments in 
post-Soviet Central Asia threaten to 
bring down the price of oil by bringing a 
new global supplier on line in 
Kazakhstan. The latest flare-up of the 
permanent Gulf Crisis will jack up oil 
prices, allowing the Saudis and Kuwaitis 
to infuse vulnerable global financial 
institutions with petrodollars. These 
infusions will stabilize the turbulent 
Asian financial markets, propping up 
the teetering US-supported Suharto dic
tatorship in Indonesia, where riots are 
now spreading across the country in re
sponse to the economic chaos, and 
quieting the labor unrest which threat
ens the regime in South Korea. The oil 
shock will also effectively sideline en
vironmentalist or other opposition to 
the Central Asia oil developments, as 
well as those planned for Alaska’s 
North Slope, and the James Bay hydro- 
projects in Canada.

Saddam’s violations of UN resolu
tions against his bio-chemical weapons 
capabilities are real. So is Israel’s

violation of resolutions against the West 
Bank occupation. We could also men
tion Indonesia’s bloody occupation of 
East Timor in defiance of the UN. To 
state the fact that Saddam Hussein is a 
brutal tyrant requires no courage out
side the borders of his tyranny. What 
takes some guts is to view our own lead
ers with a ruthless disregard for double 
standards.

Clinton took the oath of office as US 
warplanes were bombing Iraq. He has 
aerial-bombed civilian neighborhoods in 
Mogadishu, Somalia. He has done no
thing to diminish the Pentagon’s titanic 
arsenals or expansion of the federal pri
son archipelago, while "ending welfare 
as we know it" (read: dismantling the 
New Deal) in the name of the victory 
over fiscal excess. He has overseen an 
eroding of civil liberties in the name of 
bogus wars on drugs, terrorism and cy
ber-smut. From Baghdad to Waco to 
the death chambers of Arkansas, Clin
ton is a murderer. Apply your own logic 
to the Enemy’s perspective and you 
start to see through the propaganda 
charade.

Einstein warned that our leaders are 
motivated by the same instincts as Iron 
Age kings-"and thus we drift toward 
unparalleled catastrophe." Perhaps we 
citizens are little developed beyond Iron 
Age peasants. We are more interested 
in sex scandals, Seinfeld and the Spice 
Girls as the world takes a step closer to 
its end. This time, the war drive has 
neither our jingoistic approval nor our 
outraged protest. It has merely our 
indifference-another spectacular dis
traction, if less titillating than recent 
ones.

Where are the voices pointing out 
that Clinton has crossed a dangerous 
threshold? This is the normalization of 
nuclear warfare. What was "unthink
able” in the Cold War-because it as
sumed a 20-minute war that would leave 
the Earth in cinders-is now thinkable, a 
continuation of policy by other means. 
Today’s "tactical" nukes-the kind fitted 
onto a Cruise missile for use against an 
Iraqi bunker-deliver the kind of punch 
that wiped out Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Today’s "strategic" nukes-the kind on 
the ICBMs-are ten times more power
ful. Even a battlefield "mini-nuke," 
dropped from a plane, would release 
deadly fallout. After use of tactical or 
battlefield nukes, the next threshold in 
the acceptable level of global violence is 
the use of strategic nukes. So, Clinton’s 
nuclear threat brings us a step closer to 
that Earth in cinders.

If the Cold War was a dualistic 
balance of terror, now globalized 
violence, mirroring the Internet and 
market forces, is also atomized-every- 
where and nowhere. There is no mono
lithic enemy; nuclear capabilities are no 
longer the exclusive domain of super
power brass and bureaucracy. Break
down of command and control over the 
Soviet arsenal is well-advanced. And 
now, with nuclear materials available to 
the highest-bidding militia or terrorist 
group, the US has crossed the first line, 
legitimizing nuclear warfare-thus in
creasing the likelihood that someone, 
whether a jihad extremist or an Arkan
sas boy who made good, will cross the 
next terrible threshold within our life
times.
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MUSSOLINI ON THE HUDSON
The Giuliani Regime and 
NeoFascism in New York

By A. Kronstadt
f
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What do you call a city in which the 
police department has a special opera
tion to repair the locks of people whose 
apartments have been invaded, errone
ously, by drug-raiding cops? What do 
you call a city where a virulently right 
wing social regime is imposed upon 
people in the guise of public safety, 
where dance halls are closed down and 
cops arrest everyone on petty excuses in 
order to shake them down for some
thing more serious-a philosophy touted 
as a great breakthrough in law enforce
ment? What do you call a city which 
now has too many police, and whose 
mayor dreams of eradicating crime alto
gether? In order to take the step into 
this brave new world, we must all be 
regimented in all sorts of petty new 
ways; the policeman will now have the 
right to stop us on the street because, in 
his opinion, we have walked across the 
street in the wrong way. This is not a 
normal system any more, people, this is 
not just a return to "traditional values," 
but a futuristic authoritarian system that 
is being imposed upon us in New York 
City. Fascism may be a bad word for it, 
but it is the equivalent of fascism, in this 
new time and place.

Mayor Rudolf Giuliani and his sup
porters among large a swath of the New 
York City middle class refer to their 
ideology by the code phrase "quality of 
life." These fascists do not resemble the 
fascists of old Europe any more than 
the 1930s resemble the 1990s, but the 
basic elements of Giuliani’s power over 
New York are the same as those of his
torical fascism.

Fascism, like Communism, amounts 
to a series of social experiments im
posed upon the populace by an over
armed government and a howling mob 
of true believers. Fascists are led by 
leaders who are psychotic control freaks 
demanding undivided attention at all 
times, and who are determined to mold 
people into their own preconceived 
image. They are supported by an inse
cure public who have been frightened 
into an emergency mentality where 
"crime" and "disorder" have become so 
desperate that desperate measures are 
required.

Neo Fascists of the Lower East Side
Former City Councilmember 

Antonio Pagein was a kind of predeces
sor to Giuliani-a kind of evil John the 
Baptist who carried forward the mes
sage of Rudy the Antichrist. He and his 
scheming power hungry colleagues im
posed a Giuliani-like regime upon us, 
right here on the Lower East Side- 
three and a half years before Giuliani 
took office.

The issue that these PagSndroids 
crystallized around was given the then- 
unfamiliar label of "quality of life."
When Pagan and his minions brought in 
legions of cops to close down Tompkins 
Square Park, sack the homeless en
campments, and make everyone subject 
to arrest on some petty pretext-it was 
in the name of "quality-of-life"-a politi
cal buzz word that didn’t exist in any
one’s vocabulary even ten years ago. It 
is still not part of the vocubulary of Joe 
Average, but has been used, with a se
cret meaning, by councilmember Pagan 
and Mayor Giuliani, as well as the busy
body "neighborhood activists" who 
brought these men into office. Just as 
"Final" and "Solution" mean something 
special when pronounced together as a 
phrase, "quality" "of and "life" don’t 
have the same meanings here as they do 
in the normal vernacular of New York 
City. There is a secret handshake here,

the wink of an eye invisible to the 
"other.”

"Quality of Life" is a slogan that 
originated among conservative ideo
logues in places like the Manhattan In
stitute, where Rudolph Giuliani got his 
training in ideological newspeak. "Quali
ty of Life" is the middle class ideology 
that decent people shouldn’t live with 
"bums" and that poor people’s culture 
and behavior should be run out of the 
cities, which will consequently become 
expensive real estate. This right wing 
trend, like the fascism of old, has its 
pseudo-leftist "politically correct" side 
too. Pag^n is Puerto Rican and gay and 
there are also sour-pussed lesbian fem
inists among the quality of life creep 
"community actists."

Look at what we face in the New 
York of 1998. A mayor who puts up 
video cameras to watch us on the 
streets. A mayor who wants to arrest us 
for crossing in the middle of the block. 
These are not a return to "conservative" 
traditional values but a futuristic, unpre
cedented attempt to micromanage our 
behavior-fascist social experiments in 
the purest sense of the word. Just ask 
long-time New Yorkers whether they 
ever remember a time when people got 
stopped by cops for jaywalking!

The government is even plotting 
fiendish social experiments against our 
critters. The City Department of Animal 
Control is now requiring the implanta
tion of microchips in dogs as a condition 
for obtaining a dog license. No micro
chip to identify your confiscated dog at 
the pound and off he goes to the gas 
chamber.

The authorities are empowered to 
disperse unruly crowds using pepper gas 
-demonstrations disrupt traffic, and to 
hell with freedom of assembly. Sure, you 
have a constitutional right to sell books 
on the street, but the cops will kick your 
ass for blocking the sidewalk. Sure, you 
have the right to make a poster, but the 
cops will run you in if you put it up on 
the wall. These are all attempts to sup
press the indigenous culture of New 
York, and turn the whole city into gen
eric, expensive real estate.

This is, after all, a major state* goal 
of the "quality of lifers"-to regenerate 
the core of the inner city by driving out 
the bums, including the visible elements 
of the underground economy, the street 
people, and proletarian forms of enter
tainment, like the theaters and peep 
shows of Times Square. This ideology 
dovetails, not coincidentally, with the 
control-junky, Catholic school hall moni
tor mentality of the city fathers, who are 
trying to put new meaning into the old 
saying that you can’t fight City Hall.

The only good thing about fascism is 
that it feels so good when it goes away. 
It doesn’t last forever, because a new 
generation of people comes along and 
sweeps it into the trash can of history. 
Countries that have experienced fas
cism, like Italy and Spain, often see a 
great resurgence of enlightenment after 
living under the iron heel.

For now, refuse to speak the New
speak. Disobey the bastards every 
chance you get. Jaywalking is no longer 
just a way of getting across the street; 
it’s a statement. One day, perhaps in 
just a few years, we in New York will 
break open the champagne and say 
"Generalisimo Francisco Franco is still 
dead!"

ADVERTISE IN 
THE SHADOW!!

MARGARITA LOPEZ
nue D housing projects, where Margar
ita had organized successfully to derail 
Rudy Giuliani’s proposed "Moving to 
Work" plan, which would have pushed 
project tenants out of their apartments 
after a specified period of time.)

Margarita made the last speech. It 
was difficult to realize that it was a 
successful politician speaking. She began 
by saying "I am a woman of action," and 
did not limit herself to saying that she 
was for "inclusion and bringing people 
together." She described the chain of 
events that led her to run for office, 
including the raucous Community Board 
Three meeting on June 22, 1993 in the 
very same Cooper Union Great Hall in 
which police stormed the audience at 
the request of board chairman Luis 
Sol6r, a PagSn appointee. Sol6r had lost 
control of the meeting, which was dis
cussing the eviction of the Glass House 
squat on Avenue D. Sol6r began point
ing at various people, demanding that 
the cops arrest them-including Com
munity Board members Margarita 
L6pez and Joyce Ravitz. L6pez, who 
had been loudly objecting to the vio
lence by cops against the demonstrators, 
was held in police custody for several 
hours along with nine squatter sup
porters who were beaten and carted off 
to jail. "Sitting in the paddy wagon,"
L6pez "decided that she would never 
allow the Constitution to be violated 
again against any human being."

L6pez also went into the touchy sub
ject of police brutality, stating that she 
would "fight against police brutality," al
though she would also "fight for police

men who uphold and respect the law." 
This was in sharp contrast to her prede
cessor Pag3n, whose efforts in bringing 
a curfew to Tompkins Square Park led 
to the 1988 police riot there, and who 
has been a major supporter of Rudy 
Giuliani’s "quality-of-life" blitzkrieg.

Finally, Margarita told the packed 
auditorium, which included many sign- 
waving supporters of the Lower East 
Side’s endangered community gardens,
"I will fight like you have never seen for 
the gardens of our community."

We at the SHADOW understand the 
continual pressure on New York City 
politicians to sell out and play ball with 
the permanent government of bankers 
and real estate developers. Margarita 
L6pez, however, has not minced words 
in such a way as to make such a betray
al easy for herself. We do not claim any 
revolutionary E.S.P. that can predict 
what Council Member L6pez will do.

While Margarita L6pez did play a 
role in getting Adam Purple’s Garden of 
Eden destroyed by the city in 1985, and 
she allegedly refered to the destroyed 
community gardens on the Lower East 
Side as "private spaces," now that she 
has been put into a position of power 
by those who are concerned about the 
gardens and the imminent eviction of 
Adam Purple from 184 Forsythe Street, 
we hope that Margarita will prove to be 
a woman of her word.

We will continue to watch Margar
ita’s actions with an observant but also 
sympathetic and encouraging eye, hap
py, along with the rest of our commun
ity, that our neighborhood is now repre
sented in the City Council by a decent 
human being.

NEW YORK CITY POSTMARK
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GARDEN PLOT...

CAPOCCIA ON THE RUN

where he tried to call for help on his 
cell phone. He called police, but they 
wouldn’t respond. After a while, one of 
Capoccia’s construction workers arrived. 
The thug acted tough as he escorted 
Capoccia to a car in which he made his 
escape.

GARDENER ARRESTED FOR 
RETRIEVING SURVIVING FLOWERS

On February 23, Agi Groff, one of 
the key gardeners of the Mendez Mural 
Garden, was arrested and charged with 
"criminal trespass," based on a com
plaint filed by Donald Capoccia. Groff 
was accused of having tried to rescue 
some tulips, irises and crocuses from the 
ruins of the Mendez Garden that had 
survived the December 30 bulldozing 
and which were beginning to sprout.

A few days later, a Community 
Affairs officer from the Ninth Precinct 
called Groff to convey what could be 
fairly described as a threat from Capoc
cia. Capoccia, upset about the picketing 
outside his apartment in response to his 
decision to have Groff arrested, wanted 
Groff to sign an agreement that "she 
won’t harass him any more," or he 
would have her charged with "aggrava
ted harassment."

Groff responded that she had done 
nothing to harass Capoccia, and that it 
is not within her power to stop the pick
eting, which is in any case legally pro
tected First Amendment activity.

CAPOCCIA CREW IN DEEP SHIT
OVER CARELESS EXCAVATION
On March 4, while digging and laying 

a foundation for part of their Del Este 
Village condominium project in a lot at 
the corner of East 11th Street and Ave
nue B, a construction crew working for 
Donald Capoccia undermined the foun
dation of the adjacent building at 182 
Avenue B with a large back hoe, caus
ing severe cracks and other structural 
damage.

At about 11:00 am, tenants were told 
to leave their building by Capoccia’s 
construction crew, not by police or city 
officials. Representatives of the mayor’s 
Office of Emergency Management 
(OEM) arriving on the scene told the 
tenants that they would have to wait 
two weeks for a decision from the city 
before being allowed to return. The 
whole area was immediately cordoned 
off and support beams were used to 
shore up the building, but the damage 
had already been done. The next day, 
tenants, escorted by cops one at a time, 
were able to retrieve some of their be
longings.

Page 4
A SHADOW source close to the 

landlord and tenants of 182 Avenue B 
revealed to the SHADOW that Capoc
cia’s construction/destruction crew, while 
digging a trench to fill with cement for a 
foundation, only used supports along
side the rear yard of 182. But no sup
ports were used as the foundation 
trench was dug out by a large back hoe 
alongside 182 Avenue B’s south wall. 
Apparently, the back hoe hit the build
ing’s stone mortar. In addition, the 
SHADOW has learned that after under
mining the structural integrity of the 
south wall of the building, Capoccia’s 
crew continued digging past the proper
ty line into the sidewalk area.

It has also come to light that Capoc
cia’s crew was working without posting a 
city-issued work permit on the site, as 
required by law, nor had Capoccia’s 
crew posted work permits at any of the 
other Del Este Village sites at which 
they are working. In addition, according 
to a SHADOW source, Capoccia’s crew 
does not have permits for the equip
ment they are using at the sites, such as 
pile drivers.

Despite Capoccia’s crew shoring up 
the south wall of 182 Avenue B after 
the fact, the SHADOW’S man on the 
scene says "it’s no good." The source 
told the SHADOW that supports have 
been installed in the basement and first 
floors of 182 Avenue B, but reports that 
walls are separating from, the floors in
side and out, and new cracks are devel
oping. A tenant in the building told the 
media that before Capoccia’s crew dam
aged her building on March 4, she had 
noticed plaster falling for several days 
as Capoccia’s back hoe dug away next 
door.

A building contractor consulted by 
the SHADOW explained that the build
ing’s joists could be reinforced with sup
ports, floor by floor, from the ground 
floor up, and then the brick wall could 
be rebuilt, "if anyone was really inter
ested in saving it."

After refusing to return telephone 
calls by the media, BFC Associates, Ca
poccia’s construction company, has since 
issued a press release in which they 
claim that the owner of 182 Avenue B 
was responsible for the damage, since, 
according to BFC’s interpretation of the 
city.’s regulations, they didn’t dig lower 
than 8 feet. Apparently, city inspectors 
do not agree. A "Stop Work" order 
posted at the 11th Street and Avenue B 
work site by the Department of Build
ings reads: "Failure to protect adjoining 
structure during demolition."

As of March 12, the SHADOW has 
learned that 182 Avenue B landlord Sy 
Bernardi plans to sue Capoccia and 
BFC construction for damaging his 
building and forcing his tenants to evac

CAPOCCIA’S BACK HOE RESTS AT SOUTH WALL OF 182 AVENUE B, 
JUST AFTER CAUSING STRUCTURAL DAMAGE

uate. The tenants are still waiting for 
word from the city as to whether they 
will be allowed to return to their apart
ments. Meanwhile, they have organized 
and have retained an attorney. They 
plan to sue Capoccia, BFC, the land
lord, and possibly the city as well. At 
presstime, the city has not yet an
nounced a decision on whether to de
molish or have 182 Avenue B repaired.

The SHADOW has learned that be
fore getting his building hit by Capoc
cia’s crew, Bernardi had been trying for 
years to sell it, without success. Now, ac
cording to some observers, it looks as 
though Capoccia has just bought himself 
a building-the hard way.

Meanwhile, further east on Eleventh 
Street, a half block from the scene of 
Capoccia’s latest misdeed, a huge pile 
driver sits idle in a vacant lot, the re
mains of the Toy Garden, destroyed by 
Capoccia’s crew on December 30. A 
woman living next door to the lot with 
her young children told the SHADOW 
that the pile driving by Capoccia’s crew 
has caused her building to shake vio
lently. "It’s like an earthquake," she said. 
Her fear is that Capoccia will cause 
damage to her building, as he did to 182 
Avenue B. Another observer of the pile 
driving wondered aloud if Capoccia isn’t 
purposely trying to undermine and 
cause the collapse of buildings adjoining 
the garden lots he acquired so that he 
could have even more land to build on.

In response to the damage to 182 
Avenue B, tenants of buildings next to 
the two lots on East 11th Street ac
quired by Capoccia for the Del Este

MENDEZ GARDEN DESTRUCTION COMPLETED

Village project have organized for their 
protection against possible future prob
lems caused by Capoccia’s crews.

Luckily for area residents, OEM dir
ector Jerry Hauer announced that the 
city is halting any more work by Capoc
cia and BFC at all construction sites for 
the Del Este Village yuppie condo pro
ject, pending further investigation.

CAPOCCIA SUES TO SILENCE 
GARDEN ACTIVISTS

On March 4, as he monitored the 
situation at 182 Avenue B with his 
neighbors, garden activist Todd Edel- 
man was served with a summons by an 
agent for Donald Capoccia. Edeleman 
discovered that the plaintiffs, Donald 
Capoccia and BFC&R East 11th Street, 
LLC (Capoccia’s construction com
pany’s legal entity created specifically 
for the Del Este Village project), are 
suing Edelman and three other activists 
for $2 million each, alleging "defama
tion," "tortious interference with con
tract," "assault and battery," and "harass
ment." The suit seeks $1 million in com
pensatory damages and $1 million in 
punitive damages, plus interest. Appar
ently, Edelman’s name was obtained by 
Capoccia through press releases issued 
by Edelman concerning the demolition 
of community gardens by Capoccia and 
through Edelman’s numerous appear
ances on local television. One of the 
defendants in Capoccia’s suit is de
scribed as "John Doe 1-10," apparently 
to allow Capoccia to add defendants as 
he desires. As of presstime, Capoccia 
has failed to serve any other defendants, 
including "John Doe 1-10."

In the opinion of one of the 
SHADOW’S attorneys and legal ad
visors, Capoccia has shot himself in the 
foot. Activist attorney Stanley Cohen, 
when told of Capoccia’s suit against gar- 

1 den activists, told the SHADOW: "Ca
poccia can read this any way he wants 
to, but the first best defense that pre
vails universally is the truth! Capoccia, 
because he has systematically insinuated 
himself into the housing controversy on 
the Lower East Side, making political 
contacts and shaping events, must be 
considered a public figure and as such, 
there is a much higher burden of proof 
on his part." Stanley Cohen’s legal ad
vice for Capoccia? "Grow up!"

If Capoccia’s purpose in filing suit 
against a few of the many people op
posed to his activities on the Lower 
East Side is to frighten them and others 
into silence and submission, he has 
failed. Another SHADOW legal advisor 
says that with his suit, Capoccia has now 
opened himself up to further scrutiny. 
The defendants will be able to file dis-

See GARDEN PLOT On Page 21



ADAM PURPLE’S LAST STAND
By Chris Flash

Adam Purple, the legendary Lower 
East Side artist best known for creating 
The Garden of Eden, a world-famous 
"Eartwork," has been living without gas, 
electricity or running water for 17 years. 
Now he is being threatened with evic
tion from his home of 26 years.

On February 24, 1972, Adam moved 
to 184 Forsyth Street as a tenant, and 
later became the building superinten- 
dant for landlord Sol Janklowitz of Ber- 
mike Realty in Brooklyn. When Janklo
witz abandoned the building in Novem
ber of 1976, Adam and the building’s 
residents took over and kept the fur
nace running. In February 1981, in an 
effort to get paid for utilities, Con Edi
son asked the city who owned the build
ing. According to the Inner City Light 
newspaper, Con Ed was told the "Pur
ple People" owned it, even though the 
City of New York had taken the build
ing in an "In-Rem" foreclosure. As the 
landlord, the city is responsible for pro
viding electricity for hall lights and the 
furnace, but it has refused. Con Ed then 
cut off all utilities to 184 Forsyth. Soon, 
the water pipes froze and burst, and the 
water had to be cut off. Adam says that 
the tenants tried to get help from vari
ous city agencies, but "we got the run
around." The tenants then moved out 
one by one, until finally, only Adam was 
left.

In July 1980, the city began billing 
Adam $2,400 per month for rent as 
"John Peter Zenger II". The bills 
stopped in August of 1992 when a re
porter asked the city why they were 
charging rent while providing no ser

vices at 184 Forsyth. By then, the total 
rent charge had reached $352,706.

At the time Adam moved to 184 
Forsyth, the city was facing bankrupcy. 
With the economy in a deep recession, 
insurance companies and banks "red- 
lined" certain neighborhoods, making it 
impossible for small landlords to keep 
their buildings. Some landlords who 
were insured torched their buildings to 
cash out, while others simply walked 
away. At the same time, crime increased 
as heroin flooded the Lower East Side, 
further fueling the cycle of arson, aban
donment, and "white flight" (the middle 
class moving from the city to suburbs). 
Throughout the 1970s, the City of New 
York amassed a huge portfolio of real 
estate. Instead of repairing their housing 
stock, buildings that were unsafe or 
burned out were either sealed or simply 
demolished.

Around 1974, Adam, watching kids 
at play in a rubble-strewn pit where two 
buildings had stood on Eldridge Street, 
decided that a garden would better 
serve his community. By the time he 
and his neighbors finished creating a 
garden, the city had taken down more 
adjacent buildings, and the garden ex
panded into those lots as well. At its 
peak, The Garden of Eden, with a large 
double yin-yang center, encompassed 
five lots, had 45 fruit and nut trees, 
attracted tourists from all over the 
world and was featured in National 
Geographic magazine (Sept. 1984).

By 1985, Adam says, the city con
sidered The Garden of Eden a threat: 
"They couldn’t just say ‘go away,’ so

ABC No Rio now has a tremendous opportunity. The City of New York has 
offered to sell us the four-story building we occupy at 156 Rivington Street for 
one dollar if we can raise the money to renovate and maintain it.

Finally, we can create a secure home for the programs and events that 
make ABC No Rio special and expand the scale and scope of our activities.

We envision a multi-use community arts center-an open and accessible 
resource for artists, activists, and youth. Our plans for the site include a photo
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ADAM PURPLE AND THE GARDEN OF EDEN

they found a HUD project and got all 
the local poverty pimps to jump up and 
down and say *we need housing, we 
don’t need flowers.’ They divide the 
community, conquer it, and everybody 
loses.” A transcript of testimony in an 
August 22, 1985 US District Court hear
ing provided to the SHADOW by Adam 
reveals false and contradictory testi
mony by "housing organizers," including 
Margarita Lopez, now city councilmem- 
ber representing part of the Lower East 
Side. At the time, Lopez said: "our peo
ple don’t go there...that garden never 
was put together in a way that included 
our children..." The purpose of this testi
mony was to support the false claim

that Adam had created a private gar
den, unavailable to the community. One 
poverty pimp remarked "Well, it may be 
art, but his canvas is too big.”

On January 8, 1986, The Garden of 
Eden was destroyed to make way for 
the "Infil” housing project, that Adam 
says was chosen for the site of the gar
den "because the garden was there. It 
was deliberately used by the city to 
smash something they found offensive."

Adam says "I call the garden a psy
chic booby trap. Who gets caught in a 
psychic booby trap, except a psychic 
booby? They destroyed the garden but 
they got caught, and now they have to

See ADAM PURPLE On Page 22
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darkroom, a silk-screen printing facility, a small press resource center, 
expanded space for art, music, and performance activity, and office and 
meeting space for ABC No Rio and other community organizations.

To accomplish this, ABC No Rio must raise over $130,000. This is far more 
than we have ever raised before. A fundraising effort to reach our target has 
begun. We need your help to meet this challenge. Please send donations to 
ABC No Rio, 156 Rivington Street, New York, NY 10009. Please write or call 
212-254-3697for more information about our plans and proposal.
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TENANTS FIGHT RENT 
DEPOSIT REQUIREMENT

By Steven Wishnia

EVICTED BRONX HOMESTEADERS 
RETAKE THEIR BUILDING

By Manny Goldstein & Nancy Drew

In the eight months since New 
York’s ruling troika weakened the 
state’s rent-control laws last year, tenant 
groups have focused on fighting the new 
requirement that tenants sued for not 
paying rent must deposit the rent into 
court-or lose the right to contest their 
eviction.

The law, which affects all of the over 
300,000 cases filed in the city’s Housing 
Court each year, went into effect Oct.
20. Tenant lawyers, calling it "mandatory 
eviction," challenged it immediately, and 
have won favorable rulings in several 
cases. In December, State Supreme 
Court Judge Emily Jane Goodman 
issued an emergency order halting its 
enforcement, but the Pataki administra
tion appealed it, meaning the law re
mains in effect. Governor Pataki and 
landlord groups were also able to get 
the case switched to a different judge.

Landlord groups pushed hard for 
mandatory deposits last year, and got 
them quietly slipped into the Pataki- 
Bruno-Silver deal to preserve the rent 
laws while its details were being worked 
out. In the weeks leading up to the June 
15 deal, the issue received relatively 
little notice from tenants, who were 
mainly worried about whether the 
state’s entire system of tenant protec
tions would survive. It also got little 
attention in the mainstream media, 
which generally dealt with rent deposits 
as a perfectly reasonable way for land
lords to deal with the alleged multitudes 
of tenants who were supposedly scam- 
ming the system by stretching out evic
tion proceedings as long as they possibly 
could.

"Even the landlords’ own research 
undermines these claims," charges Legal 
Aid lawyer Judith Goldiner, citing a 
1995 study commissioned by the Rent 
Stabilization Association that found that 
over 50% of Housing Court cases are 
resolved within two months.

The law contains two main provi
sions. One section states that Housing 
Court judges can no longer sign an "or
der to show cause" to prevent a sche
duled eviction unless the tenant either 
pays the landlord the full amount of the 
judgment or deposits the amount into 
court within five days. This could affect 
as many as 150,000 people a year who 
ask judges to grant brief stays of evic
tion on the grounds that they either 
don’t owe the money or need a few 
more days to get it together.

The other provision requires judges 
to order tenants evicted when a case is 
more than 30 days old or has been ad
journed twice, unless the tenant can de
posit into court the amount claimed by 
the landlord after the case begins.

"Tenants whose income has been in
terrupted for any reason, or who are be
ing charged an illegal rent that they can
not afford, face prompt eviction under 
this law, with no chance to present de
fenses such as hazardous conditions in 
the apartment," says Kenny Schaeffer of 
the Metropolitan Council on Housing. 
He estimates that these two provisions 
will lead to as many as 40,000 or 50,000 
additional families being evicted every 
year.

One of the tenants in the suit, Luz 
Rosario, claims that she paid all of her 
rent with money orders. Her landlord 
disputes this, and since it generally takes 
more than 30 days to trace money or
ders, she was not ready for trial within 
30 days.

In an earlier case, Civil Court Judge 
Philip Straniere of Staten Island ruled 
last November that the ban on orders to

show cause was unconstitutional, saying 
that it violates "the inherent authority of 
the Court" to prevent evictions in the 
interests of justice, as well as infringing 
tenants’ rights to due process and equal 
protection under the law.

The tenant in that case, Atanya 
Jones, had worked out an installment 
plan with her landlord and already paid 
over $2,500 in back rent she owed, but 
had missed a $400 payment due on Oc
tober 20. The landlord obtained an evic
tion warrant the next day.

Judge Straniere ruled that not being 
allowed to issue an order to show cause 
would "result in the tenant being evicted 
from the apartment and deprived of 
that property right without a hearing." 
However, his decision is not binding on 
other judges unless it is upheld by a 
state appeals court.

Judge Straniere’s decision followed 
arguments made by tenant lawyers, who 
charged that the new law makes 
tenants’ right to a hearing in court 
subject to their ability to come up with 
what the landlord claims they owe, even 
if it is more than what they actually 
owe.

Mandatory deposits, argued Judith 
Goldiner last fall in the New York Law 
Journal, "will dramatically increase 
homelessness in the city." They would 
particularly afflict welfare recipients, 
who can apply for an extra housing al
lowance from the state Department of 
Social Services if their rent is over $286 
a month.

"The court has no power to issue a 
stay even where rent arrears can be ob
tained from DSS, or where a tenant has 
a legitimate excuse, such as hospitaliza
tion, mental illness, unpaid child sup
port, or even having paid the judgment 
after the warrant was issued," she wrote. 
"Even if DSS pays the rent, but does so 
after the eviction warrant has been 
issued, the court cannot stay the family’s 
eviction."

Tenants sued in Housing Court are 
overwhelmingly poor or working-class, 
vulnerable to temporary loss of income 
due to a layoff, illness, or a death in the 
family. An early 1990s survey found that 
47% had incomes below $10,000 per 
year, and 82% made less than $25,000. 
In Housing Court cases, over 90% of 
tenants are not represented by lawyers, 
while more than 90% of landlords are.

A long-established urban homestead 
at 672-674 East 136th Street in the 
Mott Haven section of the South Bronx 
was evicted at midday on Friday 
December 5 by up to 300 riot police, 
some armed with machine guns. Five 
residents were arrested on trespassing 
and other misdemeanor charges, includ
ing a journalist who was on the scene.

The building was served with a va
cate order two weeks earlier. The 
homesteaders, declaring that the order 
was illegal, immediately hung their 
building with banners reading: "HPD, 
HANDS OFF OUR HOMES AND 
OUR LIVES", "WE DEMAND DUE 
PROCESS OF LAW,” "SOMOS 
DUENOS DE NUESTRO EDIFICIO 
(WE OWN OUR BUILDING)" and 
"PAREN EL DESALOJO (STOP THE 
EVICTION)."

The residents also sought, but failed 
to obtain, an injunction in court against 
the eviction. The case is still pending, 
but the building has been sealed up by 
the city and may face demolition.

On Thursday November 20, three 
NYPD patrol cars, three fire trucks and 
several vehicles from Housing Preserva
tion & Development (HPD) and the 
Mayor’s Office of Emergency Manage
ment (OEM) arrived at the building 
with the vacate order, and were appar
ently prepared to commence evictions. 
But TV news camera crews showed up, 
and the authorities just posted the va
cate order on the building’s exterior wall 
and left.

The HPD bureaucrats said the use of 
kerosene and propane heaters by build
ing occupants presented a fire hazard. 
The homesteaders countered that the 
family that had used the heaters had al
ready moved from the building, and 
there were now no fire hazards.

672-674 East 136th Street has no 
landlord, and the tenants say they have 
been the legal owners of the building 
since the early 1980s, under the doctrine 
of adverse possession.

On December 5, police returned in 
force for a paramilitary-style eviction 
raid on the building. Residents were 
forced to kneel at gunpoint as their 
rooms were searched. Residents’ dogs 
were confiscated, and some pet cats are 
still missing. Belongings, including books 
and computers, were hauled away and 
taken to a warehouse in Queens. Au

thorities say the possessions will not be 
returned without "proof of ownership." 
All five of those arrested were put 
through the system and held overnight. 
Access to and from the housing projects 
across Cypress Avenue from the home
stead was cut off by the police, who 
broke into the auto repair shop across 
136th Street and searched for weapons.

The State Supreme Court is set to 
hear the homesteaders’ claim that the 
vacate order violated due process. They 
say that the eviction amounted to an il
legal confiscation of their property.

While awaiting the result of their 
appeal against HPD, the homesteaders 
re-occupied their building, where their 
lives go on as before, with the exception 
of living in a partially sealed building.

672-674 East 136th Street is adjacent 
to the Port Morris Industrial Area and 
within the South Bronx’s Orwellian- 
named Economic Empowerment Zone- 
a domestic version of the third-world 
-Free Trade Zones, where corporations 
can exploit local labor with no burden
some taxes, unions or environmental 
regulations. The Bronx EEZ is being 
eyed for development by the New York 
Post and waste disposal interests. The 
672-674 East 136th Street residents 
suspect that the Giuliani administration 
wants their building destroyed to make 
way for new industrial real estate 
development.

Another factor to consider is that the 
homesteaders are vigorous community 
activists. The Cherry Tree Association, 
based at the homestead, manages six 
gardens in the neighborhood, including 
one adjacent to the building, just under 
the Bruckner Expressway. The Cherry 
Tree Association is the principal Bronx 
contact for the New York City Coalition 
for the Preservation of Gardens. Many 
residents are also involved in a Maya 
Indian-based spiritual organization, Casa 
del Sol.

At the time of the vacate order, 
there were more than 60 residents in 
the building. One extended family 
moved out following the vacate order, 
and was taken to a local shelter. The 
rest held out at the homestead.

In addition to their appeal, the 
homesteaders have requested a time ex
tension on the vacate order from HPD 
Commissioner Richard Roberts. HPD 
could either enforce the vacate order or 
proceed with emergency repair. The 
homesteaders have asked HPD to work 
with them on any repairs which may be 
necessary, but so far have received no 
response.

The Mott Haven homesteaders are 
urging supporters to call or write HPD 
Commissioner Richard Roberts to insist 
that HPD either work with them or 
leave 672-674 East 136th Street alone. 
(Richard Roberts: 212-863-6100, 212- 
267-2565 FAX, 100 Gold Street, 5th 
Floor, New York, NY 10038)
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MIDNIGHT DEMOLITION....THE 16 CLINTON STREET 
TENANTS ASSOCIATION SPEAKS OUT

By Joan Moossy
(In SHADOW 042, reporter Steven Wishnia reported the saga of the tenants of 16 
Clinton Street, whose landlords attempted an evacuation, claiming that a rear wall that 
was badly in need of repair, was about to collapse. Instead, city inspectors allowed 
tenants to remain, fined the landlords $2,000 and ordered them to make the necessary 
repairs. Only after the tenants worked together and got several court orders last year, 
did the landlords finally make the court-ordered repairs. This could have been a much 
different outcome, considering that 172 Stanton Street was evacuated and demolished 
under the same pretext that the 16 Clinton Street landlords tried to use against their 
tenants. What follows is the story of the 16 Clinton Street tenants’ fight, by the tenants 
themselves-Ed.)
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The sign by the freshly painted 

beam in the staircase at 16 Clinton 
Street read "Caution Pain." It was a 
misspelling of a house painter’s warn
ing, but an apt reminder of the tenants’ 
suffering for the past fourteen months. 
Construction work, beginning with the 
installation of structural beams in July 
1997, marked the first move by the 
landlord towards addressing the ”C" 
violation imposed by the New York 
City Department of Buildings in July 
1996. According to the housing law,
”C" violations must be repaired within 
24 hours. The tenants knew nothing of 
this potentially hazardous situation until 
December 4, 1996.

Resident Connie Yancy says her 
62nd birthday on December 4, 1996 
wasn’t as happy as it should have 
been. "Our landlady served us a 24 
hour vacate notice, claiming the build
ing was falling. How do you pull to
gether 36 years of your life and go, 
and where do you go? I’m a tenant of 
Apartment #5, a senior citizen, and I 
hope to see my 63rd year.”

The "C violation on the building 
wasn’t the only one. There were HPD 
violations in all of the apartments. They 
included sloping floors due to rotting 
joists. Rats and other vermin gained 
access to the apartments through un
repaired gaps in the walls and floors.

One tenant, Sophie Sulaiman, was 
pregnant through the nightmare and 
gave birth to a child, only to have to 
move into an over-crowded apartment 
around the corner, with relatives, dur
ing the construction. We lived in uncer
tainty as the landlord radically altered 
the construction schedule agreed to in 
our third attempt at a court-ordered 
agreement. A notice to pay back rent 
was served on a tenant who had can
celed checks to show that the rent had 
been paid. The threat of losing our 
homes in a sudden eviction created 
the most fundamental kind of anxiety 
during a continuing and never-ending 
saga of lies, abuse, and more lies from 
the building's most recent landlords.

We have an outstanding lawyer’s 
bill that is straining poor working im
migrant families, elderly veterans of the 
Lower East Side struggles, teachers, 
and artists. We have been forced to 
battle a real estate company called 
Shun Lin, Inc., but thanks to our 
friends and neighbors who attended 
our fund raising side-walk sale last 
spring, we are still in the fight. (Please 
stay tuned for our next fundraiser.)

Tenant spokesperson Salley May 
has been in the thick of the battle to 
save 16 Clinton Street from unscrupu
lous real estate developers. “This last 
year has been horrific. I have felt re-

Police rushed in and grabbed me.”
As he was thrown into a police car, 

Friedlander’s back was injured, requir
ing medical attention. He was held for 
two hours at the 7th precinct on Pitt 
Street, charged with "disorderly con
duct," and was released with a Desk Ap
pearance Ticket. Police are keeping 
Friedlander’s bag of belongings as evi
dence against him. The city did how
ever, return to him one guitar pulled 
from the wreckage, its neck broken.

Meanwhile, legal efforts to save the 
building may have prompted the city to 
speed up demolition. Supreme Court 
Justice Elliot Wilk, informed of the situ
ation by community activists, gave per
mission for lawyers to bring papers to 
his home that night so that he could 
issue a temporary restraining order 
against demolishing the building. Notar
ized documents had been prepared at 
the Red Cross relief center set up at a 
nearby junior high school for the evacu
ated tenants who signed a petition and 
sworn affidavits:

"/, Muhith Mohammad Ahmed, hereby 
swear: Our building is right now being de
stroyed. My possessions are still inside the 
building including my schoolbooks, 
homework, clothing money and other 
personal belongings. The police will not 
let us reclaim our things. They say that 
only after the building is demolished, then 
they will allow us to dig through the rub
ble, after our things are lost and de
stroyed. And yet, I have seen men going 
in and out of the building all day, even as 
we have been refused entry. City workers, 
police, others come in and out, run up 
and down the stairs, everybody is allowed 
in, it seems, except for us, the people who 
live there. Please order the city to allow 
us to get our things before they destroy the 
building."

"I, Stanley Kleinkopf hereby swear: 
Around nine o’ clock this morning my 
neighbors heard a rumbling. Now our 
building is being demolished and we have 
not been allowed to reclaim our 
possessions, including jewelry, our medi-

lentlessly violated, harassed, and unim
portant. My life has been consumed by 
efforts to protect myself and other ten
ants in the building, leaving me without 
time or energy to lift myself out of an 
exhausted, angry depression."

Rashid Ahmed is an immigrant from 
Bangladesh who supports a family 
with three children. He says, "I missed 
a lot of work because of going to 
court, and always worried about land
lord harassment, such as lawyer no
tices, breaking my bathroom, pushing 
my daughter and screaming at my 
wife, and the landlord trying to throw 
me out from the apartment for the last 
10 months."

Through our experiences in Hous
ing Court, Buildings Department hear
ings, doing research, making thou
sands of phone calls, our fund raising 
sidewalk sale, and all the other time 
consuming and energy draining efforts 
to survive, we have become aware of 
the unfair treatment of other poor and 
struggling people in New York City.
We feel enormous compassion for our 
neighbors displaced from buildings on 
East 13th Street, 5th Street, 1st Street 
and 2nd Avenue, and most recently,
172 Stanton Street. We know that the 
threat of eviction and demolition alone 
is enough to extinguish any further 
possibility of feeling secure in our 
homes.

During the construction at 16 Clin
ton Street, Sam Hyman, our oldest 
tenant association member at the age

cation, our pet cat named "Honey” and 
everything else we own. I am 75 years old 
and Mrs. Kleinkopf is 71. My bankbook 
and financial papers are still in the apart
ment. My medical bills....everything.
Please stop the demolition and allow us 
to reclaim our things and our lives.”

"I, Steven Fleischer, request that we be 
allowed to retrieve our belongings as pro
mised by members of the Fire Inspectors 
and Building Inspectors. In my apartment 
are precious antiques, photo equipment, 
diplomas, awards, family photos, optical 
equipment, locksmith equipment, elec
trical, many tools of my trade, all my 
clothes, TV’s, appliances, etc, etc, etc, etc. 
My whole life is there."

”1, Marcelino Garcia, hereby swear: The 
building is right now being demolished. It 
is still safe to enter-there are many men 
inside right now. I and my neighbors are 
losing everything a lot of valuable things, 
including money, jewelry, important pa
pers and medicines. There are two cats 
and two pets birds on three floors that are 
still stranded in the building.

When word of the imminent arrival 
of the court papers reached the press 
area, several witnesses reported that 
OEM Deputy Director Gerry McCarty 
made a call on his cell phone and gave 
the go-ahead for the demolition of 172 
Stanton Street, at approximately 7:00 
pm. Tenants chanted: "Mr. McCarty, 
stop your party!" and "Save our build
ing!" as demolition began, but anger 
soon gave way to tears.

"We don’t accelerate or decelerate 
because of a proposed injunction,"
OEM Director Jerome M. Hauer told 
The New York Times. OEM public infor
mation official Sunny Mindel, reached 
by the SHADOW, insisted that the deci
sion to commence demolition at that 
time came from the Buildings Depart
ment.

Ted Birkhahn, Buildings Department 
spokesman, claims: "The building was in 
imminent danger of collapsing. We had

Continued On Page 20

of 92, was taken to his care-taker 
Carrie Johnson’s home in Queens to 
stay for the two weeks that the work 
crews would be inside his apartment. 
The landlord refused to make any spe
cial accommodation for Mr. Hyman, 
despite his age and infirmity. After only 
a few hours in Queens, Ms. Johnson 
was forced to bring Mr. Hyman home 
because she could not convince him 
that his apartment was not being taken 
away. Meanwhile, Edwin Sulaiman, our 
youngest building resident, born dur
ing the battles, spent his first days in 
someone else’s home.

There are still some problems at 16 
Clinton Street, but we have shared so 
many of our difficulties with you that 
now we would like to share some of 
the good news. The construction to 
address the structural problems is fin
ished, so our building is safe. All but 
one family remain in their apartments. 
The rent-stabilized tenants recently 
signed lease renewal forms with legally 
allowable increases. The 16 Clinton 
Street Tenants Association is a diverse 
multicultural group of people repre
senting six apartments, and as many 
religious and cultural back-grounds, 
but the differences are not important. It 
is what we have in common that is im
portant, and it is through this bond 
that we have survived so far. Don’t fall 
for the artificial lines that tlivide. Meet 
your neighbors, organize your build
ing, and save your homes.
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ARTISTS FIGHT AGAINST GIULIANFS 
ATTACKS ON VENDORS

By Robert Lederman
Parks Department Increases

Attacks on Artists’ Rights
Continuing his plan to privatize 

every square inch of public property in 
New York, on February 11, mayor 
Giuliani turned the management of 
Central Park over to the Central Park 
Conservancy, an elite group of vendor- 
hating multimillionaires. Meanwhile, the 
artists who display their work in front 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
were notified that beginning March 1, 
they would be required to obtain a 
Parks Department artist permit for one 
of only twenty “Met" spots, each of 
which will measure six feet. According 
to the Parks Department,.artists who 
set up without the permit will be ar
rested and their art will be confiscated.

City Council Proposes
New Vending Ordinance

Simultaneous with the Parks De
partment’s announcements, a new bill 
was submitted to the City Council re
quiring all vendors to obtain a license, 
a permit, and a warrant. Street artists 
would only be required to obtain a 
permit and a warrant. The license 
allows the operation of a business, the 
permit allows use of a display or stand 
approved by the City, and the warrant 
allows setting up in an actual location 
on the street. The total one-year cost 
for the three documents would be ap
proximately three to five hundred dol
lars. Only one vendor would be war
ranted to sell on each unrestricted 
block. The City would decide which 
vendor is given the warrant for each 
block. If the artist or vendor is found 
guilty of two violations of the vending 
ordinance rules in one year, they 
would lose their license, permit and 
warrant.

Warranting is intended to eventually 
turn all street vending into a conces
sion system, with the vending locations 
going to the highest bidder. Once 
that’s done, today’s food carts will be 
replaced by McDonalds carts, inde
pendent newspaper stands will be re
place by stands owned by the Times, 
the Post, and the Daily News, street 
artists will be replaced by kiosks 
owned by galleries, and general ven
dors will be replaced by Disney sou
venir stands. Traditional independent 
vending will be finished.

What About the Federal Court Case 
That Artists Won?

While the City’s new ordinance 
does exempt artists from the license, 
the permit and warrant requirements 
are simply another version of the 
license requirement. The Mayor and 
the Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs) that initiated the street artist 
arrests in 1993 do not respect the 
Federal courts, the First Amendment, 
or the US Constitution. They have 
been pushing the City to find a way 
around the court decision of October 
16, 1996, since the day it was written. 
They are also behind the war on veter
an, food, and general vendors.

The Federal Court Ruling
On October 16, 1996, The Second 

Circuit ruled in the case of Bery v. City 
of New York/Lederman v. City of New 
York, 1996: "The City’s requirements 
that appellants be licensed in order to 
sell their artwork in public spaces con
stitutes an unconstitutional infringe
ment of their First Amendment rights... 
paintings, photographs, prints and 
sculptures, such as those appellants 
seek to display and sell in public areas 
of the City, always communicate some 
idea or concept to those view it, and

as such are entitled to full First 
Amendment protection... The City fur
ther argues that appellants are free to 
display their artwork publicly without a 
license, they simply cannot sell it.
These arguments must fail. The sale of 
protected materials is also protected."

The City’s Legal Strategy
The proposed new vending ordinance 
has been constructed by lawyers 
working for both the BIDs and the City 
so that it has a chance of standing up 
in court if artists bring another lawsuit. 
The newly-proposed ordinance allows 
First Amendment-protected artists and 
book vendors to sell anywhere, without 
a license, permit, or warrant (including 
on restricted streets) so long as they 
hold the art or books in their hands 
and do not use a fixed display of any 
kind. This is to allow the City to falsely 
claim in court that First Amendment 
rights are not beinq restricted, only the 
right to use a table or other display, 
which will be presented as a "public 
safety" issue.

Artists Fight Back
Since February 24, Parks Enforce

ment Patrol (PEP) police have been 
confiscating art outside the Met, in bla
tant contempt of the Federal Court rul
ing. Each day, as many as 40 PEP 
and NYPD officers are on duty "guard
ing" the artists.

On March 5, Chief Brash, head of 
Parks Enforcement, and Thomas Ro- 
zinsky, legal counsel for the Parks 
Department, made their daily inspec
tion of the area in front of the Met, 
made cell phone calls to the Parks De
partment headquarters in the Arsenal 
building in Central Park and to mayor 
Giuliani’s office, and then supervised a 
sweep of art confiscations. The troops 
seized works of art and some legal 
books that were on display. Brash and 
Rozinsky quickly left the area when ar
tists began denouncing them in ryth
mic chants and attempted to sell them 
works of art in open defiance of the 
permit requirement.

Each wave of confiscations by po
lice has been met by artists shouting 
slogans, making speeches against 
Giuliani, blowing whistles, and inviting 
cops to confiscate even more art. One 
artist, diessed in a prison uniform, 
stands by the curb holding a sign that 
says: "Honk if you hate Giuliani." How
ever, no confiscations are made when 
media representatives are known by 
Parks Department personnel to be 
present.

The One Cent Protest
The Met Museum refuses to take a 

public stand on this issue, though 
Parks Commissioner Henry Stern, in a 
March 3 interview with ”NY1 Inside City 
Hall," said he is being thanked private
ly by Met officials for the Parks Depart
ment’s policy against art vendors.

On February 27, William Leurs and 
Phillipe de Montibello, both of the Met, 
issued a memo to all Met employees, 
describing a future schedule of arrests 
and confiscations, while denying any 
involvement. In response, artists have 
been handing a penny to each mus
eum visitor, urging them to use it for 
the voluntary admission price. The Met 
is estimated to have lost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars since the One 
Cent Protest.

On March 1, there were four arrests 
when, what police described as a 
"riot," broke out as A.R.T.I.S.T. presi
dent Robert Lederman was arrested 
for writing "God Bless America" and

"Giuliani=Police State" with chalk in 
front of a block-long police barricade. 
Earlier, sixteen artists lost their works 
to cops over a three hour period, dur
ing which 40 summonses were issued. 
When a television news crew arrived, 
the art confiscations immediately 
stopped.

On March 6, the PEP again confis
cated art from and issued multiple 
summonses to art vendors outside the 
Met. Twenty artists and protestors con
tinued to put out more pieces of art to 
replace the losses and to defy the un
constitutional permit requirement.

Soo Balmuth, a 51-year-old grand
mother, was arrested after she refused 
to stop displaying her art, despite re
ceiving three summonses that day.
She was thrown to the ground and 
handcuffed by the PEP police and 
shoved into their vehicle. An ambu
lance was later called to the Central 
Park precinct to examine Balmuth’s in
juries.

Throughout the day, police seized 
hand-painted protest signs and ban
ners, and snatched and destroyed 
others. PEP officers seemed to be 
attempting to incite a riot or otherwise 
provoke a violent confrontation in 
order to justify mass arrests.

Such episodes continue almost 
daily as artists assert their right to 
display and sell their works, under the 
porotection of the Federal court ruling.

What Can You Do About It?
Artists, and the City’s thousands of 

vendors, have three options to con
sider. Option A is to do nothing and 
hope for the best. This is what some 
artists and vendors might prefer and is 
exactly what the City hopes we will all 
do. If we do nothing, they will pass the 
new ordinance and prepare to arrest 
hundreds of artists and vendors and 
confiscate their property. The Met 
artists will be forced into a lottery for 
the 20 permits which the Parks Depart
ment will eventually turn into conces
sions. Option B is to file a lawsuit and 
let the lawyers do everything. We can 
get lawyers to seek injunctions pre
venting the City and the Parks Depart
ment from putting the new regulations 
into effect. If we get one or more in
junctions, the new rules will be sus
pended until the court cases are fin
ished. If we lose the court case, the 
new rules will immediately go into 
effect. If we win one or more of these 
cases, which may take years, the 
City’s and the BID’S lawyers will just 
find another way to restrict us. Option 
C is political action, demonstrating, 
defying the new rules, refusing to ap
ply for a permit, license, or warrant

and continuing to practice nonviolent 
civil disobedience in order to stand up 
for our rights. Options A and B are 
easy. They avoid personal investment, 
responsibility, or risk. Unfortunately, A 
and B will most likely result in the end 
of vending. Option C involves an in
vestment of our time and effort and 
facing the risk of summonses or arrest.

The thing that most distinguishes 
Option C from Options A or B is that it 
has been proven to work. For four 
years, A.R.T.I.S.T. members stood their 
ground against constant police harass
ment, arrests, confiscations, and crim
inal court cases. Long before our court 
case was won, we had brought the 
City’s artist arrest policy to a standstill. 
We succeeded in generating hundreds 
of newspaper articles and television 
and radio pieces resulting in interna
tional attention to our cause and em
barrassment for the City, the Mayors, 
and the BIDs. To win the next stage of 
the fight, we need to continue these 
activities on an even larger scale.

Concerned citizens can call those 
responsible for the City’s assault on 
artists at the Met and give them some 
grief:

Henry Stern, NYC Parks Commis
sioner: 212-360-1305; Thomas Rozin- 
ski, General Counsel for the Parks De
partment: 212-360-1314; William Leurs, 
President of Metropolitan Museum of 
Art: 212-570-3900; Ashton Hawkins, 
Legal Counsel for the Met: 212-570- 
3936; Central Park Conservancy: 212- 
SI 5-0385.

Robert Lederman is president of 
AR.T.I.S.T. (Artists Response To Illegal 

State Tactics) Phone: 718-369-2111;
E-mail: ARTISTpres@aol.com;

Web site: http://www.openair.org/ 
alerts/artist/nyc. html
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'MIDNIGHT MARAUDER" NABBED 
DEFACING HATED PEDESTRIAN 

BARRICADES!!
By Mildred Pierce

Superbowl Sunday night, while most 
of New York City was at home watching 
TV, Bill Not Bored (a.k.a. Bill Brown, 
publisher of the situationist fanzine 
NOT BORED!) was arrested by the 
NYPD for allegedly spray-painting graf
fiti that denounced the outrageous ped
estrian barricades that Mayor Giuliani 
and Police Commissioner Safir have in
stalled at every intersection along 49th 
and 50th Streets between Fifth and Lex
ington Avenues in Manhattan. Bill Not 
Bored is now facing felony criminal mis
chief charges, despite the fact that writ
ing graffiti is a Class A Misdemeanor 
under New York State Penal Law.

Originally installed in December 
1997 as a "holiday season" experiment, 
the barricades — despite intense criti
cism of them by the public, the press 
and even the cops themselves - have 
been stubbornly defended by the May
or’s Office and have not been removed. 
Designed to allow motor vehicles to 
make turns onto one-way streets with
out having to contend with pedestrians, 
the barricades must be guarded by po
lice officers, who are supposed to see to 
it that pedestrians obey the signs that 
tell them not to cross the street between 
the hours of 9 am and 9 pm, despite the 
plainly visible "WALK” signal. Signifi
cantly, the barricades-and-cops "solu
tion" to the problem of hyper-conges
tion in midtown was not presented or 
approved of by the Department of 
Transportation, under whose jurisdiction 
matters such as this should fall. The 
idea of the barbaric barricades was 
hatched by top bureaucrats in the Police 
Department, in collaboration with the 
Mayor - in other words, by people to
tally unskilled in the areas of traffic 
management and urban planning, but 
deeply interested in advanced tech
niques of social control.

The intersection at Madison and 
50th Street (the one at which Bill Not 
Bored was apprehended) is quite obvi
ously badly designed, like so many of 
our City’s streets: it is the intersection 
of two very busy one-way streets. Bad 
planning such as this — combined with 
the super-concentration of both pedes
trian and automotive traffic — is deadly, 
especially for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
According to the Office of Safety Pro
grams (NYC Department of Transpor

tation), every year in New York City 
15,000 pedestrians are struck and in
jured by automobiles. New York City 
leads the nation in pedestrain fatalities. 
Fully one-half of the people killed by 
cars are pedestrians, not other drivers. 
Contrary to the ravings of City Hall, the 
majority of the people killed aren’t fast
walking jaywalkers; forty percent of 
them are senior citizens.

Bill Not Bored told the SHADOW 
that the only sensible solution to ready
made traffic jams such as the intersec
tion of Madison and 50th is to re-route 
all automobiles away from this intersec
tion and the others in the city like it. 
Said Bill: "It makes absolutely no sense 
to try to keep throngs of pedestrians out 
of the intersections, especially in a city 
that is unique in the world in that you 
don’t have to own a car to live here; 
you can rely on mass transportation and 
walking or a just a bicycle to get any
where you want to go. To install barri
cades is to openly display symptoms of 
severe debilitation by the widespread, 
constantly reinforced and suicidal mad
ness once known as the ‘car craze.’ For
get about the average driver’s ‘road 
rage’ -- the politicians and bureaucrats 
have ‘mad car disease,’ which is caused 
by sacrificing increasingly precious pub
lic space so that cars, polluting pieces of 
private property, can travel to and be 
parked absolutely anywhere."

Not surprisingly, the barricades — 
even on their own terms - are a com
plete failure. Studies done at the end of 
January 1998 by Transportation Alter
natives, a bicyclist group opposed to 
automotive traffic, show that automobile 
traffic did not move any more freely be
cause of the barricades; traffic condi
tions remained grid-locked. As a result, 
the barricades are hated by both pedes
trians and by the police officers who are 
assigned to. enforce the no-walking 
zones. Both groups have been vocal in 
their opposition to the barricades and 
surprisingly clear in expressions of their 
feelings that the Mayor has too big of 
an ego to admit that the barricades are 
a failure and an affront. Giuliani’s re
sponse to these criticisms: he got the 
City Council to raise the jaywalking fine 
from $2 to $50, and now he wants to 
raise it again to $100. The first big pro

FIFTH ANNUAL MAYDAY PIG ROAST 
^AND SMOKE-IN^
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test against the pedestrian barricades 
was orchestrated by Transportation Al
ternatives, and featured a group of peo
ple who had dressed up as cows to ex
press their desire not to be treated like 
human cattle. An essentially silly protest 
- "Remooooooove the barricades!" was 
a typical slogan - it nevertheless re
ceived a great deal of media attention 
and placed the issue of pedestrians’ 
rights squarely in the public eye. 
Dissatisfied that Transportation Alter
natives did not follow-up on their first 
demonstration, Time’s Up!, a group of 
radical bicycle riders, organized a se
cond demonstration in mid-January. 
Though the protesters were numerous, 
placard-bearing and quite visible (they 
marched back and forth in one of the 
intersections, but not against the new 
rights-of-way), the demonstration was 
hardly covered at all by the mainstream 
media. Some protestors decided that 
bolder steps were needed. The week be
fore Bill Not Bored’s arrest, the entire 
area in which the barricades are in
stalled was hit by a massive graffiti 
attack. According to news reports that 
covered the attack in depth the follow
ing day, every single no-walking sign had 
had the word "GO" painted on it; 
arrows were drawn on the streets point
ing right through the barricades; and the 
phrases "THE BARRICADES SUCK" 
and "BAN ALL PRIVATE CARS 
FROM MANHATTAN" were spray- 
painted on the sidewalks and on the 
walls of buildings. While Channel 4’s 
report emphasized that writing graffiti is 
considered vandalism and criminal mis
chief, both Channel 11 and New York 1 
left their viewers with the definite im
pression that the barricades do indeed 
suck, and big time.

Though the District Attorney’s office 
has yet to establish whether Bill Not 
Bored was a copycat or the perpetrator 
of the original graffiti hit as well as the 
second one, the zine publisher was ar
rested yellow-handed (for the color of 
spray paint he was using was yellow), by 
foot patrolman Hennington as Bill Not 
Bored was writing "THE BARRI
CADES SUCK" - though he only got 
as far as "THE BARRICADES S" be
fore he was nabbed -- on the sidewalk. 
Handcuffed and thoroughly searched, 
though not informed that he was under 
arrest or given his Miranda warning, Bill 
Not Bored was taken to the 18th pre
cinct at around 10:30 pm. He was held

for several hours in a holding cell be
fore being formally arrested, finally 
Mirandized, and interrogated at length 
by two detectives who’d watched too 
many episodes of NYPD Blue. It wasn’t 
until 7:00 am that he was taken from 
the 18th Precinct to Central Booking. 
But - because the arresting officer had 
found a bottle of prescription medica
tion in Bill Not Bored’s possession - he 
was refused by Central Booking, and 
sent to Bellevue Hospital for a psychi
atric examination. Several hours later, 
handcuffed to a wheelchair and in the 
middle of a day room in the hospital, 
Bill was quickly judged to be sane, 
though he could have just as easily been 
judged a danger to himself and others, 
and detained for up to 72 hours for "ob
servation," had the examining doctor 
been inclined or under orders to do so.

Returned to and finally accepted by 
Central Booking at around noon, Bill 
was held in the Tombs until his arraign
ment, which took place after the sun 
had gone down. At around 9 pm, he 
was finally released on his own recogni
zance and made his way home in the 
cold - without his gloves, hat or winter 
coat, all of which had been seized as 
evidence by the cops. The New York 
Post -- not known for its populist 
stances on controversial issues - wrote 
up Bill’s arrest under the headline 
"MIDNIGHT MARAUDER NABBED 
DEFACING HATED BARRICADES." 
Once again, it is to the hated barricades 
that one’s attention is drawn. They are 
hated; and for damn good reason. They 
suck.

In the weeks since Bill’s arrest, the 
barricades have remained in the news, 
thanks in part to activists such as 
Robert Lederman, who got arrested on 
a disorderly conduct charge at an anti
barricade protest in early February. He 
was wearing a sign that says it all in a 
nutshell: "GIULIANI=POLICE 
STATE."

Activist criminal defense attorney 
Stanley Cohen has agreed to represent 
Bill Not Bored as he tries to get these 
absurdly trumped-up felony charges dis
missed. If you would like to help out, 
write NOT BORED! P.O. Box 1115, 
New York, NY 10009-9998. Donations 
should be made payable to "Stanley 
Cohen."

If you want to show moral support, 
Bill’s next court date is April 16, at 100 
Centre Street, Part F, at 9:30 am.

Jjjtytiists \ Scoters
To meet 7 pm sharp! 

First Thursday 
oi every month 
Under the
Cube at Aster Place 
For a i'unky 
ride through 
the Village.

r oi info Call the

Tines Up Hide LineB802 H3222
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CHIAPAS TERROR CONTINUES 
IN WAKE OF MASSACRE

By Bill Weinberg

The December 22 massacre at the 
Tzotzil Maya village of Chenalho in 
southern Mexico’s Chiapas state left 
45 dead-9 men, 21 women (four of 
whom were pregnant) and 15 children. 
Almost all were shot in the back. Some 
were shot as they were praying for 
peace in the church at the small outly
ing hamlet of Acteal, the scene of the 
attack. Others were gunned down with 
automatic weapons as they attempted 
to flee into the mountains.

The massacre made world head
lines and sparked an investigation by 
the Mexican federal government, as 
well as a shake-up in the cabinet of 
President Ernesto Zedillo. But it is only 
the most egregious incident in a wave 
of paramilitary violence which is 
sweeping Chiapas-and which support
ers of the Zapatista rebel movement 
say is orchestrated by the federal 
government itself. The aftermath of the 
massacre has also seen escalated mili
tary pressure on the Zapatistas.

Violence had been building in 
Chenalho for months. Like many towns 
in the Chiapas Highlands, Chenalho is 
divided, with an "official" government 
loyal to the long-entrenched machine 
of the Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI), and a parallel pro-Zapatista 
"government-in-rebellion" with territorial 
control of many of the outlying ham
lets. Chenalho’s caciques, PRI-ista 
political bosses who run the Highland 
villages as authoritarian fiefdoms, have 
formed paramilitary groups and at
tacked residents sympathetic to the 
Zapatistas. In November, several vil
lagers were murdered, "disappeared" 
and raped, their houses burned, and 
over a thousand expelled from the 
community. Many took refuge in ham
lets loyal to the "government-in-rebel- 
lion”, such as Acteal.

On December 22, gunmen entered 
Acteal and began attacking homes 
and the hamlet church, targeting mem
bers of Las Abejas ("the bees"), a local 
Indian group sympathetic to the Zapa
tistas, but Christian based and com

mitted to nonviolence. The community 
was unarmed, and thatch huts were lit
tle shelter from machine-gun rounds.

As first reports of the violence 
reached the Highland town of San 
Cristobal de Las Casas, church work
ers immediately alerted the state au- ■
thorities. Police did not respond until 
several hours later, when the killing 
was over, despite maintaining a post 
just outside Chenalho. Police and Red 
Cross workers later recovered 45 
bodies at Acteal, many of which were 
mutilated with machetes.

The following day, with thousands 
of new refugees from the area hiding 
in the cold and misty mountains with
out adequate food or shelter, Acteal 
was occupied by federal police and 
army troops. 50 people were arrested 
in connection with the killings, includ
ing the PRI mayor of Chenalho, Jacinto 
Arias Cruz.

Facing a national outcry for the dis
arming of the PRI-ista paramilitaries, 
federal PRI Interior Minister Emilio 
Chuayffet declared that the disarming 
of Chiapas must include the rebel 
Zapatista National Liberation Army =J
(EZLN)-which has never targeted civil- «
ians and has not fired a single shot in o 
anger since a cease-fire was arranged § 
ten days into their January 1994 upris
ing.

Within days of Chuayffet’s declara
tion, EZLN arms caches were "dis
covered" by the army in Altamirano 
and other Chiapas communities. Resi
dents later claimed to the Mexican 
press that the arms had been "plant
ed."

The EZLN’s Subcomandante Mar
cos said in a communique that the 
federal troop build-up in Chiapas sig
naled an imminent attack on the Zapa
tistas: "It's a question of days, the 
most cautious say. Of hours, say the 
most nervous."

On January 3, 200 federal army 
troops advanced on La Realidad, the 
principal EZLN-controlled village in the 
Lacandon Selva, the rebels’ jungle
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stronghold. At this precise moment in 
Mexico City, President Zedillo had the 
hardline Chuayffet replaced by Fran
cisco Labastida, the former Agriculture 
Minister and a reputed moderate. The 
troops in the Selva merely surrounded 
La Realidad rather than entering it, and 
the feared bloodbath was averted. It is 
unknown whether the troops got a 
change of orders from Mexico City.

Meanwhile, other key Zapatista vil
lages have been occupied by the 
army, including Morelia on the edge of 
the Selva, and Oventic in the High
lands, where the rebels had just held a 
New Years fiesta to celebrate the 
fourth anniversary of their uprising. 
There are reports of Indians in Morelia 
and other Selva villages being 
roughed up, interrogated and even 
tortured by army troops demanding to 
know the whereabouts of Marcos. 
Oventic was abandoned, and Marcos 
has not been seen since the troops 
surrounded La Realidad on January 3.

Many human rights observers be
lieve former and active military and 
police officers are arming and training 
the paramilitary groups in Chiapas- 
which would explain how they have 
been able to get AK 47s and other 
sophisticated weapons. These claims 
were given further credence by a story 
which ran in the Mexican newsweekly 
Proceso on January 4, extensively 
quoting an army document reporters 
had uncovered entitled "Campaign 
Chiapas Plan.” The document called 
for Mexican Military Intelligence to 
"secretly organize certain sectors of 
the civilian population, including 
ranchers, property owners and indivi
duals characterized by a high sense of 
patriotism, who will be employed in 
support of our operations."

Many of the Mexican officers over
seeing the Chiapas campaign are 
trained by the US Army’s School of the 
Americas at Ft. Banning, GA, ostensib
ly for drug enforcement, leading ob
servers in the Mexican press to ask if 
the training is really “anti-narcos" or 
"anti-Marcos."

The most notorious paramilitary 
group, the Orwellianly-named Paz y 
Justicia ('Peace & Justice"), has over 
the past year killed upwards of 100 
civilians in the Choi Maya northern part 
of the state. On November 4, the Bish
op of San Cristobal, Samuel Ruiz, was 
the target of an assassination attempt 
when his motorcade was sprayed with 
gunfire in the Northern Zone, wound
ing three church workers. Two days 
later, Bishop Ruiz’s sister Maria de la 
Luz Ruiz, was attacked with a hammer 
at the diocese offices in San Cristobal, 
and hospitalized with serious head in
juries. One man was arrested in the at
tack.

Despite claims that the government 
has nothing to do with the paramilitary 
violence, after the Chenalho massacre 
it was revealed that Chiapas’ PRI Gov
ernor Julio Cesar Ruiz Ferro donated 
$1,000 to Paz y Justicia for "communi
ty development projects" during last 
July’s federal elections. He was subse
quently forced to resign. However, his 
replacement chosen by the state legis
lature, Roberto Albores Guillen, Chia
pas' fourth governor in three years, is 
a scion of the state’s cattle oligarchy. 
Albores Guillen is grandson of former 
Governor Absolom Castellanos, who 
was briefly held by the EZLN during 
the 1994 uprising and charged with 
crimes against the Indian populaiton of 
Chiapas by a Zapatista tribunal for his 
repressive reign in the mid-1980s.
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US COMPANY SOLD ANTHRAX 
BACTERIA TO IRAQ

By Frank Morales

‘Anthrax is news/1 - (Nightline, ABC-TV, 2/20/98)

‘For the first time, some Persian Gulf War veterans have a government study that 
backs up what they have said all along. They're sicker than people who weren't there. 
What is making them sick is still a mystery." ~ (Associated Press, 2/27/96)

From 1985 to 1989, the United 
States government approved 70 ship
ments of anthrax and other disease- 
causing pathogens to Iraqi scientists.
The American Type Culture Collection 
(ATCC), a 73-year old nonprofit com
pany based in Rockville, Maryland, was 
the supplier-exporter of the anthrax and 
other "cultures" to Iraq. These ship
ments were approved by the US Com
merce Department’s Technical Advisory 
Committee, whose membership included 
Robert Stevenson, then chief executive 
of ATCC. This was reported by New 
York Newsday in a November 27, 1996 
article written by Patrick J. Sloyan, 
entitled, "Undisclosed Connection." 
Sloyan revealed that ATCC’s role as a 
supplier of anthrax to Iraq became 
known on February 9, 1994, when Sen. 
Donald Riegle (D. Mich.) delivered a 
Senate speech criticizing ATCC’s ac
tions.

ATCC products, all 60,000 cultures 
in stock, can be grown to produce bio
war munitions, although, according to 
Sloyan, "UN Special Commission inves
tigators in Iraq found no evidence that 
Bagdad used biological weapons or even 
succeeded in developing the pathogens 
into usable battlefield munitions." 
Nevertheless, "150,000 frontline US 
combat troops got anthrax vaccine injec
tions." In other words, American sol
diers were shot up with anthrax, sup
posedly immunizing them against an
thrax poisons, supplied earlier, in some 
quantity, with the consent of the US 
government itself!

Dispersed as an aerosal, anthrax 
spores can produce high fever, breath
ing difficulty, chest pain and eventually, 
blood poisoning and death. Areas that 
are hit with anthrax can remain lethal to 
humans for decades. The question is, 
were "our boys” subject to these spores 
during Operation Desert Storm, and 
possibly even used as guinea pigs in 
some kind of bio-war scenario? In any 
case, by 1993, two 75,000 US Gulf War 
veterans have complained of illness, 
fatigue, sore joints, sleeping difficulty, 
chronic diarrhea, memory loss and de
pression, all of which they claim are 
related to their military service. Even
tually, veterans groups brought sufficient 
pressure to bear, forcing President Clin
ton to act. As expected, the president 
appointed a commission to study (read: 
cover up) the issue. He "ordered" the 
Pentagon itself to study the problem 
and to determine whether any link exists 
between anthrax and sick American sol
diers.

The Pentagon, in turn, set up the 
Defense Science Board Task Force on 
Persian Gulf War Health Effects. The 
results of their study, released in 1994, 
dismissed any links between chemical 
and biological weapons and Persian 
Gulf War-related illnesses. Despite this 
predictable Pentagon denial, coming 
from a task force that pre-emptively 
ruled out biological weapons as a cause 
of "Gulf War syndrome," thousands of 
Gulf War veterans have participated in 
class action suits. According to Newsday, 
they are "seeking damages from ATCC 
and other firms that exported products 
that could have been used in Iraq’s 
chemical and biological warfare pro
gram." The Newsday article goes on to 
state that "one possible source of a low

level exposure to biological weapons 
may have been the destruction of Iraqi 
biological facilitites by US warplanes."

Considering that "renowned geneti
cist" Joshua Lederberg headed the Pen
tagon study, it was no surprise to some 
that it reached the conclusion that it 
did. Lederberg, born May 23,1925, is a 
former President of Rockefeller Univer
sity in Manhattan, a 1958 Nobel lau
reate for medicine and a member of the 
Defense Science Board. He was chosen 
to head up the Pentagon study by then 
Deputy Defense Secretary John Deutch, 
later head of the CIA. Deutch had no 
problem with Lederberg, nor with the 
fact that at the time of the 1994 Penta
gon study, Lederberg was also one of 10 
directors on the board of American Type 
Culture Collection! Later, Deutch 
claimed that he didn’t know of Leder- 
berg’s connections to ATCC or that the 
firm shipped anthrax for four years, to 
Iraq.

The Pentagon Task Force took seven 
months to issue its report. In it, Leder
berg devoted only a half-page to bio
logical weapons. He stated that "there is 
no scientific or medical evidence that... 
there were any exposures of US service 
members to chemical or biological war
fare agents in Kuwait or Saudi Arabia." 
Actually, a week after Senator Riegle’s 
February 9,1994 attack of ATCC on 
the Senate floor, Lederberg wrote 
Riegle, as head of the Pentagon Task 
Force, on "Office of the Secretary of 
Defense" stationary. With frothing inno
cence, Lederberg stated that he was "in
trigued by your recent suggestion that 
the medical problems being exhibited by 
some Gulf War veterans might be relat
ed to biological warfare, specifically, to 
the list of biological materials sent to 
Iraq from the American Type Culture 
Collection." He requested a "briefing" by 
Riegle’s staff, who then later testified 
before Lederberg’s panel on February 
25, 1994, supplying them with this infor
mation. None of the testimony or details 
about ATCC’s shipments were con
tained in the final report.

The American Type Culture Collec
tion, for whom Lederberg served as a 
director from 1990 to 1994, is according 
to Newsday, "a repository of bacteria, 
fungi and other products used by the 
global scientific community as a stan- 
lard of reference for research." Author

Sloyan notes that a Ms. Kay Sloan- 
Breen, "an ATCC spokeswoman," de
fined ATCC as a "collection of scientists 
wearing white hats." The direct prede
cessor of ATCC was the creation, in 
1911, of a repository of living bacteria 
at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City.

ATCC was officially formed in 1925 
by a committee of scientists and others 
spearheaded by the National Research 
Council. Relocating a number of times, 
ATCC settled in Rockville, Maryland in 
1964, although it is scheduled to move 
once again to a "state of the art” facility 
at Prince William County, Virginia, 
some time in early 1998. (ATCC is cur
rently located at 12301 Parklawn Drive, 
Rockville, Maryland, 20852. Telephone: 
(301) 881-2600.)

According to an ATCC promo, they 
are "a global bioscience organization 
that provides biological products, tech
nical services, and educational programs 
to private, industry, government and 
academic organizations around the 
world. The mission of the ATCC is to 
acquire, authenticate and maintain re
ference cultures, related biological 
materials, and associated data, and to 
distribute these to qualified scientists in 
government, industry and education."

ATCC "culture distribution policy" 
reads as follows: "ATCC distributes cul
tures only to qualified organizations and 
scientists. Indication of adequate facili
ties and expertise must be demonstrated 
to receive cultures from ATCC. Govern
ment Permits, or Compliance Agree
ments, or other forms may be required 
for the receipt of certain cultures. Ship
ments to countries outside the US, or 
their agents, are regulated by the US 
Department of Commerce. Certain 
countries, specified by the Department 
of Commerce, are prohibited from re
ceiving cultures from ATCC." It is not 
difficult for the intelligent reader to 
discern the loop-holes in this "policy."

According to published reports, 
ATCC shipped Bacillus anthracis twice- 
in May 1986 and September 1988.
There were also two shipments of Clos
tridium botulinum-a bacterium used to 
make botulinum toxin-on the same 
dates. The batches, frozen in tiny vials, 
were shipped to Bagdad’s Ministry of 
Education. The CIA and Defense Intel
ligence Agency knew in 1986 (or at least 
this is implied in a recently declassified 
CIA document) that quite likely there 
existed a "strictly controlled" area at 
Salman Pak which served as some kind 
of bio-weapons facility in Bagdad.
Again, according to Sloyan, "the main 
production facility, Salman Pak, was 
bombed from the outset of the war 
after an extensive debate between 
George Bush and his military command
ers. They feared fallout from the air 
strikes could pollute the battlefield." In 
other words, by 1991 and Operation

Desert Storm, the generals and others 
knew full well the consequences of 
bombing such a bio-weapons facility, in 
effect waging a chemical war.

Recently acquired documents related 
to the American Type Culture Collec
tion state that they are an "archive of 
living cultures and genetic materials" in 
the business of developing "biological 
model systems." ATCC is extensively in
volved in the Human Genome Project, 
busily "analyzing the entire human 
genome," according to Raymond H. 
Cypess, ATCC’s CEO and President. 
ATCC is extensively involved in genetic 
engineering and other areas, including 
cloning.

One should not expect ATCC to 
mention their policy regarding bio-war
fare, counter-insurgency or the murder 
of innocent people. These are medical 
people who expect us to trust in their 
objectivity, compassion and skill. But 
like in Germany 50+ years ago, have 
the healers become the killers? Doctor 
Lederberg has refused interviews on this 
subject. And again, there is no mention 
of utilitizing a "culture" like anthrax in 
the massive genocide of people. The 
first allegations of the use of biological 
agents in war were made in response to 
attempts by the Germans to employ 
such agents during World War I. At one 
point in 1916, the Germans were ac
cused of innoculating horses with an
thrax in Bucharest. World War II pro
duced more accusations against Ger
many. According to the record of the 
Nuremberg Tribunal, one of those in
volved in germ warfare experimentation 
during the war was Dr. Walter P. 
Schrieber, who was at the time head of 
the Scientific Department Group C of 
the Military Academy in Berlin. In 
March 1952, Time Magazine reported: 
"Dr. Schrieber, it developed, had been 
brought to the US in a Defense Depart
ment scoop-up of German technical 
men known as Operation Paperclip. His 
job: consultant to the (US) Airforce in a 
division with the grandiloquent title 
Global Preventive Medicine." Fort 
Detrick, near Frederick, Maryland, is 
one of the main centers of biological 
warfare research in America, set up in 
1943. The facility, comprising some 1500 
acres, wields a large budget, employing 
hundreds of "scientists." In part, its 
efforts are directed toward breeding in
to pathogenic (harmful) organisms with 
precisely the characteristics-such as 
resistance to antibiotics-that real medi
cal researchers would like to see eradi
cated. Anthrax disease is the object of 
considerable research at places like Fort 
Detrick. Finally, among other institu
tions that come within the influential 
sway of Fort Detrick, are the National 
Academy of Sciences and the American 
Society for Microbiology. The latter 
group, originally called the Society of 
American Bacteriologists back in 1925, 
helped establish, as a charter-founding 
member, the American Type Culture 
Collection.

It’s true. Anthrax is "news". 
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Well, here we are again!! Too many 
kops and not enough crime to go 
around!! But mayor Adolph Giuliani is 
keeping kops busy, using his doctored 
NYPD crime statistics indicating a drop 
in crime to justify fulfilling his wildest 
fascist fantasies, all in the name of 
"quality of life." Now the mayor has 
kops manning pedestrian barricades in 
midtown to make the city more traffic- 
friendly. He’s also ordered kops to 
ticket jay walkers (most kops are refus
ing to enforce this), and he has kops 
rounding up dogs who are held for ran
som. Dogs whose owners can’t pay for a 
license, shots, neutering/spading and 
implanting of a microchip get put to 
sleep.

*♦**
Last September, just days after the 
publication of SHADOW #42, which 
contained an article about Lower East 
Side activist Jerry The Peddler and his 
planned Halloween Smoke-In for Wash
ington Square Park, kops arrested Jerry 
for possession of marijuana. Their "evi
dence" was the remaining stalks from al
ready-harvested marijuana plants that 
had been growing in a city-owned va
cant lot in which Jerry happened to be 
sitting at the time of his arrest. The 
plainclothes kops who took Jerry in 
were "backed up" by scores of uni
formed kops deployed on surrounding 
streets and roof tops with rifles, dogs, 
riot gear, and Emergency Services vehi
cles. Unable to prove that Jerry had 
"dominion and control" over the vacant 
lot, the city’s felony case against Jerry 
has gone nowhere fast.

**♦*

Officer Antonio Velasquez, formerly of 
the 83rd Precinct in Bushwick Brooklyn, 
was indicted in February for 2nd and 
3rd degree assault for beating a Haitian 
immigrant in a dispute over a place in 
line. Duken Kernisant alleges that in 
December 1997, he was waiting on line 
at the Department of Motor Vehicles 
office in Coney Island when he asked a 
man to hold his place for a couple of 
minutes. When he tried to get back in 
line, he claims that Officer Velasquez, 
in civilian clothes, punched him in the 
face repeatedly and fractured his eye 
socket. When security guards ap
proached Velasquez, the off-duty cop 
told them the incident was a police 
matter, and he continued beating Ker
nisant, whom he then arrested and 
brought to the 60th precinct house next 
door. A lieutenant on duty at the pre
cinct informed NYPD’s Internal Affairs 
Department of Kernisant’s condition
and Velasquez was arrested.

♦ ♦♦*
An indictment handed down on Febru
ary 11 charges that, on September 18, 
1997, Detective Olga Vazquez and Offi
cer Richard Thompson beat 52-year old 
Norman Batista and broke seven of his 
ribs after smashing down the door of 
Batista’s Washington Heights apart

ment. Batista was employed as a busboy 
in New Jersey and had no criminal re
cord. The cops charged Batista with 
misdemeanor cocaine possession be
cause a "cocaine residue" was found in 
the apartment. These charges were later 
dropped. Batista was held for several 
hours at the 33rd Precinct before being
taken to the hospital.

♦ **

In the early morning hours of July 25, 
1996, Harold Dusenbury, a black electri
cian, was walking up 8th Street in Man
hattan to his job at the construction site 
for a K-Mart on Astor Place. A speed
ing police car from the 6th precinct 
climbed onto the sidewalk alongside 
him, whereupon a white cop got out 
and immediately slammed him into a 
gated storefront and began pounding 
him into the pavement. Other cops on 
the scene kicked and punched Dusen
bury, reportedly saying "Sure you’re an 
electrician" and calling him a nigger and 
a drug dealer. After Dusenbury was 
handcuffed, the cops, who were re
sponding to a radio call that a black 
male in a T-shirt and jeans had 
menaced someone with a knife in 
Washington Square Park, realized that 
they had the wrong man. Dusenbury 
sustained a concussion, a jaw injury, and 
back and knee injuries requiring sur
gery. As of September, 1997, he was still 
living on disability payments. Although 
Dusenbury was not charged with any 
crime, prosecutors declined to charge 
the cops, saying that the level of force 
was "acceptable."

♦ ♦♦

On December 18, the New York State 
Court of Appeals upheld the conviction 
of a 15-year-old Jamaica, Queens youth 
convicted in a non-jury proceeding in 
Family Court of having yelled "cops, 
cops, watch out” from his bicycle to a 
group of drug dealers who were the 
subject of a "buy and bust" operation.
He was sentenced to 12 months in a ju
venile detention facility for "obstructing 
a police operation.”

**♦

Six undercover NYPD narcotics detec

tives have been placed on modified duty 
in connection with a December 19 bar 
brawl that left a high school gym 
teacher dead. The off-duty cops fought 
with the teacher, Reginald Bannerman, 
outside the bar in Crown Heights, then 
ran into him again two hours later in 
the Sterling Street subway station, 
where they piled on him. Bannerman 
fled onto the tracks and was killed by 
an oncoming train. Police on the scene 
originally ruled Bannerman’s death a 
suicide.

***

On January 13, Officer Francis X. Livoti 
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
for civil rights violations in the death of 
Anthony Baez. Livoti was acquitted in a 
non-jury trial last year of the murder of 
Baez, whom Livoti placed in a choke 
hold after a football being tossed 
around by Baez and his brothers outside 
their parents’ Bronx home hit Livoti’s 
cop car. Baez died of an asthmatic at
tack while being taken to the police sta
tion. The feds elected to charge Livoti 
with civil rights violations comprising 
assault and bodily injuries, carrying a 
maximum 10-year sentence, rather than 
civil rights violations comprising wrong
ful death, which could have brought a 
life sentence.

Raheem Dawkins, a black 16-year-old 
Brownsville, Brooklyn youth who aspires 
to be a police officer and who volun
teers at his neighborhood precinct, was 
shot on New Years Eve 1998 by a off- 
duty white cop whom he tried to help in 
a fight on a subway train. Riding the 
subway after a night of drinking, Officer 
Michael O’Shea confronted some men 
on the train who were smoking mari
juana. An altercation broke out and 
spilled onto the Canal Street platform, 
where Dawkins saw O’Shea struggling 
with the men. Seeing that O’Shea was 
wearing a badge around his neck, Daw
kins entered the fracas, whereupon 
O’Shea shot him. Initial police reports 
described him as a possible suspect, and 
a full week elapsed before he was visit
ed in the hospital and thanked by a po

lice spokesperson.
****

Lawyers for the Guardian Society, which 
represents black police officers, and the 
Latino Officers Association alleged on 
January 9, 1998, that an undercover 
black narcotics officer was seized from 
behind, thrown on the hood of a car, 
and bashed three times on the head 
with a police radio by a white officer, 
Edward Hughes, who was part of the 
same buy-and-bust team and who had 
known the black narc on a first-name 
basis for six months. The lawyers, who 
refused to release the black cop’s name 
due to his undercover status, also al
leged that Deputy Inspector Arthur 
Storch altered reports to cover up the 
incident.

The New York Times reported on Sep
tember 12,1997, that settlements in po
lice brutality lawsuits cost the city $27.3 
million in 1997, compared with $19.5 
million in 1996 and $19.9 million in 
1995. All of this money has come out of 
the city’s general fund (money taken 
from taxpayers that would otherwise be 
used for things like repairing water 
mains), not from the offending officers’ 
paychecks or the police department 
budget. The same article reported that 
Police Commissioner Howard Safir, who 
ultimately decides what punishment 
shall be given to cops who are found 
guilty of wrongdoing by internal police 
tribunals, only dismissed 8 officers for 
use of excessive force during the 17 
months that he has been Commissioner. 
A case in point is that of Carlton 
Brown, a van driver who was paralyzed 
after being slammed into the door of a 
station house by cops in Brooklyn.
Brown received a settlement of $16.6 
million in 1995, but the cops responsible 
were never disciplined.

The NYPD Civilian Complaint Review 
Board (CCRB) has admitted that in 
September, 1997, their agency under
counted the number of complaints filed 
against the police by 21.3% (427 com
plaints reported as opposed to 518 actu
ally received). That month’s total of 
complaints represented a 51 % increase 
compared to September, 1996, which 
might have posed a problem for Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, who was using statis
tics from the first five months of the 
year to support his contention that com
plaints of police misconduct had 
dropped 21% in 1997. Although the 
Mayor’s Office has claimed that the 
undercount was the result of a clerical 
error, officials at the CCRB admitted to 
having failed to add reports from
August and September to their total.

**♦*
If you have anything to turn on to Kop- 
Watch (reports, photos, undercover kop 
car license plate numbers, etc), please 
send it to: The SHADOW, P.O. Box 
20298, New York, NY 10009, Attention: 
Kop-Watch

r
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CALIFORNIA SCREAMING: 
Police Torture of Redwood Crusaders Sparks 

National Outrage;
Headwaters Forest Still Hangs in the Balance

By Bill Weinberg

Pinochet Comes to 
Humboldt County

Across the United States, citizens 
watched in outrage as television news 
broadcast video footage of sheriffs 
deputies in California’s Humboldt 
County using pepper spray to torture 
young activists engaged in non-violent 
civil disobedience.

The incidents took place on 
September 25 at the Scotia head
quarters of the Pacific Lumber Com
pany (PL), and on October 16 at the 
Eureka offices of Republican Rep.
Frank Riggs, PL’s staunchest beltway 
ally.

A third video, taken October 3 on 
PL land at Bear Creek, is still missing. 
"This one is probably the most brutal," 
says attorney Mark Harris, who is repre
senting the activists.

At Scotia, four young activists were 
given spray-torture while their hands 
were locked. Only one was charged with 
any violations. At Riggs’ office, another 
four were similarly tortured and arrest
ed. They were all charged with trespass, 
vandalism and resisting arrest, except 
one, a sixteen-year-old girl.

At Riggs’ office, activists brought in a 
stump on a dolly and spread sawdust on 
the floor before locking their arms to
gether in metal sleeves called "black 
bears." When they refused to unlock 
themselves, officers pulled back their 
hair to expose their faces, pried open 
their eyelids, and applied Q-tips treated 
with the pepper spray directly to their 
exposed eyes.

"We don’t know of any other case in 
the country where the spray has been 
applied in this manner," says Ed 
O’Leary, legal assistant to attorney 
Mark Harris. "Even the manufacturer 
recommends that it be sprayed from no 
closer than three feet. When they did 
spray it on the second round, they 
sprayed it right in a girl’s face."

The officers say they were using pain 
compliance tactics to get the protestors 
to unlock themselves. In Scotia, three 
unlocked under torture, while four re
fused to, and were finally carried out on 
stretchers. In Eureka, they all finally un
locked. After they were all applied with 
spray in the eyes, officers gave one pro
testor, Terry Slanetz, a blast directly in 
the face. She told her colleagues it was 
too painful, and they would have to re
lease.

On October 3, two young men at 
Bear Creek faced the same deputies in 
the Scotia and Eureka incidents. They 
were similarly swabbed in the eyes and 
sprayed directly in the face while their 
hands were locked. Because no charges 
were filed against the two, the county 
refuses to hand over the video.

"What you see on tape and what is 
described in the police report are two 
totally different things," says Harris. 
"Reports describe a quick dose, wiped 
away. It was repeated doses, and were 
not wiped away. The spray is designed 
to get more painful the longer it stays in 
your eye."

Humboldt County’s official line is 
that this was the least force that could 
have been used, and that the use of 
metal sleeves leaves no alternative. 
Sheriff Dennis Lewis backed it up as an 
acceptable practice. Only two of the five 
County Supervisors came out publicly 
against it. Stan Dixon called the spray 
application "overreaching and embarras
sing." Roger Rodoni also expressed mis
givings.

Altogether, nine activists were 
sprayed in the three incidents. All those 
arrested, except two juveniles, spent five 
days in the county jail at Eureka. Four 
face criminal charges. Humboldt DA 
Terry Farmer is even pressing vandal
ism charges against one protestor who 
reportedly wet his pants under torture- 
for pissing on the carpet.

Attorney Harris demanded the 
videos, which had been taken by the 
deputies for evidence, and released 
them to the press. Harris has filed suit 
on behalf of the activists against the 
Humboldt Sheriffs Department, the 
county, the city of Eureka, the Eureka 
police department and the individual 
officers. "We are seeking damages as 
well as a permanent injunction against 
this kind of police tactic," he says. "We 
want the use of pepper spray stopped 
against nonviolent protestors."

Rep. Riggs supported the police 
action, telling reporters, "These were 
not peaceful protestors." He claims that 
a gang of masked intruders came in, 
"ransacking the office and frightening 
my staff.” He says they even pissed in 
his office.

The kids in the video were not 
masked or violent. "The people walked 
in, said good morning to the secretaries 
and locked themselves down," says 
O’Leary. "There were no threats, no ob
scene language, no violence. They were 
saying, ‘we’re not resisting.’ If there was 
any urination, it was an involuntary re
flex to the pepper spray. But I can’t 
confirm that it even happened."

Riggs has publicly called for making 
possession of black bears a felony. 
"When drainpipes are outlawed only 
outlaws will have drainpipes," quipped 
one Earth Firstler to the Santa Rosa 
Press-Democrat.

The press has generally been out
raged. The San Francisco Examiner edi
torial was titled "Justifying Torture." 
Only the Eureka Times-Standard backs 
up the Sheriffs Department.

"We are horrified that Sheriff Dennis 
Lewis has resorted to such draconian 
tactics to silence peaceful protesters," 
says Paul Mason, president of Garber- 
ville’s Environmental Protection Infor
mation Center (EPIC), the group at the 
forefront of the struggle to save the 
Headwaters redwood forest.

Attorney General and gubernatorial 
hopeful Dan Lungren, who helped le
galize pepper spray in the state of Cali
fornia, refused initially to move on the 
case, deferring to the FBI, which has 
opened an investigation. He has since 
called the Humboldt torture an "unpre
cedented" use of pepper spray.

The activists’ case, Headwaters Forest 
Defense, et al v. County of Humboldt, et 
al, is being heard in a San Francisco 
federal court. Judge Vaugn Walker has 
thus far refused to issue an injunction.

The activists experienced vision 
problems and pain for several days fol
lowing the incident, and are currently 
seeing physicians and psychologists.

"This is a real high-caliber group," 
says attorney Harris of the young activ
ists he is representing. He says Lisa 
Sanderson-Fox, facing charges from the 
Eureka bust, is a Berkeley Free Clinic 
volunteer. Nole Tendick, who was drag
ged handcuffed through mud by the 
hood of his sweatshirt after being tor
tured at Bear Creek, started an Amnes
ty International chapter at Half Moon 
Bay high school, and worked as a 
domestic violence counselor in San 
Mateo after his graduation.

"I could go on. A phenomenal group 
of kids. They are the leaders of their 
age bracket. And look at the message 
they’re getting back from the authori
ties."

Redwood Crusaders to Beltway 
Brokers: "No Deal!"

This is the latest skirmish in the on
going battle over PL’s Headwaters For
est, which includes America’s last 
unprotected ancient redwood groves.
The Fortune 500 Maxxam company of 
Texas magnate Charles Hurwitz bought 
out PL in a hostile take-over funded by 
dirt-cheap, high-return "junk-bonds" in 
1985. Maxxam immediately began cut
ting the 2,000-year-old trees at nearly 
three times the rate of PL’s old owners, 
a local Humboldt family. Hurwitz also 
raided the loggers’ pension fund to pay 
back the astronomical junk-bond debt.

Last year, Rep. Riggs, Sen. Diane 
Feinstein and the Interior Department 
worked out a deal with Hurwitz to 
"save" Headwaters. But EPIC says the 
deal would only protect a fraction of the 
60,000-acre Headwaters Forest. It would 
reward corporate raider Hurwitz with 
an exorbitant $380 million for only 7,500 
acres of Headwaters, and only two of 
the six ancient groves. They also say it 
does not guarantee habitat protection 
for endangered species like the marbled 
murrelet and the coho salmon.
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BILLBOARD ALTERATION BY CALIF. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS. 
Their mission includes: 'Providing supervision, surveillance and 
specialized services with the aim of subverting billboards in the 
community and continuing some of the educational, training and 

counseling programs that were initiated during alteration.*

The deal is also contingent on a 
Habitat Conservation Plan which would 
allow PL to "incidentally” kill endanger
ed species on their property. The HCP 
would also be subject to a "no surprises" 
policy, which could lock in the plan for 
decades, despite any new information 
about the viability of fish and wildlife 
populations.

Despite opposition from environ
mentalists, President Clinton signed the 
Interior Appropriations bill on Novem
ber 14. The bill appropriates $250 mil
lion toward the federal share of the 
flawed Headwaters Forest agreement.

The last-minute agreement between 
Clinton and Congressional leaders 
averted a showdown over the $14 billion 
Interior appropriations bill the president 
had threatened to veto, which could 
have triggered a partial government 
shut-down.

The bill puts up $250 million from 
Interior to buy Headwaters, with Cali
fornia picking up the remaining $130 
million. Humboldt County also gets $10 
million to offset lost timber revenues 
and the costs of law enforcement at 
protests over the Headwaters Forest. 
Funds were also made available to pur
chase a controversial mine outside 
Yellowstone National Park. Riders to 
the bill also opened 30,000 acres in 
Alaska’s Lake Clark National Park to 
timber exploitation, increaseed National 
Forest Service logging target figures in 
the Pacific Northwest and suspended 
scientific review of National Forest 
management plans nationwide.

The so-called Clinton-Hurwitz deal is 
still contingent on approval by US Fish 
& Wildlife, California Fish & Game and 
the California Department of Forestry.
It calls for the purchase of 7,500 acres 
by the feds, to be incorporated into Six 
Rivers National Forest, or perhaps a 
new national park.

"Under the Clinton-Hurwitz deal you 
have a chunk of forest that’s going to 
look good but it’ll just be a museum 
piece," says Cecilia Lanman of EPIC. "It 
will be meaningless for the survival of 
the marbled murrelet."

Locals along Humboldt Bay are ac
tively opposing the complicated Clinton- 
Hurwitz deal because it calls for com
pensating PL for Headwaters with local 
Elk River Timber Company lands, with 
Elk River in turn being reimbursed by 
the feds. Residents assume Maxxam 
would dramatically escalate the rate of 
logging on the Elk River lands.

Kevin Bundy of EPIC told reporters, 
"political horse-trading has completely 
eclipsed sound science, ecology and 
local concerns."

"Biology, not politics," has become a 
slogan of the Headwaters campaign.

Trees Versus Sleaze
EPIC supports a "Headwaters Forest 

Stewardship Plan" drawn up by Hum
boldt’s Trees Foundation as an alterna
tive to the Clinton-Hurwtiz plan. The 
Stewardship Plan covers 60,000 acres of 
PL’s total 200,000. It protects core 
areas, including all six of the ancient 
groves: Headwaters Grove, Elk Head 
Springs, Shaw, Allen, All-Species and 
Owl Creek. Buffers surround the core 
areas, and corridors connect them. It 
proposes logging 13.4 million board-feet 
annually (eventually increasing to 20 
million), a rate they say would provide 
long-term protection. PL now takes out 
an annual 300 million board-feet.

The plan is very similar to the old 
pre-Maxxam PL operation, except it 
calls for cutting no old-growth, which is 
mostly gone already. It also explores 
gathering of "non-timber forest pro
ducts" like berries, mushrooms and wild 
flowers.

The Trees Foundation calls the

Continued On Page 22
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EVENTS/EVENTS
EVENTSIEVEMS

THROUGH APRIL 1: ALLEN GINS
BERG POETRY AWARD CONTEST 
SUBMISSIONS: Contest in honor of 
Ginsberg’s contribution to American 
literature. Spon-sored by the Poetry 
Center at Passaic County College. 1st 
prize $500. Info: 973-684-6555.

THROUGH APRIL 4: SEX PISTOLS: 
24 photos of the classic ’70s punk band 
taken by Bob Gruen. At Great Modem 
Pictures, 17 W. 24th St. Free. Info: 212- 
242-2581. ****
MARCH 1* + 19: CBS TRIES THE 
NEW YORK 3: Safiya Bukhari-Alston 
and Brian Glick discuss CBS docudrama 
"Badge of the Assassin" (1988). Info: 
Paper Tiger TV, 212-420-9045.

****
MARCH 21: RITES OF SPRING 
EARTH DAY BENEFIT DANCE 
PARTY: Party to save the community 
gardens. At Charas, 605 E. 9th St. 
Tickets $15 in advance, $20 at the door.
9:00 pm to 1:00 am.***•
MARCH 21: IWW (INDUSTRIAL 
WORKERS OF THE WORLD/ 
WOBBLIES) MEETING: Topics in
clude: Actions vs corporate downsizing, 
support of anarchists jailed by Italian 
government, info on strikes, etc. At 
ABC No Rio, 156 Rivington St., 2nd 
floor (Apt. 2). 6 pm. Info: 212-252-4388. 
Meetings also scheduled for April 18, 
May 23 and June 20.

****

MARCH 24:REMEMBER ROMERO: 
BENEFIT FOR JAILED PROTES
TORS: Panel discussion, readings, and 
music. Raise money for Fr. Roy Bour
geois and 24 others currently jailed for 
peacefully protesting the murder of Sal
vadoran bishop Romero by graduates of 
the School of the Americas in 1980. 
Speakers include Allen Nairn and 
WBAI’s Mario Murillo, with music by 
Pete Seeger. At Rutgers Presbyterian 
Church, 236 W 73rd St., 6:30 pm. $20. 
Info: 914-682-0488.

****

MARCH 25-29: PUBLIC HOUSING 
FILM: 1997 documentary by Frederick 
Wiseman on the lives of people living in 
Chicago’s hellish Ida B. Wells housing 
project. At Walter Reade Theater, 70 
Lincoln Center Plaza. $8. Info: 212-875- 
5600. ••••
MARCH 26: STORIES OF HONOUR 
AND SHAME: Int’I. Womens’ Day 
screening of documentary film on the 
lives of Muslim women in the Gaza 

Strip. Followed by group discussion. At 
Brecht Forum, 122 W. 27th St. 10th FI. 
7:30 pm. $6. Info: 212-242-4201.

*•••

MARCH 27: JERICHO ’98: Mass rally 
to free U.S. political prisoners, including 
Mumia abu-Jamal, Black Panthers, and 
Puerto Rican prisoners of war. Protest 
in front of the White House. Sponsorei 
by Amnesty and Freedom for All Politi
cal Prisoners. Buses leave for Washing
ton DC from Blackout Books, 50 Ave.
B, at 4 am. (Yes, very early). $30 round 
trip. Info and tickets: 212-777-1967.

****
MARCH 27: WOMEN IN THE FRONT 
LINE: Brecht Forum’s Int’I Women’s 
Day Series "Labor Cafe" on women in 
the working class. Panel discussion on 
sexism, racism, and the working woman. 
At Brecht Forum, 122 W. 27th St. 10th 
FI. 6 pm. $6. Info: 212-242-4201.

****
MARCH 31: RACIAL JUSTICE DAY 
RALLY: Annual march and rally to fight 
police brutality. Rally begins 4:30 pm in 
City Hall Park, with march to Tompkins

Sq. Park. Info: 212473-6485 (Ext. 105).****
MARCH 31: ANIMAL RIGHTS 
ACTION TEAM MEETING: Sponsored 
by the Social Justice Center. At 
Wetlands, 161 Hudson St. 7 pm. Info: 
212-966-9821. •***
APRIL 2: ’’LIBERTARIAS" (LIBER
TARIANS): Vicente Aranda’s 1993 film 
about the 1936 revolution near Barce
lona. At Anthology Film Archives, 32 
Second Ave. 8:30 pm. $8. Info: 212-505- 
5110.

****
APRIL 2: MARCH AGAINST COR
PORATE GREED: Support workers in 
the nearly 3-year-old strike against 
Gannett-owned Detroit newspapers. 
Rally at Freedom Forum at 57th and 
Madison at 5 pm., then march to 
Gannett-owned USA Today offices at 
54th and Madison. Info: 212-5224050. 

****
APRIL 3-5: EAST COAST MICRO
BROADCASTING CONFERENCE:
Join Philadelphia’s pirate "Radio Mu
tiny" to talk strategy, swap ideas, and 
attend workshops on the microbroad
casting movement. Sliding scale fee 
($15-$35) with room and board pro
vided. Info and Registration: Call Radio 
Mutiny at 215474-3386 or E-mail: 
wppr@svaha. com.

****

APRIL 3-10: ROBERTO FAENZA’S 
"PEREIRA DECLARES": Marcello 
Mastroianni stars in this tense political 
drama set in 1938 Lisbon under Fas
cism. At Anthology Film Archives, 32 
Second Ave. $8. Info and schedule: 212- 
505-5110.

****

APRIL 4, 18, + 25: MAKING THEM 
FEEL THE HEAT: Three-part work
shop on political organizing. At Brecht 
Forum, 122 W. 27th St. 10th FI. 10:30 
am to 1:30 pm. $20. Info: 212-2424201. 

****
APRIL 4: JEAN RENOIR’S "THIS 
LAND IS MINE": Renoir confronted 
Naziism in this political film starring 
Charles Laughton. At Anthology Film 
Archives, 32 Second Ave. 2 pm. $8.
Info: 212-505-5110.

APRIL 12: RADICAL WALKING 
TOUR OF LOWER EAST SIDE: With 
rad historian Bruce Kayton. Rosenbergs, 
Women’s Anti-High Price League, and 
radical Jews of the LES. Meet at the 
old Daily Forward Building, 175 E. 
Broadway, 1 pm. $10 for 
3 hrs. Info: 718492-0069.

****
APRIL 14: ANARCHIST FORUM: Up
date on the Zapatista revolution. At 
Brecht Forum, 122 W. 27th St. 10th FI. 
7:30 pm. Info: 212-979-8353.****
APRIL 17-19: CONFERENCE OF RED 
AND ANARCHIST SKINHEADS 
(R.A.S.H.): Location to be announced. 
Info: Contact R.A.S.H. at P.O.Box 365, 
NY, NY 10013 or E-mail:
RA SHnyc @yahoo. com.

****
APRIL 22: EARTH DAY BIKE RIDE 
AND PICNIC: Sponsored by Times Up, 
the direct action, environmental group 
working on transportation issues in 
NYC. Meet at the Cube in Astor Place 
at 5:30 pm or the 6th Ave. + Central 
Park South entrance to Central Park at 
6 pm. Ride followed by music and pic
nic at Strawberry Fields. Info: Time’s 
Up Ride Line: 212-802-8222.

****
MAY 1: FIFTH ANNUAL MAYDAY 
PIG ROAST + SMOKE-IN: Plenty of 
music, speakers, literature, kops, pot, 
and real roasted pigs with police badges.
Tompkins Sq. Park, 2:00 pm till ????

****
MAY 2: MILLION MARIJUANA 
MARCH: Annual Fifth Avenue Pot 
Parade to legalize marijuana. Rally in

Washington Sq. Park at 11:00 am, then 
march to Central Park. Bring banners, 
noise makers, and pot.

****
MAY 9: SOL ROLL: Skaters and cy
clists ride leaves at 3:00 pm from corner 
of Fulton + South Sts. Come early to 
check out the solar + electric vehicles. 
Info: Time’s Up: 212-802-8222.

****

MAY 17: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 
OF GREENWICH VILLAGE: Rosen
bergs, Draft Riots, Woody Guthrie, 
Living Theater. Meet in front of Village 
Cigars at 7th Ave South and Christo
pher St. (Sheridan Sq.) at 1 pm. $10 for 
2/2 hrs. Info: 718492-0069.

*»**

MAY 24: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 
OF GREENWICH VILLAGE: Abbie 
Hoffman, Gay & Lesbian NYU sit-in, 
Mobilization for Survival and the history 
of condoms. Meet in front of Judson 
Memorial Church, 55 Washington Sq. 
South at 1 pm. $10 for 2Yi hrs. Info: 
718492-0069. **•*
JUNE 6: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 
OF LES: Emma Goldman, Meyer Lon
don, 1910 Bank Street Riots. Meet at 
Educational Alliance, 197 East Broad
way at 1 pm. $10 for 3 hrs. Info: 718- 
492-0069.

****
JUNE 27: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 
OF EAST VILLAGE: Abbie Hoffman 
and the YIPPIES, Trotsky’s office, 
Fillmore East and the fight for Tomp
kins Square Park. Meet in front of St 
Mark’s on the Bowery Church at 2nd

(10 cents per word, $1.00 minimum)

$300-$500
Distributing phone cards. No experience 
necessary. For more information, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
Primetime Communications, P.O. Box 
694355, Miami, FL 33269-1355

FOUR OF COYOTE’S BEST HERBAL 
RECIPES. For informational purposes only. 
$1.00 cash or money order to: Coyote, Box 
792, Franklin, GA 30217

WHY DOES SEXPOD’S SONG 
WATERFALL drag on till 9 minutes 33 
seconds? Masons love the number 33 which 
represents Christ’s death! Aleister Crowley
was both a mason and satanist!

****

BASS AND DRUMS NEEDED (M/F/?) 
Political hatecore band, early 80s LA/late 
80s NYHC, add thrash, dirge, crust, 77/Oi!, 
some reggae, top with vocals like GG Allin,
Manhattan rehearsals. Call: (718) 417-7209 

♦ ***
"TRAPPED IN HERE" Need to hear from 
people who want to hear from me. I’m 28, 
been here in prison since I was 14. That’s 
right, 14! Roger Helm #56865, ASPC- 
SMU-1, Box 4000, Florence, AZ 85232 

****
RADICAL MUSIC-Loud death roaring 
sounds from the stage below, we sell 
alternative, metal, and punk. Get the most 
bash from your cash. Send $1.00 for 
propaganda to: Soundstage Records, P.O.
Box 507, Preston Hollow, NY 12469 

****
$6 REPORTS: Triple your intelligence, 
Living on wheels cheap,Strength of Samson. 
$10 books: "Gunless Defense" (mind power 
secrets); "Retire Without Money"; "Mental 
Birth Control." 200 title Incredible Inquiry 
Catalog. $1.00. Box 2207-76, Garden Valley, 
ID 83622

****
HEY, DON’T ALL ANSWER AT ONCE!!!! 
Shaved-head, bearded, thin, vegetarian, 
politically obsessive journalist/activist type, 
mid-30s, guaranteed disease-free, into

Ave and 10th St. at 1 pm. $10 for 3 hrs. 
Info: 718492-0069.

SATURDAYS + SUNDAYS: FOOD 
NOT BOMBS: Serves food in Tompkins 
Sq. Park 34:00 pm, rain or shine. 
Everyone welcome. Volunteers needed 
to help cook and serve food. Cooking 
begins at 10:30 am at ABC No Rio, 156 
Rivington St. Info: 212-254-3697, 11:00 
am to 3:00 pm.

***•
SUNDAYS: UNORGANIZED READ
INGS: ABC No Rio open mike night. 
No list, no time limit, no bullshit. At 156 
Rivington, 3:00 pm. $2.00 donation re
quested. Info: 212-254-3697.

****
MONDAYS: LACH’S ANTI-HOOTIN- 
ANY: Open mike for spoken word and 
performance, hosted by Lach. Anything 
goes. 7:30 pm sign-up for 8:00 start.
Free, except for one drink minimum. At 
Sidewalk Cafe, 6th St. + Ave A. (Highly 
recommended!!)

****

FIRST THURSDAY EVERY MONTH: 
CRITICAL MASS FOR CYCLISTS + 
SKATERS: Meet at the Cube in Astor 
Place 7:00 pm sharp for a funky ride 
through the village. Info: Time’s Up: 
212-802-8222. (web site: www.panix. 
corn/- timesup) ••••
LAST FRIDAY EVERY MONTH: 
MOON-LIGHT RIDE FOR SKATERS 
+ CYCLISTS: Meet at Columbus Circle 
at 10:00 pm. Info: Time’s Up: 212-802- 
8222.

biking, hiking, serious political discussion 
(slight tendancy to rant), seeks beautiful, 
independent, intelligent, politically-hip 
woman, late 20s to mid 30s, for friendship, 
sex, travel, adventure. No PC authoritar
ians, New Age flakes or drug addicts, 
please. Write "Fat Chance" c/o The 
SHADOW, P.O. Box 20298, NY, NY 10009 

****
WFMU MARATHON: New Jersey’s only 
truly free-form radio station (91.1 FM) 
received and enjoyed by New Yorkers 
forever needs CASH for a crucial move to 
their own building. Call 1-800-989-9368 or 
973-678-5400, or send to: P.O. Box 2011, 
Jersey City, NJ 07303-2011. E-mail:
wfinu@wfmu.org. Web: www.wfmu.org 

♦ ***
INFORMATION NEEDED for upcoming 
urban guerilla handbook to be published by 
SHADOW Press. "How-to" stuff, police 
methods, legal info, resources, battlefield 
plans, hacking/phreaking/scams, photos, 
illustrations, etc. Anything sent will be 
appreciated and reciprocated!! Send to:
P.O. Box 20298, New York, NY 10009

ROMANTIC, PASSIONATE SPANISH 
MALE, Former marine, seeks sensitive 
female for friendship and to ease the 
lonliness of this place. Write: Manuel 
Pardo, Jr. #111983, Union Correctional 
Institution, P-1-1-12-S, P.O. Box 221, 
Raiford, FL 32083

****

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SOME
THING TO SELL? LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE? RUN IT IN SUBVERTISE
MENTS, GET A GOOD RESPONSE AND 
SUPPORT THE UNDERGROUND PRESS 
AT THE SAME TIME!! (This ad would

SUEVH2TK£HLNT$
SLOtCIISCMfMTS

http://www.panix
mailto:wfinu@wfmu.org
http://www.wfmu.org


THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
COUNTER-REVOLUTION?

On the Cutting Edge in San Francisco
By Bill Weinberg

(SAN FRANCISCO, CA)-In the after- 
math of the historic passage of Propo
sition 215, the San Francisco Chronicle 
reported that the initiative "effectively 
decriminalizes pot use" in California. 
There are now at least a dozen medical 
marijuana clubs in California, but 
authorities are still groping towards a 
compromise which will conform to the 
letter of the law while appeasing the 
Drug War orthodoxy.

San Mateo County is considering dis
tributing confiscated pot to the ill.
Marin County is developing a plan to 
register medical marijuana users. Hum
boldt County’s Areata, with a municipal 
Green Party administration, has opted 
for a similar approach-with medical 
users having to register with the police 
department. The city of San Jos6 is ex
ploring special zones for marijuana 
clubs-which activists have protested as 
excluding certain planned clubs outside 
the zones.

When Dennis Peron’s Cannibis Buy
ers Club announced that it had 200 con
tracts with California growers to supply 
the club, state authorities immediately 
countered that the contracts will not 
shield growers from prosecution.

Last February, the San Francisco 
Examiner ran an op-ed by Ira Eisenberg 
of the Lindesmith Center drug-policy 
think-tank, which had been a strong 
advocate of 215. Eisenberg’s proposals 
for moving pot from Schedule One to 
Two so that it can be legally prescribed 
alienated many 215 activists, however.. 
"Allowing countless pot gardens to 
bloom in the name of compassionate 
use is bound to make pot even cheaper 
and more available than it already is to 
recreational users," wrote Eisenberg. 
"That might seem like good news to 
grown-ups who enjoy a little toke now 
and then. But when they discover their 
kids indulging more heavily in the stuff, 
the backlash will be inevitable." Instead, 
he suggested marijuana "be grown by 
reputable pharmaceutical companies in 
secured facilities, and under the watch
ful eye of the Drug Enforcement Ad
ministration..." Patients with prescrip
tions "would buy quality pot from reg
istered pharmacists monitored by the 
DEA, instead of loosey-goosey buyers’ 
clubs." In other words, far from being 
"effectively decriminalized," medical 
marijuana would be kept in a safe be
hind the counter at Walgreens.

Peron Rides Again
"I’m running for governor," says 

Dennis Peron, the San Francisco mari
juana mogul widely seen as the founding 
father of the medical marijuana revolu
tion. "I’m gonna raise the price of gas 
and cigarettes, eliminate sales tax and 
small business taxes, and pardon every 
nonviolent drug prisoner in jail. I’m 
gonna make Wavy Gravy head of the 
CHP. I’ve wanted to do this all my life."

Meanwhile, Peron is still facing felo
ny marijuana charges brought against 
him by Attorney General Dan Lungren, 
which could, as his third felony convic
tion, land him in prison for life. You’ve 
got to admire the guy’s chutzpah.

Running as a Republican who advo
cates "maintaining a woman’s right to an 
abortion," "a world without guns" and 
"ecology first!," Peron seems to have 
about a snowball’s chance in hell of win
ning the primary. He will likely be run
ning against his own arch nemesis Lun
gren.

Last October, Peron had his first vic
tory in the case, when Alameda County

Superior Court Judge Dean Beaupre or
dered the trial to take place across the 
bay in San Francisco Superior Court, 
citing an "appearance of impropriety" in 
the "forum shopping" by Dan Lungren, 
who apparently felt that a San Francisco 
jury would be too sympathetic.

Peron also faces civil nuisance 
charges brought when his groundbreak
ing Cannabis Buyers Club at 1442 Mar
ket Street was raided in August 1996.
On January 15,1997, Judge David Gar
cia ordered that the club be reopened 
in accordance with 215. That was chal
lenged in appellate court by Lungren, 
and Peron’s CBC is still waiting for a 
ruling.

"I know that the club is not going to 
close," says a typically optimistic Peron. 
"They may order it restructured. But 
they aren’t going to make an old lady 
with glaucoma go to the corner park to 
buy pot." The CBC has bounced back 
nicely, and is now almost back to the . 
level of business it had before the bust.

The Empire Strikes Back
Another victory came in May 1997, 

when US District Judge Fern Smith of 
San Francisco issued a preliminary 
injunction barring the Justice Depart
ment from taking any action against 
doctors who recommend marijuana to 
patients. The injunction came in a class 
action suit brought by California 
patients and physicians against the Drug 
Czar, DEA, federal Attorney General 
and Health & Human Services, follow
ing the federal government’s threat to 
prosecute doctors and revoke their pre
scription powers after the passage of 
215. Even The New York Times called 
the Clinton Administration’s threat "a 
dangerous and unwarranted interference 
with free speech and a patient’s right to 
hear the truth from a doctor." Mean
while, North Carolina Senator Jesse 
Helms introduced legislation which 
would force the government to do 
exactly that.

Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey’s official 
response to the President on 215 and 
Arizona’s Proposition 200 (recorded in 
the Federal Register last February) 
called on federal agencies to continue 
enforcement as usual, citing a Justice 
Department finding that "recommending 
or prescribing Schedule One controlled 
substances is not consistent with the 
public interest...” (McCaffrey’s infamous 
unofficial response to the media was, 
"This is not medicine, this is a Cheech 
& Chong show.") Even the IRS an
nounced that taxpayers cannot deduct 
the cost of marijuana as a medical ex
pense. Some elements of the federal 
bureaucracy, however, have moved to
wards the rescheduling option. The Na
tional Institute of Health has called for 
clinical studies to explore the option. 
Even AMA guidelines issued after 215’s 
passage give approval to doctors telling 
patients when marijuana might help 
their conditions.

In January 1998, the Justice Depart
ment filed six civil lawsuits seeking to 
shut down California’s largest medical 
marijuana clubs, including Peron’s CBC, 
Flower Therapy in the Mission District, 
the Oakland Cannabis Buyers Club, the 
Marin Alliance for Medical Marijuana, 
the Santa Cruz Cannabis Buyers’ Club, 
and the Ukiah Cannabis Buyers’ Club. 
Almost simultaneously, the California 
state Court of Appeal ruled that Lun
gren could shut the pot clubs.

These moves were thrown into ques
tion by the DEA’s historic January deci
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DENNIS PERON AT HIS POT BUYERS CLUB

sion to pass the question of marijuana’s 
schedule to Health & Human Services 
in response to an administrative petition 
filed by researcher Jon Gettman and 
the Trans High Corporation, publisher 
of HIGH TIMES. The heretofore in
transigent DEA has for the first time 
implicitly acknowledged that grounds 
exist to reconsider marijuana’s Schedule 
One status, ostensibly reserved for drugs 
with a high potential for abuse and no 
known medical applications.

Resisting the Backlash
There were five clubs in San Francis

co when this reporter visited in October, 
expanding the new political elbow room 
for cannabis in the face of a growing 
backlash.

Since then, one of those has closed. 
Cannabis Helping Alleviate Medical 
Problems (CHAMPS), at Church and

Market (in the original site of Peron’s 
CBC before it moved Downtown), 
closed its doors in January, with execu
tive director Vic Hernandez citing sur
veillance and harassment by unidentified 
plainclothes police, who videotaped out
side the club and shadowed staff mem
bers. "The biggest culprit in this is Dan 
Lungren, who refuses to carry out the 
will of the voters who passed 215," Her
nandez told the San Francisco Chroni
cle.

The Flower Therapy club, in the 
Mission at 17th street and South Van 
Ness, was raided by the DEA raided on 
April 21,1997. The agents knocked 
down the door in the wee hours and 
took over 300 plants and 15 grow-lights. 
San Francisco DA Terence Hallinan 
protested that he had not been in-

See POT BUYERS On Page 21
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Stop the Lies - Release the Medicine 
Heal the Sick - End the Prison State
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SHADOW INTERVIEW WITH AL LEWIS

You may know him best as Grandpa Munster on “The Munsters" TV show, or as 
Officer Schnauzer on "Car 54, Where Are You?" I remember seeing Al Lewis in 
countless parts on TV shows I watched in the 1970s and 80s, from “Lost In Space" to 
"The Night Stalker" to "Here's Lucy" to “Taxi," not to mention movies like "They Shoot 
Horses, Don't They?" and "They Might Be Giants." I’ve always enjoyed his 
performances, whether comedic or dramatic (he was fucking hilarious in the "Taxi" 
episode!!)

In recent months though, we’ve discovered that there’s a lot more to Al Lewis than 
just playing TV and movie roles. Beside being a Talmudic scholar, Al Lewis has 
devoted his life to social and political activism from the 1930s through the present. 
Now at 87 years of age, A! Lewis has settled back in New York City, where he shares 
his insights, his razor sharp wit and viewpoints with a receptive audience on his radio 
show on listener-supported WBAI (Saturdays at noon, on 99.5 FM) - when he’s not 
making movies.

We were a bit nervous approaching Al Lewis for an interview, not sure how he 
would react to The SHADOW. Then we got his call. He said "it sounds like fun." It was 
a strange experience to actually talk with and ask questions of "Grandpa Munster" in 
the flesh, and my head was spinning weeks later, but it was fun!! - Chris Flash, Editor

This interview with Al Lewis and SHADOW editors Chris Flash and A Kronstadt took 
place on October 21, 1997

SHADOW: It’s only recently that we 
found out there’s more to Al Lewis 
than most people think.
AL LEWIS: There’s more to anybody. 
Just because you haven’t noticed it, 
that's your problem, that’s not mine.

SHADOW: Where did you grow up? 
LEWIS: Upstate New York near the 
Canadian border, on a farm.

SHADOW: When did you first come to 
New York City?
LEWIS: About 1924. I lived in Brook
lyn, Manhattan, never lived in Queens, 
never lived in the Bronx.

SHADOW: When did you start getting 
involved in show business?
LEWIS: 1923.

SHADOW: How old were you at the 
time?
LEWIS: 13-14. I was born April 30, 
1910.

SHADOW: Was this the stage or 
vaudeville?
LEWIS: No, it was in the circus. I 
worked about eight and a half years in 
three different circuses - Barnum and 
Bailey, Cole Brothers’ Circus, and 
Clyde Beatty.

SHADOW: What did you do?
LEWIS: I started out as a roustabout, 
cleaning up -- elephants are vegetari
ans and leave a lot to be desired and I 
was the guy who was shoveling the 
“lot to be desired." And then I worked 
myself up into a clown and did a trick 
unicycle act and a trapeze act. I did 
anything to make a living.

SHADOW: We did a little reading up 
on your career -
LEWIS: Where was that? In Screw 
magazine?

SHADOW: We found out that you 
were on Broadway for a while.
LEWIS: Oh yes, I probably worked 
every single entertainment medium, 
including some that don’t exist. I 
worked the circus, carnival, I had my 
own medicine show, I worked 18 years 
of radio.

SHADOW: What kind of medicine did 
you sell?
LEWIS: Whatever I made. I made it in 
a bathtub.

SHADOW: What was it good for?

LEWIS: Whatever ailed you. I probably 
kept your grandfather alive. That's why 
you’re here.

SHADOW: What was it called?
LEWIS: Various times, different 
things - “The Professor" - "Little Alfie,”
I used to be called. Made it in the 
bathtub the night before, bottled it, put 
a label on it and sold it the following 
day in town.

SHADOW: In New York City?
LEWIS: No, no, no, all through the 
south. That was in the south.

‘ SHADOW: Did you have any experi
ence during Prohibition?
LEWIS: Did I sell whiskey?

SHADOW: Medicines very often had 
alcohol in them.
LEWIS: No, that came only later. You 
read the wrong things; you don’t know 
American history. The United States, 
per capita, at a certain period in its 
history, had the most junkies of any 
country ever in the world. That was 
right after the Civil War. The most 
brutal war, the greatest amount of 
casualties that America’s ever had. We 
fought each other. And cocaine came 
on the scene at that time as a pain
killer. It was so prevalent that if you 
had a five-year-old son, you could 
send him to the drugstore with fifty 
cents and he'd bring back a bottle, a 
tincture of cocaine. It was sold that 
prevalently. It was also the basis of the 
original Coca-Cola, where they made 
their fortune. Then in 1919, they 
passed the Harrison Act, where they 
made cocaine illegal, so the OTC, the 
"over-the-counter drugs,” the base be
came alcohol.

SHADOW: At what point did you go 
from the circus to Broadway?
LEWIS: From the circus I went to car
nival, and then drifted into medicine 
shows. First I went out with somebody, 
then I had my own. Then I started in 
radio in Chicago at WGN, which was 
then and still is, the largest radio 
station in the Midwest, owned by the 
Chicago Tribune. And after a couple of 
years, I came to the big time radio in 
New York. That’s when radio was king, 
there was no television. Most young 
people think television was around 
during the cave man days, but that's a 
"Johnny-Come-Lately,” television. That 
was big time, radio in New York. The 
1930's, I worked in soap operas. The

largest sponsor was P & G, Proctor 
and Gamble. That’s where the term 
"soap opera” comes from. And then 
television came around, the old 
Dumont Network, days of live tele
vision. I worked live television, plays, 
Broadway, Off-Broad-way, films. Do 
what you got to do. Still do. The old 
mule still pulls the wagon. Not as fast, 
but still pulls it, gets it home.

SHADOW: If you had to choose, what 
are your favorite memories of radio 
shows or TV shows that you were in
volved with?
LEWIS: I don't deal with memorabilia I 
have no nostalgia items, I don’t keep 
anything.

SHADOW: Anything that comes to 
mind? Any favorite experiences? 
LEWIS: Just anything where I can 
work in front of an audience. So I 
prefer a circus, a medicine show, 
vaudeville, burlesque. I prefer that for 
my own satisfaction over radio, there’s 
no audience. TV, there’s no audience. I 
need the response of the audience, 
even if it’s a silent response.

SHADOW: That sort of show business 
is pretty much gone nowadays. There 
isn't too much of that left.
LEWIS: That’s your loss, not mine. I 
did it. (Laughs)

SHADOW: Back in the 1930s, there 
was a lot of political activity going on.
A lot of labor demonstrations, strikes, 
the organization of the CIO. Were you 
involved in any of that?
LEWIS: Yup, yeah, Scottsboro, Tom 
Mooney, Warren K Billings. I was an 
organizer in the Food, Agricultural and 
Tobacco Workers Union down in North 
Carolina.

SHADOW: You worked in that indus
try?
LEWIS: No, no, I accepted a chal
lenge. The industry I worked in just 
before the war, World War II, was the 
National Maritirtie Union.

SHADOW: You were a seaman? 
LEWIS: Yup, yup. The late 30’s and 
then into the war. I was torpedoed 
twice, once in the Mediterranean and 
once off Murmansk.

SHADOW: You were carrying goods 
to the Soviet Union?
LEWIS: Like 600 other sea ships in a 
convoy. You never knew what you 
carried. You could have been carrying 
potatoes, which of course we weren’t,

or you could have been carrying ex
plosives. And you saw those ships go 
up. Boy, Coney Island never had fire
works like that. And all those men 
died.

In a convoy, you had 200-300 Vic
tory Ships. Henry J. Kaiser made mil
lions on those. And if you saw guys 
swimming in the water, you never 
stopped to pick them up. You let them 
die there. Because of the submarines. 
You could be a target. You’d look out 
the port hole and see these guys 
screaming for help, covered with oil, or 
they’re on fire. “Later Jack, later1”

SHADOW: Did you ever have to aban
don ship?
LEWIS: Sure, in the Mediterranean 
and in Murmansk, the ship was sunk. 
You don’t know what it's like to be,in 
the middle of the Atlantic ocean. There 
is no more lonely feeling. You see 
nothing, nothing, nothing.

And there comes the British Cor
vettes - “bwoop, bwoop, bwoop' - 
them fuckers, they didn’t give a shit 
about the few of us that were in the 
water. They were circling and dropping 
the ashcans looking for the German U- 
boats. And we were screaming "You 
motherfuckers!" And they finally pulled 
us in. And then in Murmansk, the 
Yops, Russian planes, spotted us and 
a Russian trawler. All women manned 
the ships, pulled us out of the water 
and took us to the hospital.

SHADOW: What was it like being a 
labor organizer in the 1930’s?
LEWIS: Depends where you were. In 
the South? You faced death at any 
moment.

SHADOW: The Ku Klux Wan?...
LEWIS: You’d get shot at. Not the Ku 
Wux Wan -- the poor people there who 
had no jobs. They were hired by the 
boss, they gave them a gun - "You 
see this son of a bitch? Blow his head 
off."

SHADOW: What industry was this? 
LEWIS: Food, Agricultural, Tobacco 
Workers Union. Fayetteville, North 
Carolina.

SHADOW: What about the National 
Maritime Union? What was it like or
ganizing among seamen back in those 
days?
LEWIS: You were more on home

Continued On Next Page



ground on the port than organizing in 
the south, even to this day. Even John 
L Lewis, who organized the United 
Mine Workers. He didn’t get very many 
Southern mine workers. American his
tory - people don’t know it. You know 
who his organizers were? Communists 
from the North. Many of them got 
blown away. Just step off the train, 
they blow your head off. You don’t 
know what fear is. (Laughs)

SHADOW: So what kept you going? 
LEWIS: Who knows? I don’t know. 
Maybe stupidity! (Laughs)

politicized your life? Some people say 
they want to make a lot of money, 
other people say "I’m gonna change 
the world...”
LEWIS: Those are full of shit state
ments. That’s shit. What motivated 
me? My mother. My mother was an 
immigrant woman, a peasant woman, 
struggled all her life, worked in the 
garment center. Understood what the 
struggle was about. My mother. Could
n’t read or write, but she had more 
sense than many a graduate from Har
vard.

SHADOW: Was she also an organi
zer?
LEWIS: No, my mother was a worker, 
a floor lady, a shop lady in the gar
ment center here in New York.

SHADOW: When did you start becom
ing political, when did you start be
coming in touch with things going on 
in the world?
LEWIS: I guess having been in my 
mother’s household I was probably 
political at five or six. I don’t know 
what you mean ~ what is "political?"
It’s all bullshit terminology. You’re 
aware of bread and butter issues. How 
could I not be aware during the De
pression that people were starving? 
And I was helping my mother sell 
apples. How could I not be aware? 
Forget that philosophical bullshit 
terminology, "you become aware." It 
hits you in the stomach and then a 
cop hits you on the head (laughs) - 
you become aware!

SHADOW: What was the first political 
activity that you were ever involved 
with?
LEWIS: I don’t know. Probably when I 
shit on the grass in Prospect Park, I 
don’t know. I don’t know what that 
means. What is a "political activity?" 
What does it mean?

SHADOW: The first demonstration, for 
instance?
LEWIS: I was very young. My mother 
used to take me to Mayday parades. 
That was big in New York. It used to 
culminate in the old Union Square, not 
the shit they have now, where they’ve 
built it so you can’t have a demonstra
tion. But they used to have a hundred 
thousand people there in Union 
Square Park. I remember my mother 
used to go on the parades for the 
Scottsboro boys. Those guys were ar

rested in Alabama on the testimony of 
two prostitutes - we struggled to free 
them. I remember participating in de
monstrations, and Tom Mooney and 
Warren K. Billings, the so-called bomb
ing of the "Preparedness Day Parade."

And then during the Depression, 
people were getting evicted, ten a day. 
We used to come along and break the 
lock and put the furniture back in 
again. We would storm the Home Re
lief Centers [and say] that or this 
person didn’t get a check for eight 
dollars or something, and get hit on 
the head.

SHADOW: In the demonstrations back 
in those days, what problems did you 
have with the police? Did they try to 
attack people?
LEWIS: Did you just come to this 
country? (Laughs) What are you talk
ing about? The police are here to pro
tect property. They're not here to pro
tect the public! So, what the fuck are 
you asking me? Of course! Name me 
a period when the police...(laughs)

SHADOW: So these demonstrations 
for Tom Mooney, and labor demon
strations...
LEWIS: Warren K Billings, organizing 
the CIO, and District 65, and the UE, 
and NMU. All that was going on and 
the police were there to see that you 
didn’t do it. And if they could get away 
with it, they’d beat the shit out of you.

SHADOW: And people would resist? 
LEWIS: Well obviously. And unions

were created. We used to have a say
ing: "If you don’t get the asses of the 
masses out in the street, forget it.” And 
you get enough of them out there, the 
ruling class gets scared. That’s the 
only thing they’re afraid of, is numbers. 
Numbers!

See, one thing you have to under
stand. There’s very few people under
stand, especially people who deal in 
outlaw newspapers and magazines. 
The ruling class is smarter than you, 
and they’re more creative. And if you 
forget that lesson, you go down the 
drain. Because if they weren’t, they 
wouldn’t be around as long as they 
have been and as strong as they have 
been. It’s not an accident. Not an acci
dent. Never underestimate your oppo
nent. They'll tell you that if you're a 
fighter. Never underestimate. You can 
poke fun at ’em, you can do satire, but 
they work 24 hours a day. It’s like Lord 
Acton said: “Power corrupts; absolute 
power corrupts absolutely."

/ say that power works 24 hours to 
remain in power. Throughout history. 
Go back to kings, feudal times. The 
same thing. While you and I, here' 
we’re bullshitting, and then we go out: 
"Tompkins Square, blah, blah, blah..." 
Their fucking machine works 24 hours 
a day, man. It grinds, it grinds. Other
wise they don't stay in power, they 
topple.

SHADOW: What do you think people 
can do in response to that power? 
LEWIS: First of all, (laughs) you have 
to agree that these people shouldn't 
have the power. Go on Eighth Avenue 
and 35th Street and ask what the 
junkies do. They’re looking for a fix.

What do they do?
You see, a junkie once told me an 

unanswerable question. He said: "I 
take this junk so the shit that’s in front 
of me and the shit that I smell disap
pears. What are you gonna replace it 
with?” What do you replace it with? A 
tract? "Jesus loves you?" What? "So
cialism is your answer?" The guy's 
looking for $15 to hit you and I on the 
head with a lead pipe to meet the man 
to get the fix. I have no answer for 
that. He has to find that answer. I can 
deal with somebody who’s not in that 
kind of position and try to talk, and I 
do the best I can.

You see, the thing is, and I don't 
mean this in a denigrating way, but 
you're "Johnny-Come-Latelies." Uke in 
the Sixties, there was a thousand 
underground papers. I read them all. I 
used to have them all sent to me in 
California. Everybody in this society 
wants the quick fix, like the junkie that 
we just talked about. So do the radi
cals, whatever you want to call them, a 
bumper sticker. Put it on your car. "I’m 
a radical," "I’m a lefty," "I’m a progres- 
sive,” "I'm left of center." It's all bullshit.
I learned a long time ago - I’ve been 
in the struggle over seventy years - it 
doesn't bother me I may not win.

SHADOW: So what keeps you going? 
LEWIS: What keeps me going? My 
belief. (Laughs) You see, what hap
pens with you "Johnny-Come-Latelies"
-- and I’m not personalizing -- is like 
you take people of the Sixties. After 
five or ten years, they didn’t get the 
victory - "Oh, fuck it, man, I’ll take this 
job down on Wall Street and make the 
fuckin’ money. I didn't get the immedi
ate fix." See, the junkie is better off 
than them. He gets the fix. As long as 
he's got the bread, he gets the fix. "We 
didn’t win!" America only knows the 
"win."

SHADOW: But what do you think 
about the people of the Sixties who 
didn’t go along with that but made 
money and used it for good pur
poses?
LEWIS: I haven’t found that species. 
(Laughs)

-SHADOW: There are some interesting 
characters, like the George Soros 
types...
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SHADOW: Let’s say we’re talking 
about specific issues: police torturing 
people in police precincts, or people 
being evicted from housing, or gar
dens on the Lower East Side being 
bulldozed and replaced by condomini
ums. We put out a newspaper to try 
and convince people that things like 
that are not in their interest. Do you 
think the alternative press is a viable 
counterweight to the mainstream 
press?
LEWIS: Everything is viable. But don’t 
expect results.

LEWIS: Ah, bullshit. Everything he 
gives away is tax deductible. I’m too 
fuckin' old for that shit, man! That’s 
like Ted Turner giving away a billion 
dollars. You know how much he winds 
up giving away? About a hundred mil
lion dollars. All the rest he deducts 
from his taxes. You know who gives it 
away? You and I are giving it away. 
Otherwise, we’d be taking his tax 
money.

SHADOW: What’s your formula for 
changing the world, for improving 
things?
LEWIS: I don’t know what that means; 
that’s all bullshit. Life is specific. Even if 
you’re not political, that's political! You 
can’t shoot buckshot. You wanna be a 
millionaire? Fine! Put on the blinders, 
like a fucking horse. If you shoot buck
shot, you gotta go for the target.

SHADOW: Maybe we’re being naive, 
but maybe we serve some purpose... 
LEWIS: There’s nothing wrong with 
being naive. But, after doing x amount 
of time or years, don’t throw your 
hands up in the air, because, you see, 
everybody wants the "the win," they 
want it today. It doesn’t happen. The 
struggle goes on. The victory is in the 
struggle, for me. And I accepted that a 
long time ago.

You write about police brutality. Go 
back to 1909, you'll see about police 
brutality (laughs). It’s not something 
new. People don't really understand 
their role in society.

I'll take this where your newspaper 
goes: the destruction of the gardens. 
And they’re gonna be destroyed, 
there’s no question about it. The 
powers that be have so convinced the 
mass of people - "Fuck the gardens, 
those fucking freaky people carrying 
that horse shit and fertilizer. A building 
is more beautiful than a fuckin' 
flower - you have to say the mass of 
people are bought. The day that they 
attempt to bulldoze the first garden, if 
ten thousand people are standing 
there, the garden will never be bull
dozed. You have to understand, the 
power structure and the errand boys, 
the guys who carry the bedpans for 
the power structure, the politicians, 
council men, congressmen, senators, 
whatever, they only understand one 
thing: numbers. It’s numbers of voters.

You get fifty people out, "Fuck ’em. 
Get the local precinct, hit ’em on the 
fucking head.” Get ten thousand peo
ple out? God, that’s four hundred cam
eras, it's all over European television. 
Scary. Numbers are scary. Your prob
lem is to get ten thousand people out 
on the street the first time they go to 
bulldoze that garden. And you won’t. 
But that's not a defeat. Because all 
you can do, all I can do, is, I do a 
show, I influence those people. Hope
fully they’ll carry that message forward. 
That’s ail I can do. I don’t own a news
paper, I don’t own a radio station. 
That’s it. I don’t feel bad about that. I 
understand the limitations. I fight 
against them, I stretch ’em out. I’m not 
out to save the world.

SHADOW: So you’re doing what you 
can...
LEWIS: Yeah! To make things better 
for people.

Continued On Next Page

AL LEWIS IN APPEARANCE AT 
MEOW MIX BAR, 10/30/97, 1:15 AM
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INTEC\lEW-~
SHADOW: So, what do you think of 
this [mayoral] election between [NYC 
Mayor Rudolph] Giuliani and [Manhat
tan Borough President Ruth] Messin- 
ger?
LEWIS: Four more years of Benito 
Giuliani.

SHADOW: Why do you think they 
elect people like Giuliani?
LEWIS: Hey, you’re the guy whose 
got the newspaper. You tell me. I’ll tell 
you why: ’cause you haven’t con
vinced enough people. How do you 
like that? Ya wanna carry that rock on 
your head?

SHADOW: How many people read the 
SHADOW? How many people act on 
what they read or do something posi
tive as a result?
LEWIS: If they don’t, that’s your prob
lem. America gets the politicians they 
deserve. That’s it. And you keep strug
gling. He’ll win big. No question. We’ll 
get four more years of this shit, and it’ll 
get worse.

SHADOW: Are there any good politi
cians that you’ve run into recently? 
LEWIS: In the cemetary? H.L 
Mencken said: "Looking for an honest 
politician is like looking for an ethical 
burglar."

SHADOW: In the 1950’s, in the early 
days of television, did you ever have 
any problems with the McCarthyites? 
The Blacklist?
LEWIS: If I did, I certainly wouldn't 
have known of it. They didn’t advertise 
it. See, it was strongest in film, and in 
that period I didn’t work in film. Big 
studios, that’s where it took its heavi
est toll. In radio, only on a few biggies. 
But I did hundreds of radio shows and 
t was Just a voice. I was not identified. I 
was not a "biggie." You knock off a 
biggie, you set an example, so every
body else will run scared.

SHADOW: So during that period you 
continued to go to demonstrations and 
all that and you were not prevented 
from working?
LEWIS: Yeah, oh yeah, I don't give a 
fuck. And if I was [blacklisted], how 
would I know? The guy didn't send me 
a mail that said "We’re not hiring you 
for this because you were at a demon
stration." What did I lose? A job? So 
big fucking deal. I’d get another job. 
(Laughs) What’s the big deal? What 
are they offering me? Life? I’m signing 
a contract, I’m gonna live 300 years? I 
don’t have an ego. All I wanted to do 
was to be able to work. I didn’t want to 
become famous or wealthy. Those are 
by-products. I never thought in that 
direction.

SHADOW: Were there any particular 
roles or shows that motivated you 
more than others?
LEWIS: I’ve turned down a few roles. 
I’ve never taken a role that demeans 
people. I just don’t do it. What do you 
lose? A job? Big fucking deal! What
ever you see me in, I’m not responsi
ble for the script. I’m only responsible 
for what I do. That's it. I got the wagon 
home on time. That's it. I don’t get in
volved in it. I'm an actor. That's it.

SHADOW: Everything I’ve seen you in 
has been in good taste, well-rounded... 
LEWIS: You can say that or you can 
say I did it in good taste. (Laughs) 
Look, you only go around once. You 
give it your best shot. You guys, who 
knows what you’ll be doing five years, 
not even ten years from now?
Chances are, in ten years that paper 
[the SHADOW] won’t exist. There’s a 
long history of underground outlaw 
papers -- the Berkeley Barb, the RAT 
here, which was very popular in the 
Sixties. They lost their audience. Ten 
years is a long time for an outlaw 
newspaper. As long as you gave it 
your best shot, even if in the opinion of

AL LEWIS + FRED GWYNNE IN SCENE FROM "THE MUNSTERS"

SHADOW: What did you think as a 
middle-aged man about the youth and 
free love culture in the Sixties?
LEWIS: I went to all the Love-Ins. I 
took my kids. I enjoyed myself.

SHADOW: That was around the time 
that you were doing the Munsters, 
wasn’t it? So people recognized you 
as Grandpa Munster.
LEWIS: Sure, absolutely. In Califiornia 
in that period, the estimate was that 
there were at least half a million run
aways from the age of eight on, drift
ing to California Every Friday I used to 
have about fifty, sixty kids who would 
wait for me on Sunset Boulevard and 
I’d take them all to dinner. All run
aways.

That’s how I met Charlie Manson.
He wanted to be in the music busi
ness. He babysat my three kids. He 
didn’t chop no heads off, he was very 
nice with me. I met him in front the 
Whiskey-A-Go-Go on Sunset Boule
vard. He sat for four or five hours, he 
amused the kids, he brought the guitar 
and he played, no big deal, no sweat.

SHADOW: Did you know any Sixties 
musicians, performers or anyone like 
that?
LEWIS: Did I go out of my way to 
meet any performers? I'm more im
portant to me than any body you can 
mention. Do you know that? Yeah, I 
met the Beatles, you name them, ain’t 
no big fuckin’ deal. They couldn't get a 
hotel to put them up, so Universal stu
dios was encased with a wall, with 
their own police and firemen. We 
stayed in a bungalow, and one of 
them stayed in mine. I met Bobby 
Darin, you name them. Naturally, I’m in 
the business!

SHADOW: So after a lot of years in 
California, you decided to come back 
to New York?
LEWIS: I came back to New York to 
do a film in Toronto, my wife was 
doing a show in Massachusetts. I had 
a couple of ideas and opened up a 
restaurant on Bleecker Street, a 
comedy club on Staten Island -- still 
there seven, eight years. [Both estab
lishments named "Grandpa’s" -Ed.]

SHADOW: It seems like you don’t 
mind using that tag [Grandpa]...
LEWIS: Why would I mind? It pays my 
mortgage. And if I did mind, what 
could I do about it? I created a charac
ter. You see, I’m a lot smarter than the 
people who interview me. I’m very seri
ous now. I created a character that 
people love. You follow me around 
and you will see total strangers greet 
me. Junkies, Wall Street types. That 
was not my aim. I played a cantanker
ous persnickity old man who enjoys 
screwing everybody up, and people 
love that. That’s how it turned out.

SHADOW: How much of Grandpa 
Munster was Al Lewis and how much 
of Al Lewis was Grandpa Munster? 
LEWIS: Everything. There’s a part of 
me in everything. Car 54’s Schnauzer 
is a part of me. I can’t do you. It's a 
composite, a collage of my whole life. 
It’s Al Lewis. I always say, "You hire Al 
Lewis, you get the whole Al Lewis."
He’s loud, he’s opinionated, he 
smokes terrible cigars, that’s it. I can't 
be and I’m not going to attempt to be 
what someone thinks I should be.
That’s the road to hell. Like they used 
to say uptown, "Don’t sing that song, I 
don’t know the lyrics."

"CAR 54, WHERE ARE YOU?"

people should live in there. If you want 
to call them squatters, trespassers, 
hey, I call Wall Street thieves!. Oscar 
Wilde said the rich and the poor are 
equal - they can both sleep under the 
bridge. Right? (Laughs). Do they have 
a right? You’re damn right they have a 
right! And the police, because they are 
hired by the property owners, have the 
right to hit them on the head and 
throw 'em out. That’s the society, 
that’s how it's organized. You and I 
might not like it, but that's what they’re 
here for. They’re not here to prevent 
the city or the owner of the building to 
throw them out, they're there to hit the 
guys on the head and throw them out. 
[Playing a cop] "Hey, I’m doing a job, 
man, I’ve got a family, you know, my 
kids gotta go to camp."

I get one or two cops who call me 
on the show [on WBAI-FM] and I dis
cuss with them and there’s many 
points that we can agree on. And the 
more points you can agree on, the 
points that day you disagree on, they 
may not a week from now. That’s the 
lesson you learn.

SHADOW: Of course, you played 
Schnauzer, a police man. What do you 
think of that role, playing a policeman? 
LEWIS: I never thought about it, I just 
did it. Cops love it. I’ve played so 
many going away parties and retire
ment parties. I used to do a yearly 
show at the Trenton War Memorial 
Auditorium for the New Jersey State 
police, and the next time they would 
see me on a picket line. [Playing a 
cop] "Hey, what are you doing there?"

SHADOW: What’s your secret for suc
cess, for a long, healthy, happy life? 
LEWIS: My secret for success? I don’t 
know what the hell success means. 
(Laughs) I’ll tell you what my secret is. 
It took me a long time to find this out.

Find something that you absolutely 
love to do. Not you like it, or it’s 
pleasant - something that you abso
lutely love to do. And along the way, if 
you’re lucky, get to love the way you 
do it. Then you’re home free. And 
you’re looking at a man right now. I 
got a spine made out of stainless 
steel. Nothing shrinks it, nothing, 
nothing. Because I know who I am. I 
don’t have to brag. I know what I con
tributed. I know what I did. You think 
you can do it better? Hey, go right 
ahead. The stage is yours. But find 
something that you absolutely love do
ing. And then get to love the way you 
do it. That's the uniqueness of all of 
us. That’s it.

Albert Einstein, one of my favorites, 
said: "Imagination is more important 
than knowledge." And if that cat say it, 
it’s good enough for me.

SHADOW: What do you think about 
the idea of squatting?
LEWIS: I think people need housing. 
And there's empty buildings, I think

[Al Lewis' radio show AL LEWIS LIVE 
can be heard on WBAI radio (99.5 FM 
in New York City) on Saturdays at 
12:00 noon]
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FAX ZAP: YOUR FAX AS A WEAPON

(From "The Mighty E-mail Army")
< gardens@cybergal.com >

Among the methods used to ex
press outrage over the senseless 
demolitions of community gardens on 
the Lower East Side was a telephone 
and faxing campaign directed against 
several of the parties responsible, 
including the New York City Partner
ship. The gardens were originally 
scheduled for demolition on August 
15, and while they were not success
fully saved from the bulldozers, the 
demolitions were delayed for four and 
a half months - thereby costing the 
developer huge sums of money and 
creating enormous headaches for 
everyone involved in the garden- 
demolition plan. It is felt that by contin
uing to make outrage felt in various 
creative ways, it makes it harder for 
the forces of evil to wreak their havoc. 
So use that redial button and keep giv-

FAXING TIPS: By necessity, we 
have recently learned quite a bit about 
the legality of the political tactic of the 
fax jam (in which one or more people 
send large numbers of faxes to an op
ponent). The District Attorney declined 
to prosecute a woman for sending 
several thousand faxes to the New 
York City Partnership, aka the Cham
ber of Commerce, but that may have 
been in large part because she had 
stopped faxing of her own accord 
several weeks before the Partnership 
had her arrested. Therefore, we would 
not recommend duplicating this exact 
method. Indeed, there’s a better way 
to flood a fax machine! One that’s fully 
First Amendment protected! [The in
structions that follow are for Windows 
95 users in order to avoid your wast
ing a ton of paper; could somebody 
send us (gardens@cybergal.com) di
rections for how to do this on a Mac?] 

THE BASIC PRINCIPLE: The ag
gravated harassment statute (an anti
stalker law, by the way) only prohibits 
those telephonic communications that 
are either 1) intended to annoy or har
ass a person (not an organization or

government body); or 2) made with no 
legitimate purpose. Therefore, we re
commend the following: Write a letter 
to your opponent(s), describing your 
sentiments about the issue at hand.
Use 72 point type, one word to a 
page. In this way, you can create a 
several hundred page document with 
little effort at all - one with a clearly 
legitimate purpose that is directed to
ward an organization, business, or 
governmental institution. To be scrupu
lously legal, be sure to sign it with your 
full "name. “ Save this letter as a file - 
you could call it ’faxjam”. From the 
Windows 95 START button, go to 
PROGRAMS and then MICROSOFT 
EXCHANGE. Under the COMPOSE 
pull-down menu, choose 'New Fax." 
From that point on, it should be self- 
explanatory (you’ll be attaching your 
letter as a file). You can either send 
the fax during working hours when it 
will tie up the enemy’s fax machine all 
day, or wait until some time when it’s 
more convenient for you to have your 
fax line occupied for so long - say, in 
the middle of the night. (You could 
also want to alter or delete your send
ing telephone number from appearing 
at the top of the faxed pages.)

As a first practice exercise, you 
might want to try sending a fax to the 
New York City Partnership (212-344- 
3344). Let the Partnership - whose 
board of directors is composed of 
some of the world’s most powerful 
corporate C.E.O.s - know how you 
feel about them having had an activist 
arrested at her home and hauled away 
in handcuffs for sending faxes. Let 
them know how you feel about their ef
forts to privatize vast portions of the 
city government and orchestrate a 
huge sell-off of city-owned land, includ
ing some 400 community garden sites. 
Happy faxing!

(The Mighty Email Army is a project of 
the Lower East Side Collective - http: 
//www. earthlink. net/ ~ aliceme/lesc)

PRECISION E-MAIL BOMBING
(From "The Mighty E-mail Army")

Now that we’ve explained fax zap
ping, are you ready to try a new form of 
virtual monkeywrenching? If we all send 
large E-mail messages to the same tar
get in a short period of time, the target’s 
server will experience major technical 
problems; with a big enough deluge, the 
server will crash.

Let’s experiment and see what we 
can do: some targets worthy of an E- 
mail bombing campaign would be the 
parties responsible for the destruction of 
community gardens on the Lower East 
Side, including the development-mad 
privatizers at the New York City Partner
ship at lnfo@nycp.org. As with the 
phone and fax jams, it’s important that 
you clearly state the political intent of 
your communication. (Of course, there 
are ways to disguise the true source of 
your E-mail!)

Some suggestions of what you might 
send:

1) . You could write your own mes- 
sage-the longer the better-and send it 
multiple times.

2) . You could attach one or more 
large files to your E-mail-graphics files 
(say, a scan of a photo of one of the 
bulldozed gardens) are ideal.

3) . You could send one or more free 
greeting cards addressed to Veronica 
White of the New York City Partnership 
and personalized with a "save the gar
dens" message. Go to http://www. 
dreamscape. com/frankvad/free. cards, 
html for links to tons of different free E- 
mail card services.

4) . You could send your garden pre
servation message via Frank E-Mail, the 
free service that translates your mes
sage into the language of Frank Sinatra: 
http://www. clever. net/rich2000/

You are encouraged to send tips for 
future E-mail bombing actions to: 
gardens@cybergal. com.
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REVERSE INFORMATION:
How To Get A Name And Address From A 

Telephone Number
By Roy G. Biv

In SHADOW #34, we revealed the 
existence of the telephone company’s 
secret CNA service, which acts like "re
verse information." Instead of your cal
ling 555-1212 and giving a name to get 
a telephone number, CNA allows com
pany-connected people, detectives and 
law enforcement types to call a special 
telephone number, give an operator a 
telephone number and obtain the cor
responding name and address.

However, CNA service is not accessi
ble to outsiders: to get the info, you 
need to give the operator a four digit 
code number which keeps changing reg
ularly. As we reported, our phreaker 
pals tell us that the four digit codes 
usually have 2 repeating numbers, like: 
_22_ or _4_4. (See SHADOW #34 for 
the list of CNA access telephone num
bers for each state.)

In SHADOW #36, we reported ano
ther method for "reverse information." 
"UnDirectory Service" provides a re
verse information service for only $1.00 
per minute. Just call 1-900-933-3330 and 
follow the synthetic voice’s instructions. 
UnDirectory is extremely fast and ac
curate, providing the name, address, 
city, state and even the zip code. They 
also give every person’s name on a 
shared listing. The only problem is that 
they don’t give info on unlisted num
bers. For those, the telephone com
pany’s CNA system is still the best bet, 
if you can figure out a good four digit 
code.

Recently, we were turned on to ano
ther reverse information service. "Data
base America" runs a computerized dir
ectory listing service that is updated 
quarterly, called "People Finder," on the 
world wide web. Go to: http://www. 
databaseamerica.com and you’ll get an 
onscreen form you can use to obtain in
fo in whatever order you want. Enter 
the first and last name, city and state, 
and People Finder gives you the ad
dress, city, state, zip code and the tele
phone number. Enter the area code and 
telephone number and you’ll get the 
name and address. If you don’t have a

complete telephone number to search, 
you can enter part of the number (1-6 
digits) and get every name that corres
ponds to that sequence of numbers.

The best part is that People Finder 
is free!! Unfortunately, People Finder 
won’t do unlisted numbers. Those with
out computers can call: 1 -888- 
ENABLED. (For international info, 
call: 1-201-476-2000.) We don’t know if 
the service is free through these tele
phone numbers-whenever we call, we 
get a recording that asks us to leave a 
message.

Have any ideas to share? Please 
send them to: The SHADOW,
P.O. Box 20298, New York, NY 10009

BEWARE OF PHONE 
BILLING SCAM!!

By Roy G.Biv
We have just been apprised of the 

following scam. Tests are being run to 
determine if the following codes actu
ally work. In the meantime, If anyone 
calls you and asks to do the following 
test, you should decline.

One of our correspondents tells the 
SHADOW: *1 received a telephone call 
from an individual identifying himself as 
an AT&T service technician that was 
running a test on our telephone lines. 
He stated that to complete the test I 
should touch nine (9), zero (0), pound 
sign (#), and hang up. Luckily, I was 
suspicious and refused. Upon con
tacting the telephone company, I was 
informed that by pushing 90#, you end 
up giving the Individual that called you 
access to your telephone line and 
allows them to place a long distance 
telephone call, with the charge appear
ing on your telephone bill. I was further 
informed that this scam has been 
originating from many of the local jails/ 
prisons."

For more details, check out this sit* 
on the world wide web: http://www. 
bookzen.com
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MIDNIGHT DEMOLITION

OEM DEPUTY DIRECTOR GERRY 
McARTY AT DEMOLITION OF 26 

EAST FIRST STREET (7/97)

a rear collapse between the first and 
second story, and when our inspectors 
arrived on the scene, they determined 
the building as completely unsafe for 
anyone."

When told that the tenants disagree, 
Birkhahn replied, "The tenants aren’t 
experts in this field. The last thing we 
want to do in the world is not let ten
ants get their belongings. But we have 
to protect the safety of tenants and save 
lives. We have no ulterior motive."

Birkhahn says that getting lighting in 
place and calling in a private demolition 
crew contracted by HPD explains the 
delay of several hours. He says the land
lord will be billed by the city for the 
demolition.

By Sunday noon, the building was 
gone. Demolition crews worked continu
ously through the night with the crane 
and a large scoop, taking bite after bite 
of the building. Debris dumped in the 
barricaded street was collected and 
hauled away. Many witnesses to the 
demolition reported that at no time dur
ing the 17 hours of pounding did the 
building, collapse any further. It was 
simply dismantled floor by floor until 
the demolition crew reached the 
ground.

The speed and efficiency of the 
operation, the well-managed control of 
the site and of the press, coupled with 
the surreal quality of the crane scoop 
repeatedly attacking the building all 
night long under the glare of spot-lights, 
left many onlookers in shock. Two 
weeks later, neighbors reported the feel
ing of having an arm or leg cut off with
out any explanation or diagnosis. The 
corner that once was, the bodega gro
cery store, the bank of phones, the so
cial activity, the people, just gone-dis- 
appeared.

Demolition and the 
New York City Building Code

The method of the all-night demoli
tion violated many provisions in New 
York City’s own Building Code-Chap
ter 26, Subchapter 19, Article 6-Demo- 
lition Operations. The code calls for a 
careful and systematic floor-by-floor re
moval of materials by a contractor, with 
demolition workers working their way 
down from the inside and removal of 
debris from the building through 
covered chutes or openings. Another 
provision deals with protection of adja
cent structures, particularly the removal 
of beams in party walls, which in this 
case, were simply ripped out of the par
ty wall by the claw on the end of the

boom crane, potentially damaging adja
cent buildings.

The mechanical demolition or use of 
a crane like the one used at 172 Stanton 
Street to smash the building is permit
ted only upon issuance of a special per
mit by the building department and in 
accordance with several requirements 
including: "Unless permitted by the 
commissioner, the mechanical method 
of demolition shall not be used where 
any building, or portion thereof, occu
pied by one or more persons is located 
within the safety zone."

As both adjacent buildings, 176 Stan
ton and 28-30 Clinton are occupied, this 
method of demolition must have been 
approved by the commissioner, Ron 
Livian. Interestingly, the criteria or 
guidelines the commissioner uses to de
termine that a situation warrants an 
override of standard procedures for 
demolitions are not delineated any
where in the Building Code. Further
more, the criteria or guidelines that are 
used to determine an "emergency condi
tion" and subsequently that the building 
needs to be demolished are also not de
lineated in the Building Code.

Phone calls to Buildings Department 
inspectors confirmed that no such 
guidelines exist. The chief inspector, 
Thomas O’Flaherty and the Manhattan 
Borough Commissioner, Mr. Livian, 
simply by the mandate of their office, 
have the power to authorize demolition 
of a building when they or their inspec
tors decide that a building is in "immin
ent danger of collapse." No confirma
tion from independent architects or en
gineers representing the building owner 
or tenants is necessary, or more impor
tantly, required by law.

A licensed architect who lives in the 
area has said, "Judging from photo
graphic evidence of the north facade of 
172 Stanton Street, and site observa
tions of the Stanton and Clinton street 
facades, the building could have easily 
been braced and made safe in order to 
allow tenants to retrieve their posses
sions. The reshoring of facades is stan
dard procedure and is happening right 
now all over the city."

City records indicate and photo
graphs of the building confirm, that ex
tensive repairs to install tensioned tie 
rods to structurally secure the north and 
south facades to the structural floor 
beams was completed in the fall of 1997 
and approved by the architect responsi
ble for the job. An application to repair 
the portion of the north facade that col
lapsed was disapproved by the city in 
1991.

There was also plenty of advance 
warning that the city failed to heed. At 
a meeting of now homeless tenants of 
172 Stanton on January 28, City Coun- 
cilwoman Marguarita L6pez noted that 
there were 98 outstanding violations for 
at least four years at 172 Stanton. Of 
these, 66 were "Class B" and 12 were 
"Class C." B and C violations are those 
considered serious and requiring court 
action, despite months of tenant com
plaints, they received no action. "The 
city was not monitoring that building," 
says L6pez. "That’s the only way this 
could happen."

Massive budget cuts and slashes in 
the city’s housing inspection staff in the 
last ten years have resulted in a vast 
backlog of outstanding code violations.
The City Council recently considered 
legislation proposed by the Orwellian- 
named landlord group Rent Stabiliza
tion Association that would do away 
with city inspections entirely, in favor of I 
landlord-contracted inspectors, but the 
move was scuttled by widespread tenant 
protest.

172 Stanton Street landlord Emman
uel Weisberg owns numerous other

buildings in the neighborhood, including 
176 Stanton and 43 Clinton, as well as a 
Hebrew Religious Articles store at 45 
Essex. He failed to return a phone call 
from the SHADOW before presstime.

Tenants at the January 28 meeting 
said that agents for Weisberg had con
tacted them on the street after the 
demolition with an offer to return their 
security deposits. L6pez suspects that 
this is a ploy to terminate their tenant
ship and evade legal liability. "Do not 
accept that money," she warned the ten
ants. "Do not sign a single document 
from the landlord."

The Tenants of 172 Stanton Street
172 Stanton housed between 30 and 

40 people, including about 10 children. 
Many were long-term residents-the 
Kleinkopfs lived there over thirty years. 
They were a mix of Puerto Rican, 
Dominican, Bangladeshi, Jewish, and 
White. 172 Stanton was primarily a low- 
income rent-stabilized building.

On Saturday night, after the demoli
tion, the Red Cross brought the tenants 
to a motel it contracts with near La- 
Guardia Airport in Queens, 22 blocks 
from the nearest subway stop in a two- 
fare zone. Each family was given $50, 
and then they were on their own. Most 
are doubling up with friends or family. 
The city, as it has done in similar cases, 
put the tenants up in this motel for 
three days. After that time, they are 
categorized as "homeless" and put into 
the shelter system, as if they had just 
been picked up off the street.

If a homeless tenant decides not stay 
in a shelter for 50 days, but instead de
cides to live with a friend or relative, 
then they lose their "homeless" status 
and are ineligible for housing assistance. 
Those who stay in the city shelters are 
put on an emergency list for housing. 
This emergency process can take a 
month or more and they must take 
whatever apartment in whatever neigh
borhood they are offered, or they are 
ineligible for housing assistance.

The fact that the tenants are now 
scattered throughout the city, as well as 
their language barrier, is an obstacle to 
coordinating a legal strategy. At the 
January 28 tenant meeting, L6pez spoke 
in English and Spanish, while a young 
girl translated in Bengalese for her 
mom.

Vacate and Demolish:
An Escalation of Tactics

Vacate and demolish orders issued 
by the Fire Department and the De
partment of Buildings based on the pre
text of structural instability have been 
used by the City of New York more fre
quently since the real estate market has 
been booming. Two recent Lower East 
Side building demolitions follow:

In February 1997, 537-39 East Fifth 
Street, a city-owned building occupied 
by more than 20 squatters for more 
than ten years, was said to be in danger 
of "imminent collapse" after a small fire 
in one room on the second floor. An 
independent architect testified in court 
that the building appeared to be struc
turally sound. Police and city officials 
were seen walking throughout the build
ing after the fire without hard hats or 
any other precautions. As reported in 
SHADOW #41, one building resident, 
Brad Will, made his way back into the 
building and onto the roof as demolition 
began. When police failed to apprehend 
him, they continued the demolition, 
knowingly endangering his life. Two in
junctions issued by New York State Su
preme Court Judge Barbara Kapnick to 
cease demolition and cartage of resi
dents’ property were ignored by the city. 
The Fifth Street Block Association or
ganized a protest over the debris, plas
ter, lead dust and asbestos that was re
leased into the air by the mechanical 
demolition with a boom crane. Resi

dents’ possessions were needlessly de
stroyed, and their pets were killed. 
Jacqueline Bukowski, the lawyer repre
senting the residents of Fifth Street said, 
"When the City ignores the laws of the 
State, it forces its citizens to live in a 
state of fear and unpredictability. Even 
homeless people living under a bridge 
have Federal law protection regarding 
the seizure of their property."

In July 1997, 26 East First Street, a 
city-owned building occupied by legal 
rent-paying tenants, was declared to be 
in danger of "imminent collapse" after a 
portion of a plaster ceiling fell in the 
building’s stairwell. The tenants were 
given a half hour to vacate and were 
never allowed back in. An independent 
architect who wanted to assess the 
structural condition of the building was 
refused entrance. City workers moved 
throughout the building all night and 
removed some of the tenants belong
ings. Again, most possessions, as well 
pets, were lost in the demolition. Ten
ants were housed for one night by the 
Red Cross, three days in a welfare 
hotel, and then into the homeless shel
ter system.

And now....l72 Stanton Street, ano
ther privately-owned building with legal 
rent-paying tenants. The pattern is 
clear: From city-owned squats, to a city- 
owned building with legal tenants, to a 
privately-owned building with legal ten
ants. Many people now fear that 176 
Stanton, adjacent to the vacant lot 
where 172 once stood, may be next.

As tenants in New York City contin
ue to lose their civil rights and legal 
rights in the courts, there is less and less 
difference between tenants and squat
ters. All low-income tenants, of city or 
privately-owned, rent-stabilized or rent- 
controlled buildings, are vulnerable to 
assault by New York City’s forced evic
tion and demolition squad, led by. the 
Mayor, the Mayor’s Office of Emergen
cy Management, the Department of 
Buildings, the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, the 
NYC Fire Department, the NYC Police 
Department, and the mainstream 
media.

This coordinated effort has become 
increasingly sophisticated, swift, and 
brutal. In earlier demolitions, real ef
forts were made to remove residents’ 
possessions. In some cases, days would 
pass as the city hired movers to remove 
possessions. Eventually, squatters, some 
of whom were in city-run homesteading 
programs, became aware of the real in
tent of phony vacate orders and refused 
to leave their homes. In response, the 
city has stepped up its tactics and began 
using fear and panic to enforce immedi
ate vacate orders, as it did at First 
Street and 172 Stanton Street. Six va
cate orders have already been issued in 
1998.

At 172 Stanton Street, confused ten
ants huddled in the street, waiting to be 
told when they could return to their 
apartments, waiting to hear when re
pairs would begin to shore up the build
ing, waiting for politicians to arrive 
to intervene in the madness-and then, 
only slowly began to realize that they 
were without rights, recourse, legal or 
effectual representation, except for the 
handful of activists who have been fight
ing back for years.

It is assumed that after a lengthy le
gal process, a monetary settlement will 
be offered to the tenants. Money is a 
very poor measure of justice, but for the 
city, money is just the cost of doing 
business, or as a city official said during 
the Fifth Street demolition, "Go ahead, 
sue us, our pockets are deep."

THE ONLY WAY
To find my offers is to simply request them.

You will surely find very good deals on 
Advertising, Records, and Money making 
offers. Write to: Sound Stage, P.O. Box 507, 
Preston Hollow, NY 12469.

li



SHADOW #43—(Dec.1997-June 1998)-Page 21

GARDEN PLOT....
covery motions and information subpoe
nas to obtain information on every deal
ing between Capoccia and those who 
have facilitated his acquisition of city- 
owned land for building various housing 
projects throughout the city, past, pre
sent and future.

In response to Capoccia’s suit, Edel- 
man told the SHADOW: "As far as I 
know, the First Amendment still applies 
on the Lower East Side and no activist 
should respond to this suit by curtailing 
their activities." The defendants are be
ing represented by activist attorney Ron 
Kuby, who is assembling a legal team to 
deal with Capoccia’s charges. (Can you 
say "malicious prosecution," Donald?)

Since the garden demolitions, Capoc
cia’s home on East Third Street has 
been the site of countless pickets, pro
tests, demonstrations and neighborhood 
information campaigns, such as "What 
Kind of Neighbor Is Donald Capoccia?" 
These activities have increased and are 
expected to continue as Capoccia raises 
the stakes in his efforts to squelch at
tempts to expose his activities and mis
deeds on the Lower East Side.

NO BUSINESS AS 
USUAL FOR THE 
DESTROYERS OF 

COMMUNITY GARDENS!
From The Mighty E-mail 

Army:
< gardens@cybergal.com >

PRESERVE, DON’T PRIVATIZE! The 
City owns than 10,000 TRULY vacant 
lots and it now wants to destroy 300 
more gardens-it should be using its 
resources build TRULY affordable 
housing and create MORE green 
space, not demolish community gar
dens. JOIN THE PHONE AND FAX 
JAM. Because this is such a crucial 
moment, you could call or fax the six 
targets listed below-you might pace 
yourself by making two calls a day for 
three days (or three calls a day for two 
days):

•Mayor Rudy Giuliani (Express your 
outrage at the assault oh community 
gardens and the sell-off of city land to 
developers): Phone 212-788-3000, Fax 
212-406-3587
•Deputy Mayor Randy Levine (High 
ranking city official responsible for the 
plan to bulldoze community gardens): 
Phone 212-788-8330, Fax 212-788- 
2976
•Parks Commissioner Henry Stern 
(Tell the Parks Department that it’s not 
doing enough to preserve community 
gardens citywide): Phone 212- 
360-1305, Fax 212-360-1345 
•Manhattan Boro President Virginia 
Fields (Voted to give gardens to devel
opers as city council member; Good 
friend of Giuliani): 212-788-6972 
•Public Advocate Mark Green (Hasn’t 
yet spoken out in favor of community 
gardens-urge him to defend our pub
lic spaces!): Phone 212-669-7200, Fax 
212-669-4701
•Housing Commissioner Richard Rob
erts (The city’s top housing bureaucrat 
and a major force behind the destruc
tion of gardens): Phone 212-863-6100, 
Fax 212-267-2565
•NYC Housing Partnership President 
Veronica White (The Partnership, 
which is the city’s Chamber of Com
merce, has masterminded the demoli
tion of community gardens, as part of 
a development-mad push to privatize

huge amounts of city land): Phone 
212-493-7400, Fax 212-344-3344 
•Roosevelt Savings Bank (Provided 
financing to Donald Capoccia, the de
veloper who bulldozed the four Lower 
East Side gardens; Let the bank know 
you’re appalled by its cavalier disre
gard of community sentiment): Phone 
EITHER Walter Mullins, Community Re
lations 516-739-4214 OR William Kuhn, 
Real Estate 516-739-4300, Fax 516- 
742-6145
•Donald Capoccia (Politically-connec
ted real estate developer acquiring 
city-owned land and community gar
den sites for upper-income housing 
projects): 74 East 3rd Street, #1B, NY, 
NY 10003. 212-420-0453 
•BFC Associates (Capoccia's con
struction company building on the gar
den sites; Responsible for destruction 
of the 13th Street Squats; Caused 
evacuation of residents of 182 Avenue 
B by damaging building): 2226 First 
Ave, NY, NY 10029. Phone 212-722- 
3671, Faxes: 212-534-5021 + 673- 
8496
•Cardella Demolition (Capoccia's 
demolition company of choice): 1-800- 
548-7001 (Remember, they must pay 
for every incoming call)
•Del Este Village (Condo project to be 
built by Capoccia on garden sites):
214 Avenue A (right storefront), NY,
NY 10009. 212-673-8445 
•Antonio Pag&n (Former city council
man who voted to give garden sites to 
his pal Capoccia; His housing group 
LESCHD will "manage" the sites once 
the yuppie condos are built): 7 East 
3rd Street, #10, NY, NY 10003. 212- 
473-6995
•Lower East Side Coalition Housing 
Development/LESCHD (Poverty pimp 
housing group controlled by Antonio 
Pag&n; Slated to "manage" Del Este 
Village yuppie condo project): 67 Ave
nue D and 308 East 8th Street, NY, NY 
10009. Phones 212-387-0961, 254- 
1916, 260-6233, 677-3015, 677-4772

Obviously, super-energetic Garden 
Defenders should feel free to make 
multiple calls or send multiple faxes to 
the above targets, although we’re ask
ing you to contact each target only 
once. As long as you clearly express 
the political reason for your call or fax, 
you’re within the protective bounds of 
the First Amendment, no matter how 
many times you keep calling. You can 
continue faxing any given number up 
to and until the point when you are 
specifically asked to stop. At that 
point, it’s recommend that you do 
stop; if you continue, you might risk 
legal trouble. (For more tips, see "Fax 
Zap" and “E-Mail Bombing" articles on 
the "Subversive Electronics" page in 
this issue-Ed.)

We’re REALLY getting on our oppo
nents’ nerves, as evidenced by several 
irritable communications from them to 
us. Mind you, the inconvenience we’ve 
created for our opponents still pales in 
comparison to the harm they’ve done 
us by bulldozing our community gar- 
dens-there’s much to do if we want to 
even the score. Our goal is to make it 
easier for them to change rather than 
continue their course-in other words, 
give them such hell that they blanch at 
the thought of what will happen if they 
keep bulldozing gardens.

This is an ongoing fight: If you’re 
not already a member of The Mighty 
E-mail Army of Garden Defenders and 
would like to join, write to: gardens@ 
cybergal.com. The Email Army now 
numbers close to 150 members. The 
Mighty E-mail Army is a project of the 
Lower East Side Collective (http: 
//www. earthlink. net/ ~ aliceme/lesc).

NOW GO KICK SOME GARDEN- 
BULLDOZING BUTT!!

POT BUYERS CLUB.

formed that federal agents were plan
ning an action against the club. Hallinan 
was also hopping mad over the raid on 
the Ingleside home of an AIDS patient 
associated with the club. The man- 
whose identity was not revealed by po- 
lice-was arrested with nearly 50 plants. 
Hallinan has urged US Attorney 
Michael Yamaguchi not to prosecute 
the case.

Flower Therapy was opened Septem
ber 1996 by longtime Bay Area cannabis 
aficionado John Hudson and Barbara 
Sweeney and Beth Moore, whose home 
was raided at the same time as Peron’s, 
and who now faces conspiracy charges 
for her involvement with Peron’s CBC. 
With Moore’s charges still pending, the 
three opened Flower Therapy to pick 
up slack from Peron’s club, which was 
then still closed by order of state au
thorities. Flower Therapy is registered 
as a florist with the city, and is now 
going nonprofit.

Flower Therapy is serious about en
hancing marijuana’s medicinal use, and 
hopes to contract a Hewlett Packard gas 
spectral analysis device-the same model 
(HP 6890) used to analyze marijuana by 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA).

NIDA only turned over the standards 
for use after much harassment of bu
reaucrats by Flower Therapy. In Octo
ber 1995, NIDA finally sent a xerox of a 
page from American Laboratory maga
zine with the standards used by the Uni
versity of Mississippi at Oxford for 
analysis of pot turned over by the DEA. 
The device can be leased directly from 
Hewlett-Packard. "HP loved it," says 
John Hudson. "They laughed their asses 
off when we talked about it."

While Delta 9-THC is the best- 
known psychoactive chemical in mari
juana, the device can also measure 
quantities of cannabidiol (CBD), canna- 
bichromene (CBC), cannabigerol 
(CBG), cannabinol (CBN) and Delta 9- 
tetrahydrocannabivarol THCV. Each of 
these may have a different effect- 
stimulating appetite, relieving nausea, 
inducing relaxation or paranoia.

"We’ve got a database of 15,000 
patients more than willing to help out 
on research," says Hudson. "We can 
really determine what does what." He 
even hopes to build a clean room for 
the machine on the Flower Therapy 
premises.

In October, Dr. Donald Abrams of 
San Francisco General Hospital won a 
$1 million grant from the National Insti
tutes of Health for the first federally- 
sponsored study of marijuana’s medicin
al use in treating AIDS. "Dr. Abrams 
has promised to work with us," says 
Hudson. "We want to be doing this be
fore the state even starts. I’d like to test 
every grade of pot going to every club 
in the state." He laughs mischievously. 
"This is something I’ve wanted to do for 
a long time. "Prove the government 
wrong-or have a good shot at it."

"We have by far the lowest prices in 
the state with the exception of Valerie
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Corral in Santa Cruz, who just gives it 
away," boasts Hudson. "I kept bringing 
the price of an eighth down, five bucks 
a month--$65 to $55 to $50 to $45. First 
with the domestic, now with the Mexi." 
The Mex is down to a mere five bucks 
an eighth, thanks to NAFTA. Even the 
city’s Public Health department refers 
patients to the club. The club has Tues
day morning harm reduction meetings, 
with a waiting list of fifty, and a pot luck 
every Sunday. The Flower Therapy 
books are full of "Dan Lungrens" to 
protect growers’ identities.

Back to the Grassroots
John Vasconcellos (D-Santa Clara) 

failed to pass 215’s "enabling legislation" 
in the state house last year. His bill 
would have established a Medical Mari
juana Research Center at a campus of 
the University of California, with the 
support of Dan Lungren, who had been 
215’s fiercest opponent. Negotiations 
between Lungren and Vasconcellos re
sulted in several compromises which 
were deemed unacceptable by the grass
roots.

For instance, the research program 
would have had to use marijuana sup
plied by either NIDA or alternative 
sources approved by the Attorney Gen
eral. The notion of California, which 
grows the world’s finest, importing low- 
grade federal marijuana grown by white- 
coated technicians at the University of 
Mississippi was just too much for the 
activists who had fought long and hard 
for 215.

The bill also called for "pretrial hear
ings" to determine if medical use is legi
timate, and for the new center "to take 
the lead in developing new treatment 
techniques directed at those who have 
become regular marijuana users.”

Other bills were even worse, restrict
ing registered caregivers to blood rela
tives, and instating $20,000 licensing 
fees for growers and pharmacies.

Beth Korn, political coordinator of 
the now-defunct CHAMPS club, thinks 
that marijuana should be neither Sche
dule One nor Schedule Two. "I want to 
see it made Schedule Three," she says. 
"There should be national guidelines on 
growing-a ban on spraying, and quality 
control like you’d have for any other 
product. But the Agriculture Depart
ment is not the best authority. The 
growers up in Humboldt are the ex
perts, and should be recognized as such. 
You go to people who have the know
ledge and work with them to establish 
standards-if they can get over their 
paranoia about dealing with these peo
ple."

Growers and users were the ones 
who fought hard for 215 and changed 
the public perception of marijuana as a 
dangerous drug. Now they must fight to 
keep a voice in making a 215 imple
mentation policy, says Korn. "We have 
to set the standards ourselves. It has to 
come from the bottom up. Right now 
the government has to get out of the 
way and let us do the research. Then it 
will all speak for itself."

mailto:gardens@cybergal.com
mailto:eidos4sex@pipeline.com
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CALIF. SCREAMING
Stewardship Plan "a vision for the per
manent protection of Headwaters For
est and the workers who depend on it 
for their livelihood." The Stewardship 
Plan (which takes no position on the 
ownership of the forest) would still 
allow for $3.7 million in timber profits. 
The plan would create new jobs in res
toration forestry to replace logging jobs. 
It argues that Maxxam’s breakneck ex
ploitation, with workers coming in from 
around the state and the mills running 
around the clock, is an artificial boom 
certain to be followed by bust.

Cecilia Lanman believes "Hurwitz 
owes Headwaters to the American peo
ple." Both the FDIC and the Treasury 
Department’s Office of Thrift Supervis
ion have claims against Maxxam. A fed
eral administrative court in Houston is 
now hearing the OTS case.

In July, thirteen congressmen led by 
California’s Pete Stark petitioned the 
SEC to launch an action forcing Hur
witz to "disgorge" PL profits to reim
burse the taxpayers for his $1.6 billion 
S&L bailout. Hurwitz is accused of us
ing his United Savings Association of 
Texas to buy junk bonds from broker 
Michael Milkin (since busted by the 
feds for "insider trading") in return for 
the junk-bond king’s help in the Max
xam takeovers of PL and Kaiser Alum
inum.

Former PL stockholders in 1995 won 
a $150 settlement in a fraud suit against 
Hurwitz and Maxxam, alleging that they 
skirted SEC rules on the PL merger.

Earth Firstl’s Karen Pickett says the 
$318 million deal is a. swindle. "Hurwitz 
arrived at that price based on being 
able to cut everything-which he would 
not be able to do legally. He bought the 
company for $900 million when it in
cluded a San Francisco office building 
and a welding division which he divest
ed. He made out like a bandit.”

She’s got her own slogan: "Debt for 
Nature, Jail for Hurwitz!"

The Plunder Continues
Meanwhile, the ancient trees keep 

falling. There were "salvage" ops when 
marbled murrelet mating season ended 
in Fall 1996 in four of the six old-growth 
groves, taking out fallen trees. This 
logging was done under no Timber Har
vest Plan, as generally required by the 
California Department of Forestry, but 
under an "exemption" for an emergency 
situation-Hurwitz claimed that an insect 
infestation needed to be contained. 
However, they didn’t touch the two 
groves proposed for preservation under 
the Clinton-Hurwitz deal, Headwaters 
Grove and Elk Head Springs. There has 
not yet been any logging in the six 
groves this year.

"Residuals"-ancient trees left 
standing in areas already logged-are 
still being cut. And Earth Firstlers still 
maintain ongoing actions. They even 
erected "tree villages" of platforms 
connected by catwalks to maintain an 
ongoing occupation of the canopy. The 
one in Owl Creek Grove is named 
Ewok Village, after the guerilla teddy- 
bears of Return of the Jedi.

While Earth Firstlers put their 
bodies on the line to slow the plunder, 
EPIC’s legal efforts grind on. "We’ve 
taken it as far it can go with habitat 
protection to save ancient forests-all 
the way to the Supreme Court," says 
Cecilia Lanman.

A 1988 EPIC case stopped Maxxam 
from clear-cutting in the virgin old- 
growth groves, but the corporation is 
still doing "residual" logging of old 
growth.

"They are doing this illegally in our 
opinion," charges Lanman. "And they 
are doing it as close as they can to the

old-growth groves to try to destroy their 
integrity." There were over 40,000 acres 
of residual old growth when Maxxam 
came in. Most of it is now gone. Max
xam is also still clearcutting in second- 
growth. The logged land is often 
sprayed with an herbicide-deisel mixture 
to control undergrowth, contaminating 
watersheds.

In February 1997, the Supreme 
Court declined to hear Pacific Lumber 
v. Marbled Murrelet, letting stand lower 
court rulings that barred cutting living 
trees in the old-growth groves.

This victory was followed by a set
back. In June 1997, federal courts 
granted PL a "summary judgement" on 
EPIC’s claims that salvage logging in 
Headwaters was likely to cause a "take" 
(death) of marbled murrelets, allowing 
PL to continue with "exemption" log
ging-

Simultaneously, a bill was approved 
by Sacramento, gutting the California 
Endangered Species Act, authorizing 
"incidental" and "accidental" takes in the 
course of "ongoing activities."

By only protecting two ancient 
groves, and allowing an "incidental take 
permit," the Clinton-Hurwitz deal com
pounds the impact of these develop
ments.

"They shouldn’t be messing around 
with policy. They’re violating the law by 
having a Congressionally-mandated 
management plan, instead of going 
through Fish & Wildlife and the appro
priate agencies," says Lanman.

Maxxam has a friend in Rep. Riggs, 
who even introduced a rider to a previ
ous Interior appropriations bill which 
would have overturned 30,000 of 40,000 
designated acres of critical marbled 
murrelet habitat—mostly in Headwaters. 
The rider was defeated. Riggs’ earlier 
Maxxam-friendly plan to save Head
waters called for granting PL logging 
rights in the Smith River Recreation 
Area of the Six Rivers National Forest, 
north of Humboldt in Del Norte Coun
ty. The plan went nowhere due to com
plete lack of environmentalist support. 
"It involved trading old growth for old 
growth. It would have shifted the prob
lem, not solved it," says EPIC’s Paul 
Mason.

Hurwitz had previously demanded 
Alcatraz and Treasure Island in the San 
Francisco Bay in return for Headwaters, 
and promised to keep cutting the old 
growth till the government met his 
price.

Riggs is now a foremost proponent 
of the $318 million Clinton-Hurwitz 
deal. The $318 million is more than 
twice what the government spent on ac
quiring parkland nationwide last year.
PL is a top Riggs campaign contributor 
and the largest employer in Humboldt 
County, a significant chunk of Riggs’ 
district.

Humboldt Cops Squelch 
Free Speech

At the September 15, 1997 rally to 
save Headwaters, held at Stafford, po
lice closed the US 101 off-ramps to the 
Stafford road to keep folks away, osten
sibly due to insufficient parking. The 
sheriff’s department vowed that anyone 
arrested would face felony charges. Pro
testors were kept away from the PL 
property line to prevent civil disobedi
ence actions. "We weren’t allowed on to 
the public easement on the road along 
PL’s property," says Cecilia Lanman, 
calling it "prior restraint on our ability 
to have free speech." Police were 
brought in from as far as Alameda 
County.

The September 1996 rally, scheduled 
to correspond with the end of marbled 
murrelet mating season, was attended

by 4,000 with 1,000 arrests. The Septem
ber 1997 rally brought out 6,000, but 
with only two arrests. Among those in 
attendance were actor Woody Harrel- 
son, Grateful Dead drummer Mickey 
Hart, blues artist Bonnie Raitt and 
former California Governor Jeriy 
Brown.

CHP and sheriff’s department road
blocks and ID checks also went up that 
day in Carlotta, where the rally was held 
in 1996, apparently just in case any 
activists turned up there.

Protecting the Watersheds
Instead of getting arrested after the 

rally, protestors including Jerry Brown 
and Bonnie Raitt helped sandbag a 
house where PL is logging 1,400 feet up 
a steep slope. The house had already 
been severely damaged by a mudslide 
the owner says was caused by PL’s de
forestation of the slope.

By 1993, most of the trees above him 
had been cut. "I can’t rent it, I can’t sell 
it, but I still have to pay taxes on it," 
says homeowner Mike O’Neal.

Lanman anticipates a shift in the 
legal strategy against PL. "The next ten 
years will be about watershed protec
tion," she says. "They have to go higher 
and higher to get the remaining trees." 
She says the erosion of the local water
sheds is already taking a cataclysmic 
toll.

Stafford residents whose houses were 
wiped out by the mudslide last winter 
are suing Maxxam. Seven homes were 
lost. O’Neal’s had to be dug out, and 
the foundation was damaged. It was 
sandbagged in anticipation of next slide, 
which will almost certainly destroy the 
house. He is living elsewhere. He says it 
cost him almost $3,000 to move his 
trucking business out. "Maxxam reneged 
every time we tried to settle with them."

The California Department of Fores
try approved the logging above the Staf
ford homes.

Degradation of the watershed from 
PL’s logging is also leading to sedimen
tation of the Eel River, impacting coho 
and steelhead salmon populations.

But the threat to local homeowners 
may make Maxxam the most enemies. 
"We have property rights too," says 
Mike O’Neal.

ADAM PURPLE....
live out the rest of their lives in psychic 
exile because of their act of vandalism."

Since the destruction of The Garden 
of Eden, the city commenced eviction 
proceedings against 184 Forsyth in 1986, 
but it never went further, due to impro
per service. In September of 1994, 
Community Board Three (CB3) ap
proved a proposal by poverty pimp 
housing group Asians for Equality to 
take 184 Forsyth, but their approval was 
mysteriously switched in October to the 
New York Society for the Deaf.

Now CB3 is stepping up its efforts to 
get Adam out of his building. On Febru
ary 24, the 26th anniversary of Adam’s 
move to 184 Forsyth, the board voted 
30-1 in favor of a proposal by the Socie
ty for the Deaf to acquire site control of 
Adam’s building and a vacant lot next 
door as a step toward building 21 units 
of federally-funded housing. The Society 
for the Deaf already has a large build
ing on several lots on Forsyth, just south 
of 184, built in 1993. According to CB3 
member Herman Hewitt, Adam would 
not be eligible to live in the new units 
since the apartments would be awarded 
under a lottery system. Strangely, just a 
few hours before the CB3 vote against 
him, Adam was served with a notice to 
vacate his building by March 31.

"Now they’re seeking to go around 
the courts," Adam says, by having his 
building transfered to the Society for

Timber Workers Break Ranks 
With Maxxam

PL employees are also starting to 
break ranks with Maxxam. Third gener
ation PL employee Stan Chandler filed 
suit against the company in June, claim
ing he was unfairly fired for objecting to 
unsafe working conditions. He says cor
ner-cutting, such as fellers being sent 
out alone instead of in crews, became 
routine after the Maxxam take-over. He 
also says he was instructed to cut old- 
growth trees outside the Timber Har
vest Plan boundaries, in endangered 
species habitat, and within Indian ar
cheological sites.

Judi Bari Case Proceeds
In related news, Bari versus Held, the 

federal suit filed by redwood crusader 
Judi Bari against the FBI, continues 
despite Bari’s death from cancer in 
November 1996. Judi was disabled for 
life when a bomb placed in her car ex
ploded on an Oakland street in 1990, in 
the midst of the Redwood Summer 
campaign she was organizing. The FBI 
initially arrested Judi for the bombing, 
then failed to press the charges-while 
the real perpetrator went free. Judi and 
Darryl Cherney, also injured in the 
bombing, sought damages for FBI deni
al of their civil rights.

In October 1997, Federal Judge 
Claudia Wilkin issued a mixed ruling.
She dismissed San Francisco FBI boss 
Richard W. Held as a defendant in the 
case, citing "lack of evidence" and his 
"qualified immunity" as a government 
official. But the case will continue 
against six other other FBI agents, the 
FBI, the Oakland Police Department 
and three Oakland officers.

Ironically, the ruling came just as 
Geronimo Pratt, the Black Panther 
leader reportedly framed for murder by 
Richard W. Held in 1972, was released 
after 25 years in San Quentin prison. 
Pratt was ordered released after Orange 
County Superior Court Judge Everett 
W. Dickey granted him a new trial, rul
ing that the 1972 conviction was heavily 
influenced by the testimony of an in
formant whose infiltration of the Black 
Panther party was unknown at the time 
of Pratt’s trial.

the Deaf. "Nice neighbors. They move 
next door and they want to throw you 
out." Adam says that by transfering his 
building, the city can avoid housing 
court, the legal process and public over
sight. He notes that the city can grant 
site control, but they cannot sign over 
an occupied building.

Rudolph Giuliani, as US Attorney 
for the Southern District of New York, 
oversaw the legal effort to destroy The 
Garden of Eden. As mayor of New York 
City, it is not likely that he will defend 
Adam’s "huwomanimal rights under Ar
ticle 18 of the United Nations Declara
tion of Human Rights."

"Whether I’m here or not, this build
ing should be landmarked. It’s in good 
shape. It needs love and attention, and 
it’s getting neither from the City of New 
York."

Concerned readers are urged to con
tact city councilmembers Margarita Lopez 
and Katherine Freed and demand that 
they help Adam keep his building. If you 
or someone you know has legal expertise, 
advice, suggestions, resources and if you 
can make a donation to Adam Purple’s 
Defense Fund, please send whatever you 
can to his attorney Colleen McGuire at: 
305 Broadway, Room #402, New York, 
NY 10007. Phone: 212-571-4080. Fax: 
212-571-4079.

INTERNET THIS!!
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SHADOW MAIL ORDER
AVAILABLE FROM SHADOW PRESS:

THE SHADOW: New York's only underground 
newspaper. List of back issues available for 
self-addressed stamped envelope or 2 stamps. 
$1.00 per issue.
SQUATTER COMICS #1: Comics and art by 
SHADOW artists. 16 pages. $2.00.
SQUATTER COMICS #2: 48 pages. $2.75. 
GEORGE BUSH: THE SUPER-SPY DRUG
SMUGGLING PRESIDENT (By Bill Weinberg): 
Everything you've wanted to know about 
George Bush, past and present 80 pages 
(book). $5.00 + $1.00 postage.

FROM OTHER SOURCES:

THE STRANGE HISTORY OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY (By 
Jack Straw): 4 pages (zerox). $1.00 + 1 
stamp.
MARIJUANA’S SECRET HISTORY: The 
Conspiracy Behind Outlawing Hemp (From 
The Emperor Wears No Clothes): Why is pot
illegal? How Dupont and the Mellon bank used 
Hearst Publications, the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics and the gov’t to demonize marijuana 
in order to protect their investment in a highly 
polluting paper making process that continues 
today. 4 pages (zerox). $1.00 + 1 stamp. 
SPATIAL DECONCENTRATION (From World 
War III Illustrated): Explains how the gov't 
planned and destabilized neighborhoods from 
the 1960s on, resulting in soaring land values 
and homelessness. Researched by Yolanda 
Ward, who was assassinated after stealing 
gov’t files for this project 12 pages (zerox). 
(From Yolanda Ward Memorial Fund): Article 
on Spatial Deconcentration in Washington, DC.
4 pages (zerox). 16 pages total. $2.00 + 1 
stamp.
DISORDER CONTROL GUIDELINES: A secret 
guide "acquired" from the New York City Police 
Dept reveals objectives and diagrams, forma
tions, crowd dispersal, wedge formations, arrest 
tactics and levels of mobilization in the event of 
"civil unrest" (that's riot for the rest of us!!)
12 pages (zerox). $2.00 + 1 stamp.
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF BILLBOARD 
IMPROVEMENT (By Billboard Liberation 
Front & Friends): Detailed methods for altera
tions, from small easily accessible boards to the 
more difficult ones on freeways. 12 pages 
(book). $1.50 + 50d postage.
URBAN RIOTS + OPERATION GARDEN 
PLOT: The US Military Plan For Domestic 
"Civil Disturbance" (By Frank Morales): A 
well-researched paper citing just-released 
documents on the US govt’s counter-insurgen
cy plan to use the Army to round up political 
dissidents in detention camps in case of a "Na
tional Emergency." 16 pages (zerox). $3.00 +
$1.00 postage.

steal
this
book

AN ANIMAL LIBERATION PRIMER (By Ani
mal Liberation Front): Very serious direct 
action and how-to manual. 32 pages (zerox 
book). $3.00 + $1.00 postage.
THE COMPLETE MANUAL OF PIRATE 
RADIO (By Zeke Teflon): Everything you need 
to know, includes schematics and sources. 24 
pages (book). $3.00 + $1.00 postage.

COLLATERAL DAMAGE: A collaborative anti
war poetry and art project including Allen 
Ginsberg, Daniel Berrigan, Peter Kuper, Sue 
Coe, Scott Cunningham. 32 pages (comic 
book). $3.00 + $1.00 postage.
MY ACID TRIP WITH GROUCHO MARX (By 
Paul Krassner): Realist publisher Krassner’s 
LSD experiences with Tim Leary, Charles Man- 
son’s followers, Otto Preminger, Lenny Bruce, 
Ram Dass, Jerry Rubin, and his trip with 
Groucho. 24 pages (book). $3.00 + $1.00 
postage.
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WORLD WAR III ILLUSTRATED (Issue #24):
WW3 Goes To Jail! Art and tales of jail life by 
prisoners, including Mumia Abu-Jamal, as well 
as WW3 regulars Scott Cunningham, Angela 
Bocage, Eric Drooker, Seth Tobocman, Sandy 
Jiminez, Sue Coe, Mac McGill, and others. 96 
pages (comic book). $3.50 + $1.00 postage. 
WORLD WAR III ILLUSTRATED (Issue #25): 
"Freaks, cults, saints and revelations" Religion is 
the theme of this issue. 96 pages (comic book). 
$3.50 + $1.00 postage.
SURVIVAL WITHOUT RENT: Put together by 
long time NYC squatters; gives step by step in 
finding and fixing up a squat build-ing. Written 
for the NYC squat scene, it can be useful to 
squatters in other cities. 31 pages (zerox book). 
$4.00 + $1.00 postage.
CHASE MANHATTAN BANK & THE NAZIS: 
Corporate Facism From Rockefeller to 
Giuliani (By Frank Morales): Tracing continuity 
of corporate-facist inspired conspiracy from the 
1930s-90s: US bankers funding Nazi Germany, 
Council on Foreign Relations, Trilateral 
Commission, Manhattan Institute, Pioneer Fund, 
and more. 8 pages (zerox). $4.00 + $1.00 
postage.
HOW TO USE THE FEDERAL FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION ACT + THE PRIVACY ACT 
OF 1974: A citizen’s step by step guide to 
using these acts of congress to request 
government records. Includes sample letters, 
forms, addresses and telephone numbers. 62 
pages (book). $9.95 + $2.00 postage.
STEAL THIS BOOK (By Abbie Hoffman): Free 
food, clothing, furniture, housing, education, 
money, dope, guerilla broadcasting, under
ground newspapers, riots and demos, trashing,

HOWTO
CLEAR

YOUR
ADULT AND JUVENILE

by WiJJiam A. Rinehart

bombs, shoplifting, credit card rip-offs, fake ID, 
and more. 320 pages (book). $9.95 + $2.50. 
HOW YOU CAN MANIPULATE THE MEDIA: 
Guerilla methods to get your story covered by 
TV, radio, and newspapers. 112 pages (book). 
$12.00 + $2.50 postage.
HOW TO CLEAR YOUR ADULT AND 
JUVENILE CRIMINAL RECORDS: Written by a 
career criminal who successfully removed 
felonies and misdemeanors from his rap sheet 
Detailed steps on how you can clear yours, 
including legal language, statutes and laws for 
you to use. A must have for people with 
criminal records as well those whose records 
contain inaccuracies that can haunt them in the 
future. 102 pages (book). $12.95 + $2.50 
postage.
YOU AND THE POLICE: Defending your rights 
when dealing with the police. Includes: how to 
talk your way out of a ticket three kinds of 
confrontations with police, you don’t have to ID 
yourself unless arrested, what to say if cops 
want to search your car, why your car’s trunk is 
so important how to handle being rousted, 
what behavior to avoid, and much more. 125 
pages (book). $14.95 + $2.50 postage.

BULLETPROOF PRIVACY: How To Uve 
Hidden, Happy, and Free! How to travel 
discretely, relocate and disappear, make 
encrypted phone calls, become invisible to 
databanks, buy and sell without a trace, not 
leave a paper trail, and more. 160 pages 
(book). $15.95 + $2.50 postage.

BLACKLISTED NEWS: SECRET HISTORIES 
FROM CHICAGO TO 1984: A compilation of 
underground news, stories, flyers, photos, art 
and more, published by the Youth International 
Party (YIPPIE!) from 1967-1984. This book is 
out of print and cannot be found anywhere 
else!! 735 pages (book). A real steal at $15.00 
+ $3.25 postage.
THE POLITICS OF HEROIN: CIA Complicity 
In The Global Drug Trade (By Alfred McCoy):
Proves CIA and diplomatic involvement in the 
opium and heroin trade, as an integral part of 
the agency's efforts to maintain US power 
abroad. 654 pages (book). $19.95 + $3.25 
postage.

The
Art & Science

of
Billboard

Improvement

by

Billboard Liberation Front 
& Friends

AUDIO CASSETTES:

ASSASSINATION OF JFK: CBS news cover
age, reports and interviews immediately fol
lowing the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. Two tapes, approx. 
2 hours total. $10.00 total.
RUSH TO JUDGEMENT: Hear the living testi
mony by actual witnesses to the JFK assassina
tion, ignored by the Warren Commission, as in
terviewed by attorney Mark Lane. Approx. 45 
minutes. $5.00.
WAKE UP AMERICA: Abbie Hoffman 
speeches, taking calls on radio shows, ranting, 
and tripping on laughing gas. Approx. 50 
minutes. $5.00.
LSD: Timothy Leary, tripping on acid, calmly 
explains the benefits of LSD and the persecu
tion against him, as cops stand by outside his 
home!! Approx. 30 minutes. $5.00.
ELECTRIC KOOL-AID ACID TEST: Actual acid 
test and trip festival at San Francisco State 
College, Oct 1 -2, 1966, less than a week 
before LSD became illegal!! With Ken Kesey, 
Wavy Gravy, Jerry Garcia. Approx. 45 minutes. 
$5.00.
MALCOLM X SPEAKS: Fire + Fury Grass 
Roots Speech, Nov. 10, 1963. Approx. 40 
minutes. $5.00.
MALCOLM X SPEAKS AGAIN: Violence + 
non-violence, the ballot or the bullet + other 
topics. Approx. 45 minutes. $5.00. 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE: Author Kurt Vonne- 
gut Jr. reads aloud his famous book. Approx.
90 minutes. $5.00.
THE BATTLE OF TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK:
SHADOW reporter and WBAI radio journalist 
Paul DeRienzo gives battlefield report in the 
middle of the Tompkins Square Riot of Aug.6-7, 
1988. Approx. 45 minutes. $5.00.
JACK KEROUAC + NEAL CASSADY: Both 
read from Kerouac’s "Old Angel Midnight" +
"Dr. Sax" (1961), "Vanity of Duleuz" (1967-68). 
Also readings and dis-cussions on Proust, Dr. 
Sax, Burroughs (1953-54). Approx. 90 minutes. 
$5.00.
BOB DYLAN vs A.J. WEBERMAN: Telephone 
discussion on Dylanology includes angry 
outburst by Dylan when he discovers garbolo- 
gist Weberman is recording their conversation. 
Also with music by David Peel and Grace Slick. 
Approx. 60 minutes. $5.00.
GROUCHO MARX: Uve in concert at Carnegie 
Hall in New York in 1972. Approx. 60 minutes. 
$5.00.
it*****************************************
ORDER FROM: SHADOW PRESS, P.O. BOX 
20298, NEW YORK, NY 10009 
Please Include $1.00 postage for each comic, 
book or cassette. If zeroxes ordered are part 
of a larger order, no stamps are necessary.
All orders paid by cash or money order are 
sent by first class mail as soon as they are 
received. Payment by check requires a 2-4 
week clearance before the order is sent. 
Please make check or money order payable 
to "SHADOW Press."

We are always looking for nevr and 
Interesting Hems to sell through our mall 
order service. If you have something, please 
turn us onll
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